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OBSERVATIONS 



LAKES OF CUMBERLAND, ®*c. 



E C T I O N XVI. 



TTAVINO refrefhed ourielves, and our 
horfes, after a fatiguing morning, we 
proceeded along the vale of Butermer ; 
and foUowing the courfe of the river, as 
hx as tlw inequalities of the ground would 
admit, we foon came to another lake, itill 
more beautiful, than that we had left above. 
The -two lakes bear a great refcmblance to 
each other. Both are oblong : both wind 
round promontories ; and both are furrounded 
by mountmns. But the lower lake is near a 
mile longer, than the upper one ; the lines it 
forms are much eafier; and tho it has lefs 
VOL. II. B wood 
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wood on It's banks, the lofs is compeniated 
by a richer difplay of rocky fcenery. The 
forms of thefe rocks are in general, beautiful ; 
molt of them being bi'oken into grand fquare 
furfaces. This fpecies, as we have already 
obfei-ved*, are in a greater ftyle, than the-- 
cragg, which is {battered into more diminiv 
tive parts. 

With this rocky fcenery much hilly ground 
is intermixed. Patches of meadow alfo, here 
and there, on the banks of the lake, improve 
the variety. Nothing is wanting but a littl« 
more wood, to make this lake, and the vale 
in which it lies, a veiy inchanting fcene; or 
rather a fucceffion of indianting fcene$; for 
the hills, and rifing grounds, into Which it 
eVery where fwdls, a^ing in due fubordina- 
tibn to llie grand" raountaim, vrfiich inviron 
the whole vale, break and feparate the area 
of it into" foraller parts, . Many of thefe form 
littte vafiies, and other recefles, whidi are 
<rery piaut-efqnc. 



* Set to!, i. page io9 
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Not far from this lake the mounts of 
Grafiner appears rifihg above all the moun- 
tains in it's rteighbourhood. A lake of this 
name we had already feen in our road between 
Amblelide, and Kefwick ; but there is no 
conneflion between the lake, and the moun- 
tain. 

This mountjun forms rather a vail ridge, 
t^n a pointed Summit ; and is conne£l:ed 
with two or three other mountains of inferior 
dignity: it&lf is £ud to be equal to Sklddaw; 
which is. the common gage of altitude through 
the whole country -, and therefore it may be 
fuppofed to be the higheft. No mountain 
afpires. to be higher than Skiddavy : ibme boaft 
an. equal height : but two or three only have 
real pretenfions. 

Grafmer, and the mountains in it's ndgh- 
bourhood, form the eaftem boundary of the 
vale, which we now traverfed ; a vale at leaft 
five miles in length, and one third of that 
fpace in breadth. Our road carried us near 
B 2 the 
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the village of Biackenthwait, which lies at 
the bottom of Grafmer. 



Here we had an account of an inundation 
occafioned by the burfting of a water-fpout. 
The particulars, which are well authenticated,, 
are curious. — In that part, where Grafmer is 
connedted with the other high lands in it's 
neighbourhood, three little ftreams take their 
origiit ; of which the Liila is the leaft incon- 
fiderable- The courfe of this ftream down 
the mountain is very fteep, and about a mile 
in length. It's bed, and the fides of the 
mountain all ai-ound, are profufely fcattered 
with loofc ftones, and gravel. On leaving 
the mountain, the Lifla divides the vale, 
through which vre now paffed ; and, after a 
eourfe df four or five miles, ^Is into the 
Cocker. 

On the 9th of September 1760, about mid- 
night, the water-fpout. fell upon Grafmer, 
nearly, as was conjefbured, where the three 
little ftreams, juft mention^, ilTue from thdr 
fountams. 

At 
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At firft it fwcpt the whole fide of the moun- 
tain, and charging itfelf with all the rubbifii 
it found there, made it's way into the vale,. 
following chiefly the direflion of the Liffa. 
At the foot of the mountain it was received 
by a piece of arable groimd ; on which it's 
violence firft broke. Here it tore away trees, 
foil, and gravel ; and laid all bare, many feet 
in depth, to the naked rock. Over the next 
ten acres it feems to have made an immcnfe 
roll i coveiing them with fo vafl: a bed of 
ftones ; that no human art can ever a^n 
reflare the foil. ' 

When we faw the place;, tho twelve years 
after the event, many marks remained, ftill 
flagrant, of this fccne of ruin. We faw the 
natural bed of the Lifla, a mere contracted 
rivulet J and on it's banks the veftiges of a 
ftony channel, fpreading fai and wide, almoU 
enough to contain the waters of the Rhine, 
or the Danube. It was computed from the 
flood'marks, that in many parts the ftream 
muft have been five or fix yards deep, and 
near a hundred broad ; and if it's great velo- 
city be added to this- wright of water, it's 
force will, be found equal to almoft any 

J» 3 On 
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On the banks of this ftony channel, we 
faw a few fcattered houfes, a part of the 
village of Brackenthwait, which had a won- 
derful cfcape. They ftood at the bottom of 
Grafmcr, rather on a rifing ground ; and the 
current, taking it's firft diredtidn towards 
them, would have undermined them in a few 
moments, (for the foil was inftantly laid bare) 
had not a projection of native rock, the in- 
terior ftratum, on which the houfes had un- 
knowingly been founded, refilled the current, 
and given it a new direftion. Unlefs this 
had intervened, it is probable, the houfes, 
and all their inhabitants (fo inftantaneoUs was 
-the ruin) had been fwept away together. 

In paffing farther along the vale, we faw 
other marks of the ftiry of this inundation j 
bridges had been thrown down, houfes car- 
ried off, and woods rooted up. But it's 
effects on a, ftone-caufeway were thought the 
moft furprizing. This fabric was pf great 
tliicknefs ; and fuppoited on each fide by an 
enormous bank of earth. The memory of 
man could trace it, unaltered in any particular 
near a hundred years : but by the foundnefs 
and finnnefe of it's parts and texture, it feemed 
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as if it h»A flood for ages. It was almoft a 
doubt, whether it were a work of nature, or 
of art. This mafly mole the deluge not only 
carried off; but, as if it turned it into fport, 
made it's very foundations the channel of it's 
own ftream. 

Having done all this mifchief, not only 
here, but in many other parts, the Liffa 
threw all it's waters into the Cocker, where 
an end was put to it's devaftation: for t|jo 
the Cocker was unable to contain fo inunenfe 
an increafej yet as it flows through a more 
level country, the deluge fpread far and wide, 
and wafted it's ftrength in one vaft, flagnant 
inundation. 



Hawng palTed through the vale of Buter- 
iher, we entered another beautiful fcene, the 
vale of Loiton. 

This vale, like all the paft, prefents us 
with a landicape, intirely new. No lakes, no 
rocks are here, to blend the ideas of dignity,, 
and grandeur with that of beauty. All is 
fimplicity, and repofe. Nature, in this fcene, 
lays totally afide her majeflJc frown, and weais 
only a lovely finile, 

B 4 Tlifi; 
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The vale of Lorton is of the extended 
kind, running a confideraMe way between 
mountains, which range at about a mile's 
diftance. They are near enough to Ikreen 
it from the ftorm ; and yet not fo impending 
as to exclude the fun. Their fides, tho not 
fmooth, are not much diveffified. A few 
knolls and hollows juft give a tittle variety- 
to the broad lights and Oiade^^ which ov^r-^ 
ipread them, 

This vaje which enjoys a rich foil, is 
in genei'al a rural, cultivated fcenej tho in 
many parts the ground is bea\]tifiilly broken, 
and abrupt, A bnght ftream, whi(;h might 
almoft take the name of a river, pours along 
a rocky channel ; and fparkles down number- 
lefs little cafcades. It's banks are adorned 
with wood i and varied witii different objefts ; 
abridge; a mill; a hamlet; a gla^e over-himg- 
with wood ; or fome little fweet recefs j or 
natural vifta, through v^hich (he eye ranges, 
between irregular trees, along the windings 
of the ftream. 

Except the mountains, nothing in all this 
fcenery is great ; but every part is filled witH 
thofe fweet ?nga^g paffages of nature, which 

tend 
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tend to footh the mind, and inftill tranquil* 
lity. 



-The paffion* to divine npate 



Perfuaded yield ; and love and joy alone 
Are waking ; bve and joy, fuch as await 
/k.a angers meditation --— 



Scenes of this kind, (however pleafing) in 
which few objects occur, either of grandeur 
or peculiarity, in a fingular manner elude 
the powers of verbal defcription. They nl- 
moft elude the power of colours. The foft 
and elegant form of beauty is hard to hit : 
while the ftrong, harfh feature is a mark, 
which eveiy pencil can ftrike. 

But tho a peculiar difficulty attends the 
verbal defcription of thefe mild and quiet 
haunts of Nature ; yet undoubtedly all her 
fcenery is ill-attempted in language. 

Mountains, rocks, broken-ground, water, 
and wood, are the fimple materials, which 
fhe employs in all her beautiful pictures : 
but the variety and harmony, with which 
Jhe employs th^m are infinite. In defcription 
thefe words ftand only for general ideas : 
ou her charts each i$ detailed into a thoufand 

varied 
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varied forms. , Words may give the great 
outlines of a countiy. They can meafure the 
dimenfions of a lake. They can hang it's 
fides with wood. They can rear a, caftle 
on fome projefting rock : or place an ifland 
near this, or the other ftiore. But their range 
extends no farther. They cannot mark the 
charafteriftic diftin6tions of each fcene — 
the touches of nature — her Uving tints — her 
endlefs varieties, both in form and colour. 

In a word, all her elegant peculiarittet 

are beyond their reach. Language is equally 
unable to convey thefe to the eye; as the 
eye is to convey the various divifions of (bund 
to the ear. 

The pencil, it is true, offers a more per- 
fect mode of defcription. It fpeaks a language 
more intelligible ; and defcjibes the fcene in , 
ftronger and more varied terms. The fhapcs, 
and hues of objects it delineates, and marks, 
with more exaftnefs. It gives the lake the 
louring (hade of tcmpeft; or the glowing 
blufli of fun-fet. It fpreads a warmer, or a 
colder tint on the tufts of the foreft. It adds 
form to the caftle ; and tips it's fliattered 
battlements with light. — But all this, all that 
words can exprefs, or ev«i the pencil defcribe, 

ar« 
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are grofs, infipid fubftitutes of the Unng 
ftene*. We may be pleafed with the de- 
fcription, and the picture: but the foul can 
feel neither, unlefs the force of our own 
imagination aid the poet's, or tiie painter's 
art ; exjdt the idea % and pi&ure things unfeen. 

Hence it perhaps follows, that the perfec- 
tion of the art of painting is not fo much 
attained by an endeavour to form an exa£t 
refemblance of nature in a nice reprefentation of 
all her mtnufe parts, which we confider as 
almoft imprafticable, ending generally in flat- 
riefs, and infipidity ; as by aiming to give 
thofe bold, thofe ftrong charafteriftic touches 
which excite the imagination; and lead it to 
form half the pifhire itfelf. Painting is the 
art of deceiving ; and it's great perfection lies 
in the exercife of this art. 

Hence it is that genius, and an accurate know- 
ledge of nature are as requifite in examining a 



* This h not at all iaconiifieot with wliat is faid id the 
Sigth page. Hen we fpeak chiefly of the detail of nature's 
works : there of the (omfoji^i^ The nearer we apftfcach the 
chatafter of nature in every mode of imitation, no doubt the 
better: yet fUll tbeie are many ine^kritics and defontiities 
in the natural fcenC) which we may wilh to correal— that is, 
to coired, by imp TOviiig one part of nature by aaotber. 

picture. 
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picture, as in painting one. The cold, untu- 
tored eye, the it may enjoy tjie realfctne, (be 
it hiftory*, landfcape, or what it will) is un- 
moved at the fineft ^efrejentation. It does not 
fee an exaB refemblance of what it fees abroad \ 
and having no internal pencil^ if I may fo fpeakj 
to work within; it is utterly unable to ad- 
minijlcr a pi£lure to itfelf. Whereas the 
learned eye-(-,- verfed equally in nature, and 

art. 



* Hiftory-paintiiig ii (xrtainljr the moft ekvated fpecici. 
Nothing exalts the buniaii mind fo much, as to iee the greaC 
adioni of our fellow-creaturei brought before the eye. But 
this pleafure we feldopi find in painting. So much is requir- 
ed froin tbe biftory^paiatert fo intimate a knowledge both of 
nature and art, that we rarely fee a hiftory^iece, even from 
the beft maftert, that is able to raiji rapurti. We mpy ad- 
mire tl}c colouring, or the execution ; ,ar fome under-part ) 
bu^ tbp /"V^ " fiidam reached. The imagination foara beyond 
the pidure.—— In the inferior wal](S of painting, where lefi 
is Mquired, more of coutie is perfonned : and tho we 
have few good pidures in biltory, we b^vf many in portrait^ 
in hndfcape, in animal-life, dead-game, ftuit, and flowers. 
HiAory-p^nting is .a mode of epic ; and tho the litemry 
world iibounds ^ith admirable produ^lont in the lown walk* 
- of poetTTt an epic is the wander of an age. 

-f- The admirers ' of painting may be divided into two 

clafTes : The Infenor admirer values himfelf on difiin- 

gui/bing ibt mnJ}er — oa knowing the peculiar touch of each 

pencil} 
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alt, eafily compares the piflure with it'3 
archetype : and When it finds the charafteriftic 
touches of nature, the imagination immediately 
takes fire J and glows with a thoufand beau- 
tiful ideas, fuggejied only by the canvas. 
When the canvas therefore is lb artificially 
wrought^ as to fuggeft thefe ideas in the 
ftrongeft manner, the pi6ture is then moil 
peifefl. This is generally beft done by little 



pencil ; and the ruling tint of every pallet. But he hat do 
feeling. If the pidure be an original, or if it be in the 
mafter's he^ manner (which may be the cafe of many a bad 
picture) it is the obJeA of hia veneration ; tho the ftory be 
ill-told : the charaAen feebly marked, and a total deficiency 
appear in every excellence of the art. 

The more liberal profeflbr, (and who alone is here confider- 
ed as capable of aJmini/lering a pidure to. bintfelf) thinks the 
iuawkdge of namei, (any farther Han.' M it marks excellence, 
till we get a better criterion,) is the bane of the art he ad- 
mires. A work, worthy of admiration, may be produced by 
■0 inferior hand ; and a paltiy eompofition may efcape frmi} 
a mafter. He would have the inirinfie merit of a work, not 
any arbitrary Jlamp proclaim it's excellence. In examining 
a pidure, he leaves the name intirely out of the queftion. It 
may midead, it cannot alGft, his judgment. The chanfters 
of nature, and the knowledge of art, are all he looks for : 
the reft)' be they Michael Angelo's, or Raphael's, he defpifes 
as the bubbles of pidure- dealers ; the mere fweepings, and 
nfufe of Italian garrets. 



labour. 
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labour, and great knowledge. It is know- 
ledge only, which infpires that free, that fear- 
lefs, and determined pencil, fo expreffive in 
a ikilful hand. As to the minutia of nature, 
the pifturefque eye will generally fuggeft them 
better itfelf j and yet give the artift, as he 
delerves, the credit of the whole. 

We fometimes indeed fee pictures highly 
fimjhed^ and yet full of fpirit. They will 
bear a nice examination at hand, and yet lofe 
nothing of their diftant eiFe£l. But fuch pic- 
tures are fo exceedingly rare, that I fhould 
think, few painters would in prudence at- 
tempt a laboured manner. Indeed, as pictures 
are not defigned to be feen through a microf- 
cope, but at a proper diftance, it is labour 
thrown away*. 

Hence it is that even a rough iketch, 1^ 
the hand of a mafter will often ftrike the 
bnagination beyond the moft finiflied wor^ 



* In the higher walks oF painting I know of no titifl, 
who does not lore hia fpirit xa attempting to finilh hi^y. 
in the inferior walks we have a few. Among thefe iiril we may 
rank Van Huyfum, who painted flowera, and fruits, witk 
equal labour and fpirit And yet even here, I own I have 
more pleafure in helping myfelf to thefe delicacies from the 
bolder works of Saptifte. 

I have 
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I have iceft^ the learned eye pafs unmoved 
along rows of piftures by the cold, and in- 
animate poictl of fuch a mafter as Carlo Marat } 
and ftart aitoniihed, when it came to a iketch 
of Rubens. In one cafe the painter endea- 
vouring in vain to adminijier every thing by 
living the full roundnefs, and fmoothnefs to 
every part, inftead of the bold, charafteriftic 
touches of nature, had done too much : in 
the other, thp the work was left uiifiniihed, 
yet many of the bold cbaraSieriJiic touches 
being thrown in, enough was done to excite 
the imagination of the ipeftator, which could 
eafily fu^fy the reft. 

A very ingenious writer* indeed gives ano- 
ther reafon for our being better pleafed with 
a ifcetch, than with a finilhed piece. The 
imagination^ feys he, is entertained with the 
Promife of fomething more; and does not ac- 
quiefce in the prefent objeSi of the fenfe. But 
this obfervation, I think, is fcarce founded on 
truthi It is true the imagination does not ac~ 
quiefce in the prefent ohjeB of the ferife : but 
I flibuld fuppofe, not becaufe it is entertained 



n the fublime and beautiFal, Part ii. Seft. xi, 

^vith 
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With a promife bf fometbtng more \ but beCaufd 
it has the power, of creating fometbing more 
itfelf. If a promife of fometbing more, were 
the caule of this pleafure, it Hiould feem, that 
a fketch, in it's rudeft form, would be more 
plcafing, than when it is more advanced : for 
the imagination muft have ftill bigber enter- 
tainment in proportion to the largenefs of the 
promife. But this is not tlie cafe. . The 
flcetch, in it's naked chalk-linc^s, affects us 
little in comparifon. The inftrument muft 
be tuned higher, to excite vibrations in the 
imagination. 

Again, on the fame fuppofition, one Ihould 
imagine, that the- rude beginning, or rough 
plan of a houfe, would pleafe us more than the 
complcat pile ; for tbe imagination is enter- 
tained iffitb tbe promife of fometbing more. 
But, I believe, no one was ever £o well pleafed 
with an unfinifhed fhell, amidft all it's rubbiHi 
of fcaffolding, paper-windows, and other de- 
formities; as with a ftrufture compleat in all 
it's members, and fet off with all it's proper 
. decorations. — But on the luppolition I have 
ventured to fuggeft, we fee why the Jketcb may 
pleafe beyond the pi£iure ; tho the unfinijhed 
fabric difappoints. An elegant houfe is a 
compleat 
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tompkat ohje£f. The imagination can rife no 
higher. It receives full fatisfaftion. But a 
pi6hire is not an objeSl itfelf; but only the 
reprefentation of an objeft. We may eafily 
therefore conceive, that it may fall below it's 
archetype; and alfo below the imagination 
6f the fpeftator, vvhofe foncy may be more 
pifturefque, than the hand of the artift, who 
compofed the pi61:ure. In this cafe, a iketch . 
inay afford the Ipeftator more pleafure, as it 
gives his imagination freer fcope; and fuffers 
- Jt to compleat the artift's imperfeft, draught 
from the fimd of it's , own richer, and more 
perfeft ideas. 

The variety of fcenes, which nature ex- 
hibits; and their infinite combinations, and 
peculiarities, to which neither language, nor 
(Colours, unaided by imagination, can, in any 
d^;ree, do juftice; gave occafion to thefe 
remarks, which have carried me perhaps too 
far into digreflioii. 



We had to regret, that we &w the- vale of 
Lorton only in half it's beauty. It was at 
too late an hour; and the evening befides 
was dark. The morning had been cloudy ; 

VOL. II. c in 
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in ibme part of it rather tempeftuous j and 
we thought ourfelves then very happy in the 
diipofition of the weather ; for as we had 
before feen the mountdns in a clear atmof- 
phere ; it was a defirable variety to fee the 
grand effefts they produced in a ftorni. A 
mountain is an obje6t of grandeur ; and it's (Ug- 
nity receives new force by mixing with the 
clouds } and arraying itfelf in the majefty of 
darknefs. Here the idea of infinity * pro- 
duces ftrongly the fublime. But the chearful 
fcenes of fuch a vale as this, pretend not to 
dignity : they are mere fcenes of tranquillity. 
The early ray of dawn, the noon-tide fhade, 
or evening-glow, are the circumftanccs, In 
which they moft rejoice; a ftorm, in any 
fliape, will injure them. Here therefore we 
might have difpenfed with more light, and. 
funlhine. Or at the clofc of the day we might 
have wiflied for a quiet, tranquil hour, when 
the glimmering furfaces of things are fome- 
times perhaps more pleafmg — at all times 
certmnly more foothing, than images of the 
brighteft hue : 



• See page ji8. Vd. i. 
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When througK the duJk obfcuiely leen 
Sweet eveiiiag-objeds iuterrene. , 



The evening, which grew more tempeftu- 
ous, began to clofe upon us^ as we left the 
more beautiful parts of the vale of Lorton^ 

, We were ftill about fix miles from Kefwick ; 
and had before us a very wild country, which 

, probably would have afforded no great amufe- 
ment even in fiiU day : but amid the obfcurity, 
which now overfpread the landfcape, the ima- 
gination was left at lai^e ; and painted many 
images, which perhaps did not really exift, 
upon the dead colouring of nature. Every 
great and pleafing form, whether clear,, or 
obfcurc, which we liad (een during the day, 
now played, in ftrong imagery before the 
fancy: as. when the grand chorus ceafes, ideal 
mufic vibrates in the ear. 



In one part, a view pleafed us much j the 
perhaps, in ftronger light, it might have 
efcaped notice. The road made a fudden 
dip into a little, wincUng valley j which being 
too abrapt for a carriage, was eafed by a 
c 2 bridg^: 
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bridge: and the form of the arch was what 
we commonly find in Roman aqueducts. At 
Icaft fuch it appearM to us. The winding 
road J the woody valley, and broken groimd 
below ; the mountain beyond ; the form of 
the bridge, which gave a claffic air to the 
fcene j and the obfcurity, which melted the 
whole into one harmonious mafs j made all 
together a very pleafing view. 



But it fbon grew too dark even for the 
imagination to roam. It was now ten o'clock ; 
and tho in this northern climate, the twilight 
of a clear iiimmer-evening affords, even at that 
late hour, a ^bright effulgence ; yet now all 
was dark. 



-■■' I.I I A laint, erroneouB ray 

Glanced from tV imperfed fur&ces of thiogt, , 
Threw bdf an image on the fttaining eye. 
While wavering woods, and village*) and ftreami. 
And rocks, and mountain-tops, that long retained 
Th' afcending gleam, were all one fwimming Icene, 
Uncertaia if beheld - - i-i i 



We could juft difcem, through the dim- 
nefs of the night, the fhadowy forms of the 
moijintains, f(»netimes blotting out half the 
* iky. 
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flcy, on one tide ; and fometimes winding 
round, as a gloomy barrier on the other. 

Often too the road would appear to dive 
into feme dark abyfs, a cataract roaring at 
the bottom: while the mountan-torrents on 
every fide nifhed down the hills in notes' of 
\^u-ious cadence, as their quantities of water, 
the declivities of their fell, their diftances, 
or the intermiffion of the blaft, brought the 
found fuller, or fainter to the earj which 
organ became now more alert, as the imagi- 
nation depended rather on it, than on the 
eye, for information. 

Thefe various notes of watcr-mufic, an- 
Iwering each other from hill to hill, were a 
kind of tranilation of that pallage irt the piahns, 
in which one deep is reprefented calling amther 
becaufe of the mife of the water-pipes. 



Among other images of the night, a lake 
(for the lake of Bafienthwait was now in 
view) appeared through the imcertainty of 
the gloom, like fomething of ambiguous tex- 
ture, fpreading a lengthened gleam of wan, 
dead light under the dark ftiade of the in- 
cumbent mountains: but whether this light 
c 3 were 
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were owing to vapours arifing from the valley i 
or whether it was water — and if water, whe-; 
ther it was an arm of the lea, a lake, or a 
river —r to the uninformed traveller would ap-: 
pear matter of great uncertainty. Whatever 
it was, it would feem fufficient to alarni his 
apprehenfions ; and to raife in his fancy, (now 
in queft of dangers,) the idea of fomething, 
that might ftop his ferther progreis. 

A good turnpike-road, on which we en- 
tered near the village of Lorton, and a know-i 
ledge of the country, fct at nought all fuch 
ideas with us : but it may ealily be conceived, 
that a traveller, wandering in the midft of a 
ftormy night, in a mountainous country, un-: 
known, and unbeaten by human footftep^ 
might feel palpitations of a very uneafy kind. 



We have in Oflian Ibme beautiful images, 
which accompany a night-ftorm in fuch a 
country as this. I {hall fubjoin, with a few 
alterations, an extract from them; as it will 
illuftrate the fubjeft before us. It is con- 
tained in a note on Croma ; in which fevcral 
bards are introduced entertaining their patron 
with their refpedive defcriptions of the night. 

The 
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The ftorm gathers on the tops of the moun- 
tains j and fpreads it's black mantle before 
the moon. It comes forward in the majefty 
of darknefs, moving upon the wings of the 
blaft. It fweeps along the vale, and nothing 
can withftand it's force. The lightning from 
the rifted cloud flalhes before it : the thunder 
rolls among the mountains in it's rear- 
All nature is reftlefs, and uneafy. 
The flag lies wakeful on the mountdn-mols: 
ihe hind clofe by his fide. She hears the ftorm 
roaring through the branches of the trees. She 
Jbuts — and lies down ag^n. 

The heath-cock lifts his head at intervals j 
and returns it under his wing. 

The owl leaves her unfinifhed dirge; and 
fits ruffled in her feathers in a cleft of the 
blafted oak. 

The famiftied fox flirinks from the ftorm, 
and feeks the fhclter of his den. 

The hunter alarmed, leaps from his pallet 
in the lonely hut. He r^s his decaying 
fire. His wet dogs finoke ai'ound him. He 
half-opens his cabin-door, and looks out : 
but he inftantly retreats from the terrors of the 
pight. 

c 4 . For 
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For now the whole ftorm defcends. The 
mountain torrents join their impetuous ftrearas 
The. growing river fwells. 

The benighted traveller paufes as he enters 
the gloomy dell. The glaring Iky difcpvers at 
intervals the terrors of the fcene. With a fecc 
of wild delpair he looks roxind. He recolle6ls 
neither the rock above, nor the precipice be- 
low. <— He flops. — Again he urges his bewil- 
dered way. His fteed trembles at the frequent 
flafli. The thunder burfts over his head — The 
torrents roar aloud — He attempts the rapid 
ford. — Heard you that fcream ? — It was the 
fliriek of death. 

How tumultuous is the bofom of the lake ! 
The waves laih it's rocky fide. The boat 
is brimful in the cove. The oai's are daftied 
againft the (hore. 

What melancholy ihade is that fitting un- 
der the tree on the lonely beach ? — I juft 
difcem it, faintly Ihadowed out by the pi^le 
beam of the moon, paffing through a thiti- 
robed cloud. — It is a female form. — Her 
eyes are fixed upon the lake. Her hair floats 
loofe around her arm, which fupports her pen- 
five head. Ah ! mournful maid ; doft thou . 

ftiU 
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ftiU expefl: thy lover over the lake ? — Thou 
iaweft his diftant boat, at the clofe of day, 
dancing upon the feathery waves. — Thy breaft 
throbs with fufpence: but thou knoweft pot 
yet, that he lies a corpfe upon the ftiore. 
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SECT. xvn. 

\ FTER a wet, and ftoraiy night we re- 
■^^^ joiced to fee the morning aiife with 
all the figns of a calm and fplendid day. We 
wilhed for the opportimity of furveying UUef- 
water in ferene, bright weather. This was 
the next fcene we propofed to vifit ; and witfr 
which we intended to clofe our views of this 
pifturelque country. 



From Keftvick we mounted a hill, on the 

great turnpike road to Penrith; At the fum- 
mit we left our horfes ; and went to examine . 
a Druid temple, in a field on the right. The 
diameter of this circle is thirty-two faces-, 
which, as nearly as could be judged from; 
fo inaccurate a mode of menforation, is the 
diameter of Stonehenge; which I once mea- 

fured 
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iured in the fame way. But the ftruftures 
are very different -, tiio the diameters may be 
nearly equfU. The Aones here are (^inutive 
in comparifon with thole on Salifbury-Plain. 
If Stonehenge were a cathedral in it's day ; 
this circle was little more than a country 
church. 

Thefe ftruftures, I fuppofc, are by for the 
mpft ancient veftiges of architefture (if we 
may call them archite£hire) wluch we have 
in England. Their rude workmahHiip hands 
down the great barbarity of the times of the 
Druids: and fiimifties ftrong proof of' the 
fevage nature of the religion of thefe heathen 
pri^s. Within thefe magical circles we may 
concave any incantations to have been per- 
formed; and any rites of luperftition to have 
been celebrated. It is hiftory, as well as 
poetry, when Offian mentions the a'rcles of 
JioneSf where our anceftors, in their no£tumal 
orgies, invoked the fpirits which rode upon 
die winds— the awful forms of thar decealed 
fore&thers; through which, he fublimely 
tells us, thenars dimiy twinkled. 



As 
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As lingular a part as the Druids make in 
the ancient hiftory, not only of Britain, but 
of other countries, I know not, that I ever 
few any "of their tranfaftions introduced as 
the fubjeft of a capital pifturc. That they 
can fumilh a fund of excellent imagery for 
poetry we know : and I fee not why the fcenes 
of Caraftacus might not be as wdl fuited to 
pi^hirefque, as dramatic reprefentation. — And 
yet there is a difference. The drama depends 
at leaft as much on fentiment, as on repre- 
fentation. Whereas the picture depends in- 
tirely on the latter. The beautiful fentiments 
of the poet are loft ; and the fpcftator muft 
make out the dialogue, as he is able, from the 
oiei^etic looks of the figures. — Hoice there- 
fore it follows, that the lame fubje£l$ are 
not equally calculated to fhine in poetry, and 
in painting. 

Tho& fubje£b, no doubt, are beft adapted 
to the pencil, which unfold tbemfelves by aSion. 
In general, however, all animated ftories, which 
admit other of firong aBim, or pqffion, are 
judicioufly chofen. Unanimated liibjefts have 
little chance of producing an efFeftj parti- 
cularly 



,y Google 



( 3° ) 

cularly lovc-ftories ; which, of all others^ 
I could wifli to exclude from canvas. The 
language of love is fo difficult to tranflate, 
that I know not that I ever faw a reprefen- 
tation of lovers, who were not ftrongly marked 
with the charaftcr of limpletons. 

But bcfides fuch fubjefts, as admit of ftrong 
aSiion^ or fajjion^ there are others of a more 
inanimate call, whichj through the peculi- 
arity of the characters, of which they confift, 
can never be miftaken. Such is the lettle- 
inent of Penfylvania, painted by Mr. Weft. 
From the mixture of Englifli, and Indian 
charafters, and a variety of appofite appen- 
dages, the ftory is not only well told; but, 
as every pifturelque ftory fliould be told, it is 
obvious at fight. 

Among fubjeft^ of this kind, are thole, 
which occafioned this digreffion ■— druidical 
fubjefls. I know few of the lefs animated 
hind, which would admit more pi6turefque 
embellilhmcnt, than a Druid-facrifice. The 
peculiar character, and favage features of thefe 
barbarous priefts — their white flowing veft- 
ments — the branch of mifleto, which they 
hold — the circular ftoncs (if they could be 
brought into compofition) — the fpreading oak 

— the 
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— the altar beneath it — and the milk-whhe 
fteer — might all together form a good pic- 
ture. 

I have often admii^ an etching by Teipolo, 
wluch I have always conceived to be a repre- 
fentation of this fubjeft. * He does not in- 
deed introduce all the circumftances of a 
Druid-facrifice, which I have 'here enume- 
rated : but the characters are fuch, as exactly 
fait the fubjeft ; and the whole feems to be an 
excellent illufti-ation of it. 



After we left the temple of the Druids, 
we met with little which engaged our attention, 
till we came to the vale of St. John. This 
fcene appeared from the ftand, where we 
viewed it, to be a circular area, of about fix» 
or feven miles in circxmiference. It is fur- 
rounded intirely by mountains ; and is watered 
by a finall river, called the Grata. 

The vale of St. John is efteemed one of the 
moft celebrated fcencs of beauty in the coun- 



■■ It is contained in a book of etchingB on emblematical 
fabjefle. 

try: 
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try : but it did not anlwer our expeftation. 
The ground, coniifting of patches, of fenced 
meadow, adorned with ferm-houfes, and 
clumps of trees, was beautifully tumbled about 
in many parts : but the whole was rather, rich, 
than pifturefque : and on this account, I fup- 
pofe, it hath obtained it's celebrity. It's cir- 
cular form alfo, every where within the fcope 
of the eye, wanted that variety, which the wind- 
ing vale affords j where one part is continually 
receding from another in all the pleafing gra- 
dations of perfpeftive. * 

The kind of fceneiy here, is much the 
fame, as in the vale of Lorton : ' both are 
compofed of rural objefls ; but thefe objefts 
are differently prefented. In the vale of Lor- 
ton, the houfes, and hamlets, feated on a 
wandering ftream, are confined to the fame 
level ; and appear of courfe, one after another^ 
as fo many Vnxltfeparate land/capes. Here they 
are fcatteied about the inequalities of the 
ground, through the area of a vale, circular 
at leaft in appearance; and offer the eye too. 
much at once — a confujion, rather than a fuc~ 

* See the fame idea applied to water, page 184. Vol. i. 

ceJRon. 
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cejiony offceneiy. I fpeak however only of 
the general appearance of the vale : it contains 
tindoubtediy, many beautiful fcenes, if ws had 
had time to explore them. 



*rhe plan, or groUnd-plot, of the vale of 
Tempe, as we have it defcribed by ancient 
authors, was fomewhat fimilar to this of St. 
John. Nature feems in both to have wrought 
on the iame mockl j exceptii^ only that the 
fiimiture of that very celebrated fccne of 
antiquity was probably more piCturcique. 

The vale of Tempe, like this, was circulai^ 
iand incompafied with mountains. It'i area 
was compofed of lawns, interlperfed wth 
wood} which in many paits was thick, and 
clole) and muft every where have inter- 
cepted fome portion of the mount£un-line, 
and broken the regularity of a circular 
fiape. 

The mountains too in Tempe were of a 
more beautiful ftrufhire; abrupt, hung with 
rock, and adorned with wood. •— At the 
head of the vale was a grand, rocky chafin^ 
fhaded with a profiifion of woody icene- 
ryj through which the whole weight oT 
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the river Peneus forced it's way, with a tl^ 
nwndous found : and having been daAied into 
foam and vapours by the fall, reunited Ws 
ftrength at the bottom, and poured through 
the vale in a wild, impetuous torrent, roaring 
over rocks and fhelves, till it found an exit, 
through the folding of the mountains on the 
oppc^te iide. 

Elian indeed tells Us, that the fkream was 
fmooth : but is Ovid's defcriptioii is moi^ 
pifturefque, die reader will give me leave to 
confidn: his authority as more decifive. ' His 
view of Tempe; is vety nohlfe t but as he. meant 
principal^, to, defc:^' the palace of a river- 
goi, which lay among the tavemSi and r&. 
cefles bf the rocky -dsifin at the oilrance of 
the: vale, Ins- fubje£t lutttiraQy led him to 
4well chiefly on i the cafiade, which was 'im* 
4oubtedly thegreateA ornament of the place. 

£ft nemiu Unionise', pnerupta quod mtdique claudk 
Silva: vacant Tampe: per quie Peneus ab imo 
Eibliia Pmde, fpnmofift viflvjuir jLmdii ; 
Peje&uqvte gravi teuuea e^umtia-ftmos 
Muliila coadadt ; fummalqiie afpergme filvaa .. 
Impluit: & fonitu plus quam vicinft fittfgat. 
Usee 4oinUR, he kdes, hvc font penetralis ntgB» 
Amnu : b hpc re^deps h^o de -cautibuB mtra, 
Undis jura dabat. . ■ i 

A' vale 
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A vale thus circumftanced is fo pleafing, 
that other poets have feized the idea in their 
defcriptions. I could multiply quotations : 
but I fhall leleft two^ in which the fiOne 
liibject is treated in a different manner. In 
one the natural grandeur of the fcene is ibft- 
ened by little circumftanas of diearfulnels : 
in the other, it fhikes in the fiiU majefly 
of the fublime. The former is more the 
vale of St. John : the latter approaches taaat 
the idea of the Theffalian vale. 

Into a fbreft iar tbe^ thence Mm led, 

Wheie wu their dwelliag in a pleafant glade, 

With monntaini round about invironed. 

And mighty woods that did the valley Atade, 

And like a ftately theatic it made. 

Spreading itfelf into a fpacious plain. 

And in the midft a little liver played 

Amengft the pumy ftoiwt, which feemed to plain,' 

With gentle mnrmur that his courie they did reftnuat 



-Thehilla 



Of £ta, yielding to a iniitful Tale, 
Within their tange half-circling had indofed 
A fair expanfe in Terdure fnmoth. The bpunds 
Were edged by wood, o'erhung by hojiiy cHfft, 
Which from the clouds bent frowning. Down a rock. 
Above the loftieft fummit of the grove, 

D 2 A tumbling 
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A tumbling torrent wore the Hugged ftone } 
Then gleaming through the intervals of Ihade^ 
Attained the valley, where the level ftream 
piAiled refrefltroent ■'■■■■•-■-• 



The vale of St. John was, fome years 
ago, the fcene of one of thofe teiTible inun- 
dations, which wafted lately the vale of Brack- 
enthwait, I Ihall relate the circumftances of 
it, as they were givai us on the fpot : but 
as we had them not perhaps on the beft au-, 
thority, they may, in fome particulars, be 
overcharged. 

It was on the 22d of Auguft 1749, that 
this dilafter happened. That day, which had 
been preceded by weather uncommonly clofe 
and fultryi fet in with a gloomy afpe£t. The 
blacknefs gathered, more, and more, from 
every quarter. The air was hot beyond fuf- 
ferance. _The whole atmo%here glowed, and 
every iJiing around was in a ftate of perfect 
ftagnation. Not a leaf was in motion. 

In the mean tini^ the inhabitants of the 
vale Heard, a. ftrange noife in varioas parts 
around .them; but whether it was in the air» 
or whether it arofe from the mountains, they 
could not afcertain. It was like the hollow 
murmur 
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murmur of a rifing wind, among the tops' 
of trees. This nolle (which in a finaller de- 
gree is not an imcommon prelude to a ftorm) 
continued without, intertniflion about two 
hours i when a tempeft of wind, and rain, 
sind thumler, and lightning fucceeded ; which 
yfas violent, beyond . any thing, twnembered 
i^ former times j ^d lafted, without paufe, 
near three hours. 

. During this ftorm the cataraft fell upon 
the mountain, on the north of the vale ; or 
as Ibme people thought, tho I fliould fiip- 
pofe without any probability, burft from the 
bowels of it. The fide of that mountain is 
a continued precipice, through the fpace of 
a mile. This whole traft, we were told, 
was covered in an inftant, with one conti- 
Bu6u9 cafcade of roaring torrent (an appearance 
which muft have equalled the fall- of Niagara) 
(weeping all before it from the top of the 
mountain to the bottom- There, like tlwt 
other inundation, it followed the diannel of 
the brooks it met withj and ihcwed fimilar 
eflfefts of it's fury. 

. One of thefe eiFefts was aftonifhing. The 

fra^ents of rock, and deluges of ftwie, and 

fand, which were fwept from the mountain, 

J)3 by 
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by the torrent, Choked one of the ftreamS, 
which received it at the bottom. The water, 
t^us pent up, and receiving continually vaft 
acceiHon of .ftrength, after rolling fuUenly 
^bout that part of the vale in frightful whirl- 
pools, at length forced a new channel through 
9. foiid rock, which we were informed, it 
disjointed in fom? fraftured crevice, and ma^e 
a ehalin at leaft ten feet wide. Many of the 
fragments ^erc carried to a great diftance j 
and fomp of them weire fo large, that a dozen 
horfes could not ipove them. We were 
forry afterwards, that we had not feen this 
ronarkable chafin: but we had not time to 
go in queft of it. 



From the vale of St. John, we afccaided a 
fteep hill, called Branthwait^^cregg ; where 
bong obliged to leave the great road in our 
way to Uljelwater, and inveftigate a pathlels 
defert over the mountains, .which invironed 
us,; we put QurfeLves under the conduft of 
a guide. 

Thefe mountains were covered with a pro- 
fiilton of huge ftones, and detached rocks ; 
among which we found many old people, 

and 
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andchiUr^ from the. neighhourit^ viUages* 
gathering a fpectes of white lydien, \haX 
grows upon the craggs ; and which we heard 
had been found very ufeful in dying a ]nur-< 
ray-colour. 

Ampng the difficulties of our rout over 
thefe mountains, the bogs and moraJIes we 
fliet with, were the moft troublefome. We 
were often obliged to diiinount ; and in fome 
parts the furface could hardly bear a man^ 
Where ruflies grew, our guide informed us, 
the ground was firmeft. We endeavoured 
therefore, as much as poffible, to make the 
little tulTocks of thefe plants the bafis of our 
footfteps. But as we could not convey this 
intelligence to our horfes, they often plunged 
very deep. 



In fevcral parts of our ride, we had a vie^y 
of that grand clufter of mountains, which 
forms a circle in the heart of Cumberland ; 
and makes a back-ground to the views in 
almoil every part of the extmmties of that 
county. Thefe mountains unite on the fouth 
with thofe of Weftmoreland. The fide next 
us was compofed of Skiddaw. — Thrclkate- 
D 4 fell. 
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fell, a part of which is called Saddle-back — * 
and Griiedale-fell. As we rode nearer the 
northern limit of this chain, Skiddaw, which 
is by much the higheft mounts, appeared 
in^peripeftive, the leaft. Behind thefe moun-r 
tains arife, in order, Mofedale-fell — Carrie — ■ 
andCaudbeck — the tops of which we fome- 
times few, from the higher grounds, peering^ 
in their blue attire, over the concave parts 
of the browner mountsuns, which ftood nearer 
the eye. 

Between us, and this circular .'chain, which 
occupied the whole horizon on the left, was 
^read a very cxtenfive vale ; ftretching from 
fide to fide hardly lefs than feven or eight 
miles } and in lengtb lyinding out of fight. 
It affords little beauty, except what arife? 
from the gradation of diftance: but it fiig- 
gcfts an idea of greatncfs j which fpace, and 
grand boundaries, however unadorned, will 
always fii^fcft.' 



Thi» idea hadi fometimes mifled the taftelcfs 
improver of little fcenes. He has heard, that 
^ace gives beauty j but not knowing how to 
accommodate the rule to circimiftances, he 

often 
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often ihews nU that is to be feen; when, 
in fa£t^ he ihould have hid half of it, as a 
deformity. Mere {pace gives the idea of 
grandeur^ rather than of bequty. Such an 
ideji the ocean preifents. But a Uttk fcene 
fannot prcfent it. Grandeur therefore is not 
attainoi by attempting it } while heauty is often 
loft. 



, Alc»ig this vale ran the great road we had 
juft left J which was no little ornament to 
it. , The mazy courfe of a river is a ftill 
nobler objeft of the iame kind : but a great 
road is no bad fubftitute; and is in Ibme 
xefpefts fuperior. The ri'ver being on a level, 
^d contmned within hanks, is generally too 
much hid, unlefs it be viewed from an eie- 
vflted point. But the road following the ine- 
qualities of the ground, is ealily traced by 
jhe eye, )is it winds along the fcveral eleva- 
tions, and depreflions it meets with ; and has 
{liffliefoFe more variety in it's courfe. 



On the right, forming the other fide of 
this cxtenfive vale, arife feveral very high 
r.'.:' l moun- 
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mountains; among which Hara-fidc, aiwJ' 
White-pike are the moft magnificent. At 
the bottom of thcfe, verging towards the flcirt» 
of the vale, are other hills lefs formidable; 
but two of them, called the Mell-fells, are 
very remarkable; bring fhaped like cartheit 
graves, in a country church-yard. 



A little before we approached the Mell- 
fells, the path we purfued led us undct a 
towering rocky hill, which is known by the 
name of 0^olfs-cragg, and is prolKibly one 
bf the monuments of this animal in Britain. 
It is a fortrefs intirely adapted to a garrifon 
of wolves i from whence they might plun- 
der the vale which was Ipread before them: 
and make prey of every thing, as far as 
the eye could reach. Such a landfcape, in 
painting, would be highly charafterizol by 
fuch appendages. It would have pleafed 
Ridinger. If that pifturefijue naturalift had 
been in queft of a wolf-fcene, he could not 
have found a better. 



When 
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When we had paffed , thw rang? of moun* 
tains, we got more into a beaten path, lead- 
ing to the village of Matterdale, about a 
mile only from UUelwatcrj which was ftill 
intirely excluded from our fight by high 
grounds. Here wc difiniffed our guide, and 
were direfted into Gobray-park, which i$ 
die northern boundary of the lake. 



This part of the country we found well 
inhabited : and the roads, at this feafon, much 
frequented. It was about the time of a fta- 
tute-fair; when the young people of the fe- 
veral villages leave their old fervices, and go 
to their new: Mid we were not a little en- 
tertained with the fimplicity, and variety of 
the different groups and figures we met^ both 
on horfeback, and on foot. 

Thrfe are the pifturefque inhabitants of a 
landfcape. The dreffed-out figures, and gaudy 
carriages, along the great roads of the capital, 
afford them not. The pencil rejefts with 
indignation the fplcndor of art. In grand 
fcencs, even the peafMit cannot be admitted, 

if 
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if he be employed in the loiV occupations of 

his profeffion : the fpade, the fcythe, and the 
rake are all excluded. 



Moral, and pifturefque ideas do not al- 
ways coincide. In a moral light, cultivation^ 
in all its parts, is pleafing; the hedge, and 
the furrow } the waving com field, and rows 
of ripened (heaves. But all thefe, the pic- 
turefque eye, in queft of fcenes of grandeur, and 
beauty, looks at with difguft. It ranges after 
nature, untamed by art, and burfting wildly 
into all its irregular forms, 

'■■■'■-■'■ '-' ' ■ " ' ■■ Juvat arra Tidere 

NoQ niftnt honuniun, non uUi obsoxia cunt. 

It is thus alfo in the introduction of figures. 
In a moral view, the induftrious mechanic is 
a more pieafing objeft, than the. loitering 
peaiant. But in a [u£turefque light, it is 
otherwife. The arts of induftry are rejefted i 
and even idlenefs, if I may fo fpeak, adds 
dignity to a chara6ler. Thus the lazy cow- 
herd refting'on his. pole j or the peaiant lol- 
ling on a rock, may be allowed in the grandelt 
fcenes i while the laborious mechanic, with 
his implements of labour, would be repulfed. 

The 
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The fiihernlan, it is true, may follow his 
. calling upOTi the lake : but he is indebted 
for this privilege, not to his art j but to 
the pi£turefque apparatus of it — his boat, and 
his nets, which qualify his art. Tbey are the 
obje£ls : be is but an appendage. Place him 
on the ftiore, as a fmgle figure, with his rod, 
and line ; and his art would ruin him. In a 
chearfiil glade, along a purling brook, near 
fome mill, or cottage, let him angle, if he 
pleafe: in fuch a fcene the pifturefque eye 
takes no offence. But let him take care not 
to introduce the vulgaiity of his employment 
in a fcene of grandeur. 



At the ianje time, we mull obferve, that 
figures, which thus take their inqwrtance 
merely from not niixing with low, mechanic 
arts, are at beft only pi^refque appendages. 
They are of a negative nature, neither, adding 
to the grandeur of the idea, nor taking from 
it. Th^ merely and fimply adorn a fcene. 

The characters, wluch are mofl fuited to 
tbefe fcenes of grandeur, are fuch as imprcfs 
us with fome idea of greatnefs, wildnefs, or 
^Tocity ; all which touch on the fublime. 

FigoF^ 



jy Google 



■( 46 ) 

Figures in long, folding draperies j gypfies • 
banditti j and foldiers, — not in modem re^- 
nientals ; but as Virgil pmnts them, 

— ^— ^ longia adoixi haftis, et fcuta tenentes : 

arc all marked with one or other of thefe 
charafters : and mixing with the magnificence, 
wildnefs, or horror of the place, they pro- 
perly coalefce ; and reflefting the fame images, 
add a deeper tinge to the charafter of the 
fcenc. 



For the truth of all thefe remarks I might 
appeal to the decifive judgment of Salvator 
Rofai who feems to have thoroughly ftudied 
propriety in figures, efpedally in fcenes of 
grandeur. His works are a model on this 
head. We have a book of figures, particu- 
larly compofed for fcenery of this kind, and 
etched by himfelf. In this collection there 
is great variety, both in the characters, groups, 
and drefles: but I do not remember, either 
there, or in any other of his works, a low, 
mechanic character. All his figures are either 
of (what I have called) the negative kind ; or 
marked with fome trait of greatnefs, wildnefs^ 
or ferocity. Of this laft fpecies his figures 

genc- 
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generally partook : his grand fcenes berng in- 
habited chiefly by banditti. 



I met with a paflage, not a little illuftra- 
tive of thefe remarks on figures, in the tra- 
vels of Mr. Thicknefs through Spain. 

" The worll fort of beggars, fays he 
in Spain are the troops of male, and female 
gypfies. They are of the genuine breed, and 
differ widely from all other gypfies ; and I 
may fay, from all other human beings. I 
often met troops of thefe people; and when 
an interview happens in roads very diftant 
from towns, or dwellings, it is not very plea- 
fing : for they alk, as if they knew they were 
not to be refufed ; and I daj*e fay often com- 
mit murders, when they can commit them 
by furprize. They are extremely fwarthy, 
with hair as black as jet ; and form very pic- 
turefque groups under the fhade of the rocks 
and trees of the Pyrjenean mountains, where 
they fpend thdr evenings, and live fuitably 
to the climate; where bread, and water, and 
idlenefs, are preferable to better fare dnd 
hard-labour." 
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SECT. XVIII; 

jTSN defcending the lull from Matterdale, 
^^ before we came to the lake, we had a 
beautiful fpectMen (as the natUralifts fpeak) 
of what in this ccnintry is called a ^Ih Th^ 
iroad carried us along the ed^of One of i^s 
precipices : but the chafin was io intirely 
. filled with wood, that when we looked down, 
we could not fe« into it. Even the fuft-beamSj 
unable to enter, hefted ohly on the tufited 
foliage of the trees, which grew from the 
fides. — ^ But the the eye was excluded, the 
ear was foothed by the harmony of an invilible 
torrent; whofe notes, founding along innu- 
merable broken fells, and Ibftened by afcending 
throngh the trees, were very melbdiouSi, 

A winding road brought us to the bottom; 
4vhere the torrent tumbling out of the wood, 

VOL. ti. E xe- 
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received u3. We had a flioit view into the 
drep recefles of the fcene, through the branches 
of xhc trees, which ftretched over the ftream ; 
but we had not time to penetrate it's alluring 
(hade. 



Having pafled over more high grounds, we 
came at length in view, of the lake. The firft 
catch of it was thus prefented. 

A road occupied the neare^ part of tin 
landfcape, winding aroimd a broken cliff; 
which rofe ccmfiderabiy on the left. A por- 
tion of a diftant mountain appeared on the 
right, with a fitiall part of the lake at it's 
fbot. The compofiti<Mi, as far' as it went; 
was correct r but we yet law only Miough 
to- excite our curiofity -, and to g^ve us, from 
the bearing of the Land, a general idea of the 
lake. 



Ull^water is the larg^ iakc in this comt-^ 

try, except Windermere ; being eight miles 

long i and about two broad in the wideft part; 

tho, in general, it rarely exceeds a mile in 

breadth. 
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breadth. It points nearly north, and ibifth} ' 
as moft of diefe lakes do; but being placed at 
an extremity of the barrier-mountains, it af- 
fords a greater variety than is exhibited by fuch 
lakes, as are iteoironed by them. Thcfe hav- ' 
ing few accompaniments, receive their character 
chiefly from the furrounding defolation. Such 
a lake is Wybum. Windermere, on the 
other hand, Kefwick, Butermer, and UUef' 
water may all be called boundary-lakes. One 
end of each participates more of the rugged 
cbuhtry ; and the other of the cultivated : 
tiio each end participates, in fome degree, of 
both. A few traits of romantic fcenery are 
added to the tamenefs of one end ; while the 
native horror of the other is foftened by a few 
chearfiil appendages. 

The form of UUelwater refcmbles a Z j only 
there is no angular acutenefs in it's Hne. It 
fpreads^ every where in an eafy curve j beau- 
lifiilly broken in fome parts by promontories. 
•^— The middle reach contains in length near 
two thirds of the lake. The fouthem fide is 
mountainous; and becomes more fo, as it 
verges towards the weft. As the mountains 
approach the north, they glide (as we have 
&en is uiiial in boundary-lakes) into meadows 
E 2 and 
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and paihires. The northern and weftem fides 
contmn a pxat variety of woody and rocky 
icenes } but thele alfo, as they approach the 
eaft, become finooth and fertilized. At the 
fouthem point, under impending mountains, 
lies the village of Patterdale. — With this ge- 
neral idea of UUelWater, let us return to the 
delcent from Matterdale^ where We caught the 
firft view of it. 



As we defcended rf little farther, the whole 
fcene of the lake opened before us ; and fuch a 
icene, as almoJl drew from us the apoftrophe 
of the inraptured bard, 

Vifiont of gioTj, {pan my aching £ght t 

Among all the vifiotts of this inchanting 
country, we had feen notlung fo beautifully 
fubUme, fo correftly pifturefque as this. — > 
And yet I am averfe to make comparifons ; 
especially on feeing a country but once. Much 
depends on the circumftances of fight, and 
weather: I would wifti therefore orily to fay, 
that I was more pleajtd with UUelwater, th^ 
with any lake I had feen j' adding, at the fame 
time, that we were' fortuiiate in a concurrence 
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of inddents, that aided it's beauty. We had 
hitherto feen all the lakes we had vifited, under 
a rough, or cloudy (ky; and tho thar dignity 
was certMnly increafed by that drcumflance ; 
yet the beauty of a lake in fplendid, ferene 
weather, aided, at tijis time, by the powers of 
contralt;, made a wonderful impreffion on the 
imagination. The impreifion might have been 
the fame, if UUefwateri had been the firft lake, 
we had ieen in a ftorm. 



" The effeft of the/«^AW, feys Mr. Burfte, 
25 ajiottijhment ; and the efFe£): of beauty ^ is plea* 
fure : but when the two ingredients mix, the 
cfE^ is in a good meafure deftroyed in both. 
They conftitute a ipecies fomething different 
both from the fublime and beautiful, which I 
have before callol^^ ; but this kind, I ima- 
l^e, has not fuch a power on the p^ons, 
^ther as vaft bodies have, which are endowed 
vnth the correlpond^t qualiti^ of the fublime; 
or as the qualities of beauty have, when united 
in a fmall objeft. The af&£lion produced by 
large bodies, adorned with the fpoils of beauty, 
P 3 »s 
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is a tention continually relieved} which. ap«r 
proaches to the nature of mediocrity *." 

This refined reafoning does not feem intirely 
grounded on experience. — I do not remembeir 
any fcenc in which beauty and fiiblimity, ac- 
cording to my ideas, are more blehded than in 
this : and tho Mr. Burke's ideas of beauty 
are perhaps more exceptionable, than his idea$ 
pf the fiiblime > yet it happens, that moft of 
the qualities, which he predicates , of both, 
imite in this fcene. Their effe£l therdbre, ac- 
corthng to his argument, fhould be deftroyed. 
But the feelings of every lover of nature, on 
viewing thcfe fcenes, I dare fey, would revolt 
from fuch re^ibning. Qurs cert^ly d^, 



The foreground of the grand view before us, 
is a part of Gobray-park, which belongs to the 
duke of Norfolk : rough, broken, and woody. 
Among the old oaks, which inriched it, herd^ 
of deer, and cattle grazed in groups. Beyond 
this is fpread an extenfive reach of the lakp, 
winding round a rocky promontory on the left j 



• Sublime and Beautiful, Part IV. Sea. 3j. 
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which is die point of a mountain, called Mar- 
tindale-fell, or Place-fell: the fouthem boun- 
dary of the lake. This promontory uniting 
with the mountain, lets it eafily down into 
the water, as by a ftep. An beftation, if I 
may fo call it, of this kind, eafes greatly the 
heavine& trf a line. In a diftanee, it is of left 
Gonfequence : but in all the nearer grounds, 
it is necefiaryt I fpeak chiefly however of 
thofe views, in which beauty, and grandeur are 
comt»ned. In thofe of limple grandeur, and 
foblipiity, as in that of Penmaninaur, for in- 
ftance, in North Wales, the heavy line, which 
■ is very remark^le in that fcene, from the Irifh 
K)ad, perhaps ftrengthens the elfe£t. 

Martindale-fell is entirely unplanted j but it's 
Une, and fiirfece are both well varied. Num- 
berlefs breaks (little vallies, and knolls) give it 
a lightnefs, without injuring it's fimplicity. 

Such was the difpotition of the objects, on 
the left of the lake : on the right, two woody 
promontories, puriuing each other in perfpec- 
tive, made a beautiful contrail: with the finooth' 
continuity of Martindale-fell, 

In front, the diftance was compofed of 
mountains, Ming gently into the hkt-, near, 
.. ' p ^ the 
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the edge of which lies the vill^ of Patter^ 
dale. 

We took this -view at a point, which hacl 
juft fo much elevation, as to give a variety to 
the lines of the lake. As we defcended to thQ 
water, the view was flill grand, and beautifulj 
but had loft fome of if 5 more pi6birerqu^ 
beauties: it had loft the foreground: it had 
loft the fweeping line round thf mountain on 
the left: and it had loft the recefs between 
the two woody promontories on the rights 
The whole margin of the lake was nearly re- 
duced to one ftr^ght; line. — The beauty of a 
view, efpecially in lake-fcenery, we have be^ 
fore obferved*, depends greatly on the nice 
pofition of it's point. 

Having fpcnt fome time in examining thi$ 
very inchanting fcene, vre ikirted the lake 
towards Patterdale, on a tolerable rpad, which. 
nms from one end of it to the other ; op the 
ibuth it is continued to Amblefid? j on the 
north, to Penrith. I call it a tolerable rc«id j 
but I mean only for horfes. It has not the 
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qilarteiing and commodious width of a car- 
riage-road. 



As we left Gobray-park, we took our rout 
along the margin of the firft of thofe woody 
promontories on the right* We were carried 
by the fide of the lake, through clofe lanes» 
and thick groves : yet not fo thick, but that' 
we had every where, through the openings 
of the trees, and windings of the road, views 
iji fronts and on the right, into woody re- 
ceffesi fome of which were very pleahng: 
and on the left, the lake, and all it's diftant 
furmture, broke frequently upon us. 



After fldrting the firft woody promontory, 
which carried us about a mile, die road turned 
fuddenly to the right, and led us round into 
the fecond, rifmg a confiderablc hdght above 
the water, -r— In this promontory, a new icene 
opened : the woods became intermixed vnth 
rock; and a great variety of beauliftil fore- 
grounds were produced. The rocks, through 
which the road was Ibmetimes cut, were 
chiefly on our right. — In this promontory alfo. 
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as wdl as in the other, we were amufed with 
catches of the lake, and of Martindale-fell, 
through the trees. 



S(Senes, like thefe, are adapted to every 
Iftate of the fky. They were beautiful in the 
calm feafon, in which we faw themj and in 
which indeed we wiJhed to fee them. But 
they would have received peculiar advantages 
alfo from a ftorm. The objects are all in 
that great ftyle, which is fuitcd to the lao- 
lences of nature. The imagination would 
have rifen with the tempeft, and given a 
double grandeur to every awful form. — The 
trees, in the mean time, which rear thera-f 
jlelves ftage above ftage, upon the moun* 
tmn's brow, and fpread down to the very 
road, would have made a noble Inilrument 
for the hollow blaft to found, confifting of 
various notes; while the furges of the lake, 
refounding among the caverns, and dailung 
againil the rocks, many fathoms below, would 
have aided the concert mth new notes of ter-. 
rific harmony. 
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— ' ■ ' '■ ' ■■ ' There » a mood, 

(I fiog not to the Tacut and the young) 

There is a kiodly mood of melancholy, • 

That wiogs the foul, and pomti her to the fky. 

IVMe winds, and tempefl* fweep the varioui lyre, 

How fweet the diapafon I . "■ - - - . 

The mind is not always indeed in unifon 
with fuch fcenes, and circumftances, as thefe. 
When it docs not happen to be fo, no eiFeit 
can be produced. Sometimes indeed the Icene 
may draw the mind into unifon j if it be not 
under the imprellion of ■ any ftrong pailion of 
an oppofite kind; but in a fort of neutral 
ftate. The effefl however will always be 
ftrongeft, when the mind happens to be po£. 
feffed of ideas congenial to the fcene — when, 
in a kindly mood of melancholy^ it feels itfelf 
. ibothed by the objefts around. 



But befides the mufic of winds and tem- 
pefts, the ecchoes, which are excited in dif- 
ferent parts of this lake, are ftill more grand, 
and affecting. More or lefs they accompany 
all lakes, that are circimifcribed by lofty, and 
rocky fkreens. * We found them on Winder- 
mere i we found them on Denventwater. But 

every 
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every lake, being furrounded by rocks and 
mountains of a ftrafture peculiar to itfelf, 
forms a variety of infhniinents j and, of courfe, 
a variety of founds. The ecchoes therefore 
of no two lakes are alike} unlefe they are 
mere monotoniftsr 

We took notice- of a very grand eccho on 
the weftem ihores of the great ifland in Win^ 
dermere: but the moft celebrated ecchoes 
are did to be found on UUelwaterj in fbme 
of which the found of a cannon is diftui^tly 
reverberated fix, or fcven times. It firft rolls 
over the head in one vaft peal. — Then fiibr 
fiding a few feconds, it rifes again in a grand, 
interrupted burft, perhaps on the right. — 
Another folemn paufe enfues. Then the found 
arifes again on the left. — Thus thrown fiom 
rock to rock, in a fort of aerial perfpeftive, 
it is caught again perhaps by fome nearer 
promontory; and returning full on the ear, 
iurprizes you, after you thought all had been 
over, with as great a pe^ as at firft. 

But the grandeft effeft of this kind is pro- 
duced by a fucceffive diichar^ of cannon *j 

* The dnke of Portland, who haa property in tliit neigh- 
bourhood, has a veffel on the lake, with bnb guiUt foi' the 
purpofe of exciting ecchoei. 

at 
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at the interval of a few &conds between each 
difcharge. The ^feft of the firft is not over, 
when die ecchoes of the fecond, the third, 
or perhaps of the fourth, begin. Such a va- 
riety c^ awfiil founds, mixing, and commix- 
mg» and at the fame moment heard from all 
iides, have a wonderful effeft on the mind) 
.as if the very foundations of every rock on the 
lake were giving way; and the whole fcene, 
from fbme ftrange convulfion, were falling, 
into general ruin. 

Thefe founds, which are all of the t^rific 
kind, are iiiited chiefly to Icenes of grandeur 
during fome moment of wildnefs, when the 
lake is under the agitation of a ftorm. In a 
calm, ftill evening, the gradations of an eccho, 
dying away in diftant thunder, are certainly 
heard vnth moA advantage. But that is a 
different idea. You attend then only to the 
ecchoes themfelves. When you take the fcene 
into the combination ; and attend to the effcft 
of the whole together j no doubt fuch foirnds^ 
as are of the moft violent kind, are beft^ fuited 
to moments of the greateft uproar. 

But there is another fpecies. of ecchoes, 
-which are as well adapted to the lake in all 
if 8 ftillnefs, and tranquilHty, as the others 
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are to if s nildnds, and confiifion : and which 
recommend themfelves chiefly to thole feel- 
ings, which depend on the gentler move^ 
ments of the mind. Inftead of cannon, let 
a few French-horns, and clarionets be intro- 
duced. Softer mulic than fuch loud wind- 
inftruments, would fcarce have power to vi- 
brate. The effeft is now wonderfully changed. 
The found of a cannon is heard in burfts. It 
is the modified mufic of thunder. But the ron- 
tinuation of mufical founds forms a continuatioB 
of mufical eccboes j which reverberating around 
the lake, are exquifitely melodious in that 
feveral gradations ; and form a thouland 
lymphonies, playing together from every, part. 
The variety of notes is inconceivable. The 
ear is not equal to their imiumerable combi- 
nations. It liftens to a fymphony dyipg 
away at a diftancc; when other melodioit^ 
founds arife cloie at hand. Thefe have fcarce 
attrafted the attention ; when a difieroit mode 
of harmony arifes from another quarter. In 
(hort, every rock is vocal, and the whole lake 
is transformed into a kind of magical feene;. 
in which every prpmontory leems peopled, by 
aerial beings, anfwering each other in celeilial 
mufic. 
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- How often from the fieepi 



. Of ecchoing hill, or thicket, have we heard 
Celeftial Toices to the midnight air, 
S*^, or refponfive each to other's note, 
Sin^g their great Creator ! Oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk. 
With heavenly tonch of iirftnimental founds. 
In fiill harmonic nnmber joined, their fongs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heavra. 



Ha^ing now almoft Ikirted the two woody 
promontories in our rout to Patterdale, we 
found the conclufion, the grandeft part of the 
whole icenery. It is a bold projc6lion of rock 
finely marked, and adorned with hanging 
woods 3 under the beetling liimmit of which 
the road makes a fudden turn. This is the 
pcHnt of the fecond promontory; and, I be*- 
Ijeve, is known by the name of Stiira-cragg. 

The trees which compofe the whole 
icenery through both thefe promontories, are 
in general, oak. 



From hoice through lanes of the fame 
kind, though lefs fuperbly decorated, we 
came to the village of Patterdale; (ituated 
on riling ground, among two or three little 
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rivers, or branches of a river, which feal 
the lake. It lies in a cove of mountains, 
open in front to the fbuthem reach of the 
lake; beyond wluch appear the high, woody 
lands of Gobray-park. The fituation is 
magnificent. 



Among the cottages of this ^^Ilage, ftands 
a houfe, belong^g to a peribn of ibmewhat 
better condition; whofe little eftate, which 
he occupies himfelf, lies in the neighbourhood* 
As his property, inconfiderable as it is, is 
better than that of any of his neighbours, it 
has gdned him the title of King of PatterdaUy 
in which his fiimily name is loft. His ancef- 
tors have long enjoyed the title before hinl* 
We had the honoitr of feeing this prince, as he 
took the diverfton of fifhing on the lake ; and I 
could not help thinking, that if I were inclined 
to envy the fituation of any potentate in 
Europe, it would be that of the king of Pat- 
terdale. The pride of Windfor and Verimlles 
would (hrink in a comparifon with the magni- 
ficence of his dominions. 



The 
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The great fimplicity of this Country, and 
that rigid temperance, and economy, to which 
necefllty obliges all its inhabitants, may be ex- 
emplified by the following little hiftory. 

A clergyman, of the name of Mattifon, 
was minifter of this place fixty years ; and 
died lately at the age of ninety. During the 
early part of his life, his benefice brought 
him in only twelve pounds a year. It was 
afterwards increafed, {I fuppofe by the queen's 
bounty,) to eighteen; which it liever ex- 
ceeded. On this income he married — ^ brought 
up four children -^ lived comfortably among 
his neighbours — educated a ion, I believe, at 
the univerfity — > and left upwards of one thoii- 
£ind pounds to his &mily. — With that fin^ 
gular fmiplicity, and inattention to forms^ 
which chara£terize a country like thisj he 
himfelf read the burial-fervice over his ino- 
ther } he married his father to a iecond wife ; 
and afterwards buried him. He publifhed his 
own banns of marriage in the churchy with a 
woman, whom he had formerly chriftened} 
and himfelf married all his four children. 

Toi. II. f From 
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From this ipecimen, the manners of the 
Country may eafily be conceived. At a dif* 
tance from the refinements of the ag^ they 
are at a diftance alfo fi'om its vices. Many 
fage writers, and Montefquieu* in particu- 
lar, have fuppofed theft rough fcenes of na- 
ture to have a great effeft on the human 
mind : and have found virtues in mountainous 
countries, which were not the growth of 
tamer regions. Many opinions perhaps have 
paffed current among mankind, with lefs 
foundation in truth. Montefquieu is in qadk 
chiefly of political virtue — liberty— bravery 
•—and the arts of bold defence-: but, I he- 
lieve, here likewife private virtue is equally 
befriended. It is the hap^nnefs of ihe people 
of this rough country, that they have no 
great roads among diem : and that thdr limple 
villages, on the fides of lakes, and mountains, 
ai-e in no line of communication with any 
of the bufy hattnts of men. Ignorance is 
fometinKS called the mother of vice. I ap- 
prehend it to be as often the nurfe of in^ 
nocence. 



• Book XVHI. Ch. II, 

Much 
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Much have thofe travellers to anftver for^ 
whofe cafual intercourie with this innocent, 
and limple people tends to corrupt them ; 
to difTeminate among , them ideas of extrava* 
gance, and diffipation — to gpve them a tafte 
for pleaiiires, and gratifications, of which they 
had no ideas -^ to inJTpire them with difcontent 
at home — and v taint their rough, induftri- 
ous manners with idlenefs, and a thirft after 
^dflioneft means. 

If travellers would frequent tiiis country 
with a view to examine it'^ grandeur, anqt 
beauty — or to explore it's varied, and curious 

r^ons with the eye of philofophy oar, i^ 

that could be hoped, to adore the great Crea- 
tor in thefe his fubUmer works — if, in their 
pallage through it, they could be content 
widi fiich fere as the country produces j or 
at leaft reconcile themfelves to it by manly 
exercife, and fatigue (for there is a time^ 
when the ftomach, and, the plaineft food will 
be found in perfect harmony) — if they could 
thus, inftead of corrupting the manners of an 
innocent people, learn to amend thdr own-,* 
F 2 by 
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by feeing in how narrow a compafe the wants 
of human life may be comprdTed — a journey 
through thefe wild fcenes might be attehded 
perhaps with more improvement, than a jour- 
ney to Rome, or Paris. Where maimers are 
poUfhed into vicious refinement, fimplifying 
is the befl mode of improving > and the ex- 
ample of itmocence is a more inftruftive leffon, 
th^ any that can be taught by artifts, and 
literati. 

But thefe parts are too often tfie refrat 
of gay company, who are under no imprefHons 
of this kind— who have no ideas, but of ex- 
tending the Iphere of their aniufements — or, 
of varying a life of difHpation. The grandeur 
of die country is not taken into the ques- 
tion : or, at leaft it is no otherwife confidered, 
than as affording Ibme new mode of plea- 
furable enjoyment. Thus even the diverfions 
of Newmarket are introduced — diverfions, 
one would imagine, more fordgn to the na- 
ture of this country, than any other. A 
number of horfes are carried into the middle 
of a lake in a flat boat. A plug is drawn 
from the bottom : the boat finks, and. the 
horfes are left floating on the fur&ce. In dif- 
ferent 
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Saxat directions they make to land ; and the 
horfe, which arrives fooneft, fecures the prize. 

Strmiu DU exercet iuertip ; nanbua atque 
Quadrigia pettmus bene Tiyeie. Quod petit, hk eft i 
Eft Ulubiii { tnimui fi te nixi deficit Kquui. 
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SECT. XIX. 

TTAVING fpent two hours at Patterdalc, 

■*■ in refrefhing our horfes, and in furvey- 

_ ing die beauty of it's fituation j we left it with 
regret, and fet out for Penrith. 



We had now the whole length of the lake 
to fldrt; part of which we had already tra- 
vcrftd in our rout from Gobray-park : but 
we felt no reluctance at taking a fecond vien 
of it. 



As we traverfed the two woody prora<m- 
tories, which ipe had paflM in the moming» 
we had a grand exhibition of the middle reach 
of the lake; which, I have obferved, is by 
fer the longeft. Martindale-fell, "fhooting 
into the water, which before adorned the left 
F 4 .of 
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of the landfcape, now took it's £)ution on the 
right. The left was compofed of the high 
woody grounds about Gobray-park. — In the 
center, the hills gently declining, formed a 
boundary at the bottom of the lake } ftretching 
fer to the eaft. — As a for^round, we had 
the woods, and rocks of the two promontories, 
through >vhich wc pafled. 



Such were the outlines, and compofibon oS 
the view before us j but it's colouring was ftill 
more exquifite. 

The fun was now delirending low, and caft 
the broad fhades of evening athwart the land- 
fcape, while his beams, gleaming with yellow 
luftre through the vallics, fpread over the in- 
lightened fummits of the mountains, a thou* 
fand lovely tints — in fober harmony, where 
fome deep r?cefs was feintly fhadowed — in 
fplendid hue, where jutting knolls, or pro- 
montories recdyed the ftdler radiance of the 
diver^ng ray. The air was ftill : the lak^ 
one vaft expanle of cryftal mirror. The 
mountain-fliadows, which ibmetimes give the 
water a deep, black hue (in many circum- 
ftances, extremely pi£turefque ;) were ibftened 

hei-c 
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here into a mild, blue tint, which iwept over 
half the fur^ce. The other half received the 
fair impreflion of every radiant form, that 
glowed around. The inverted landfcape was 
touched in fainter colours, than the real one. 
Yet it was more than iaid in. It wa« al- 
moft finilhed. The laft touches alone were 
wanting. 

What an admirablp ftudy for the pallet is 
Juch a fccnc as this ! infinitely beyond the- 
camera's contrafted bounds. Here you fee 
nature. in her full dimenfions. You are let 
into the very myftery-^— into every artifice, of 
her pencil. In the refieSied pi^ure, you fee 
-the ground Jhe lays in — the great effefts pre- 
ferved — and that vol of expreffive obfcurity 
throvni over all, in which what is done, is 
done fo exquifitely, that if you wilh thc^nijb- 
ing touches, you wifli them only by the fame 
inimitable hand that gave the fketch. Turn 
from the fhadow to the reality, and you have 
them. There the obfcurity is detailed, The 
pifture, and the fHetch refleft mutual graces 
on each other, 

I dvrell the longer on this view of Ullef- 
,water, becaufe during five days, which we fpent 
in this romantic country, whei'c^ we toqk ^ 

view. 
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view of fo many lakeis, this was the only mo- 
ment, in wMch we were {o fortunate, as to 
&e the water in a pure, reflefting ftate. Partial 
exhibitions of the kind we had often met 
with : but here we were prefented with an 
exhibition of this kind in it's utmoft magni- 
ficence. 



Having examined this veiy lovely landfcape, 
fo perfeft both in compofition, and in coloiuing, 
we proceeded in our rout along the lake. 

We now re-enter«l Gobray park; which 
afforded us, for near three miles, a, great va- 
riety o£ beautiful fcenes on the left, compoled 
of rocky, and broken-ground, foreft-trecs, 
coplc-wood, and wooded hills : while the 
lake, and mountains, whoie fummits were 
now glowing with the ftill fplendor of an 
evemng fan, were a continued fund of varied 
entertainment on the right. The eye was both 
amufed, and relieved by furveying the two 
different modes of fcenery in fucceffion: the 
broad ihades, and bright diverfified tints, of 
the diftant mount^ns, on one fidej and the 
beautiful forms, and objefts of th^ foreground, 
on the other. 

One 
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One part of the foreground was marked 
with fingular wilthiefs. It was a kind of 
rocky pals near the margin of the lake; 
known, . I believe, by the name of Tew-cragg. 
If Cisfkr had feen it. It would have ftruck 
him in a military light j and he would have 
defcribed it as a defile, "anguftum, & dif- 
ficile, inter montem, & lacimi ; quo vis 
iinguli carri ducerentur. Mons altiflimus 
impendebat ; ut facile perpauci tranlitum pro- 
hibcrepoffent*." 

. But our imaginations were more amuled 
with, pifturefque, than military ideas. It 
ftruck iis therefore, merely as an obje^ of 
beauty. — It's features were thefe. 

At a little diftance from the lake, the brokoi 
iide of a mountmn falls abruptly to the ground 
in two noble tiers of rock ^, both which are 
fhattered in every dire6tion. The rocks 
were ornamented in the richeft manner with 
wood. The road ikirted the lake j and between 
it and the rocks, all was rough, broken- 
ground, intangled with brakes, and impailable. 
Among the rocks arofe a grove of foreft-tiws. 



of 



,y Google 



( 7* ) 
of various haght, according to the inequality 
Qf the ground. Here and there, a few fcsit- 
tered oaks, the fathers of the foreft, reared 
their peeled, and withered trunks acrofs the 
glade i and fct off the vivid green of the more 
luxuriant trees. The deer ftartjng from the 
brakes, as the feet of our horfes approached, 
^ed new mldnefs to the native character of 
the view ; while the fcrearas of a hemery (the 
wildeft notes in nature) allowed the ear to 
participate in the efFeft. 

The iUununation of this grand mafs of rock 
was as interefting, as the compofition of it. 
It was overfpread, when we few it, with a deep 
ev^ng-fliadow, with many a darker tint in 
the clofcr receffes. A mild ray, juft tinged 
with the blufh of a letting lun, tipped the 
fummits of the trees : 



While, nifliiiig through the branchei, rifted cliffi 
JOart their whii* heads, tni gliittr through the;i^iMi> 



Were a man difpofed to turn hermit, I know 
not where he could fix his abode more agree- 
ably than here. The projefting rocks would 
- affonl 
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lafford a Sheltered fituation for his cell ; which 
would open to a fcene every way fitted for 
meditation. He might wander along the 
bottom of a mountain 3 and by the fide of 
a lake, unfrequent^, except by the foot of 
curiofity j or of feme hafty (hepherd, feeking 
for the ftra^lers of ids flock. Here he might 
enjoy the ccmtonplation of nature in all her 
fimplidty and grandeur. This fingle land- 
fcape, the mere invirons of his cell, under all 
Ae varieties of light, and {hade — fim-fliine, 
and ftorm — morning, and evening, would itfelf 
afford an inexhaufted fund of entertainment : 
while the ample tome expended daily before 
his eye, would banifh the littlenefs of life ; 
and naturally imprels hi» mind with great 
ideas. - • 



From this wild icene we (ooa entered ano-^ 
ther of a different caft. It was a circular 
plain, about half a mile in diameter j fiir- 
rounded by mountains, wltib an opening to 
the lake. The pl^ was finooth, but varied ; 
the mountains, rather low, but rugged. 



A valley. 
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A valley, like this, confiderea as a wbole^ 
has little pifturefque beauty. But a pic- 
turefque eye will find it's ofcpefts even here* 
It will inveftigate the hills, and pick out fuch 
portions, as are moft plealing. Thefe it will 
form into backgrounds, ajid inrich the fore- 
ground (wWch can only be a plain) with 
cattle, trees, or other objefts. — Even fuch 
fimple fcenes, by the aid of judicious lights, 
may form pictures. 



We had the fame kind of view foon after, 
repeated -* a circular valley, fuiround^ with 
mountains, tho varied in many particulars 
from the other. Both however were equally 
unadorned; and as both were capable, by a 
few well-cho&n' accompaniments, of bang 
formed into good pictures } fo likewise both 
were capable of being made delightful fcenes 
in nature, by a little judicious planting ; tho 
we muft ftill have wifhed this planting to 
have had the growth of a century. 
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It is remarkable, that we find Icarce any 
diipojition of ground, that bdongs to a moun- 
tainous country, of which Virgil has not taken 
notice. The fcenes we now examined, he 
exactly defcribes : only he has given his hilh 
the ornament of wood, which he knew was 
their moft pifhirefque drefs. 



Graminenin in cantptun, qucm coUibui undique curvia 
Cingebant fylvx, medtaque in ralle theatri 
Circua erat. •• — : . ■■ 



Not &r from theie circular plains ftands 
Gobray-balli once the capital of theie do- 
mains ; but now a negle£led manlion. If 
fituation can recommend a place, this feem$ 
to enjoy one in great perfi^on. It ftands 
on high ground, with higher ftill behind it; 
We did not ride up to the houfe j but it 
leemed to command a noble view of the lake, 
and of the fcenery ar<Hind it. 



Nearly at the point nrfiere Ullelwater makes 
it's laft curve, ftands the village of Water- 
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Mullock ; (Ituated rather mthin the land. 
Through this place the road carried us to 
the laft reach of the lake ; which is the l^afl: 
beautiful part. Here the Mils grow finooth, 
and lumpifh ; and the country, at every ftep, 
lofes feme of the wild ftrokes of nature; and 
degenerates, if I may fo fpeak, into cultiva- 
tion. 



At the end of the lake Hands Dunmdllety 
a remarkable hill, which overlooks the laA: 
reach ; but is itlelf rather a diigu(ting obje£l. 
Shaped with conic exaftnefs ; planted tini- 
formly with Scotch firs ; and cat as umfomily 
into walks verg^g to a center, it becomes a 

wle termination of a noble view. Once 

probably it was more intereftingj when the 
Roman eagle was planted, as it formerly was^ 
upon it's fummit — when it's bold, rough fides 
were in uniibn with the obje6ts around-^ and 
a noble caftle frowned, from it's precipices 
over the lake. This fbrtrels, whofe ram- 
parts may yet be traced, muft once have 
been of confiderable importance, as it com- 
manded all the avenues of the country. 

Wc 
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. We had now fintfhed our view of UUet- 
water, which contains a wonderful variety 
of grand, and pifburefque fcenes, compreffed 
within a very narrow compafs. — In one part^. 
not far from Water-MuUock, the road carried 
us to the higher grounds, from whence 
we had a view of the whole lake, and all it's; 
vaft accompaniments together — a troubled fea' 
of moimtans ; a broken fcene — amufmg, but 
not piiturefque. 



, In our evening-ride, we had Ikirted only 
one fide of the lake;' and wifhed our time 
would have allowed, us to ikirt the other alio. 
it is probable the fouthem coaft might have, 
aiforded very noble diftant views of the woods, 
and rocks of Gobray-park, and the adjacent 
lofty grounds. 



We could have wiflied aUb to have navi-t 
gated the lake : for though views from the 
water^ are in general lefs beautiful, than the 
fame views from the lanJ, as they want the 

. vol. II. G ' advantage 
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advantage of a foreground, and alio bring 
the horizon too low *j yet it is probable the 
grand reaches of this lake, and the woody 
promontories, round which the water winds, 
would, have chfplayed many beautiful paffages' 
from a boat. 

One view from the water, we heard much 
eommended, that of the laft reach of the . 
lake, towards the conic hill of Dunmallet. 
The fides of the lake — it's gliding away into 
the river Eamot, which carries it off — Pooly-' 
bridge, which is thrown over that river, at 
the bottom of the lake — and the country 
beyond — were ■ all much extolled : but we 
could not conceive, that any views, at this 
end of the lake, could be comparable to what 
we had feen near the ftiores of Patterdale : 
•(pecially any views, in which the regular 
form of Dunmallet made fo confiderablc a' 
part. 



It would have added alfo to our amulement, 
to have taken a view of the lake by moon- 



• See page 95. Vol. i. 

light. 
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liglit. For tho it is very difficult tH 
fainting to manage fa feeble an effufion of 
light in fuch a manner, as, at the fame time, 
to illuitline ohjeSfs^ and produce an effeSi ; 
yet the reality, in fuch fcenes as thefe, is 
attended dften with a wonderful folemnity 
and grandeur. That fhadowy form of great 
objefts, which is fometimes traced out by a 
filver threadi and fometimes by a kind of bright 
obfcurity on a darker ground, almoft oppreffes 
the imagination with fublime ideas. EfFefts 
alfo we fometimes fee of light and fhade/ 
tho only faintly marked. In the abfence of 
colour, the clair-obfcure is more ftrildngj 



espandbd llieet of light 



Diffufing! while the fhades (from rock to rocfc 
Irregularly thrown,) with foleron gloom - 
■Diyerfify the whole. — -_ 



1 cannot leave the fcenes of UUefwater, 
without taking notice of an uncommon fifti, 
which frequents it's waters; and which is 
equally the objeft of the naturalift, and of 
the epicure. It is of the trout-fpecies ; beau- 
tifiilly clad in fcales of fflver ; firm, and finely 
G 2 flavoured j 
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-flavoured,'- and of fUch dimcnJionff, that it 
has fometimes been known to weigh between 
thirty and forty pounds. The iame fpecies is 
found in the lake of Geneva ; and, I believe, 
in other lakes. 



Having now paft the limits of the lake, 
we traverfed a very plealant country in our 
road to Penrith, keeping the Eamot com-, 
monly within view on our right ; and leaving 
on the left, the ruins of Dacre-caftle, thq 
ancient feat of the noble family of that name. 



No part of Cumberland is more inhabited 
by the gentecfer femilies of the county, than 
this. Within the circumference of a few miles 
ftand many of their houfes ; fome of which 
have formerly been caftles : but the road car- 
ried us in view only of two or three of them. 



Before we arrived at Penrith, one of thefe- 

fortreffes, which is known by the name of, 

IPenrith-caftle, prefented us with a very noble- 

ruin J and undo- the moft intereftuig circum-.- 

ftances. 



,y Google 



,y Google 



1.1 Google 



( 85 ) 

ftanees. The iun, which, through the length 
of a iummer-day, had befriended us with 
411 his- morning, noon, and evening powers, 
preparing now, with farewel fweet, to take 
his leave, gave us yet one more Ipcautiful 
exhibition. 

A grand broken arch prefented itfelf firft 
in deep Ihadow. Through the aperture ap- 
peared a part of the internal ftru£lure, thrown 
into perfpe6live to great advantage ; and illu- 
mined by the departing ray. Other fragments- 
of the {hattered towers, and battlements were 
jufl touched with the iplendid tint : but the 
body of light refted on thofe parts, which 
were ieen through the fhadowwi arch. 

In the ofFskip, beyond the caftle, arofe ^ 
hill, in fhadow likewife j on the top of which- 
ftood a lonely beacon. The windows anfwer- 
ing each "other, we could juft difcem the 
glowing honzon through them -r— a circum-= 
ftance, which however trivial in delcnption, 
has a beautiful "effeft in landfcape. — This 
beacon is a monument of thofe tumultuous 
times, which preceded the union ; and the 
only monument of the kind now remaining 
in thefe. parts; though fiich beacons were 
formerly ftationed over the whole cpuntry y 
03 and 
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and could fpread intelligence, in'i few ftcpnds 
from one end of it to the other. 

At this later day thefe caftles and pofts 
of alarm, adorning th& country, they once 
defended^ raife pleafing reflections on a com- 
parifon of prefent times with paft— .thofe tur- 
bulent time§, when no man could fleep in 
fafety unlefs fecured by a fortrefs. In war 
he fisared the invafion of an open enemy : and 
in peace a mifchicf ftill more fp^idable, the 
ravages of banditti ; with whom the country 
was always at that time inlfcft^i. Thefe 
wretches were compofed of" the- outlaws from 
both nations ; and inhabiting the fafhieiTes of 
bogs, and mountains, ufed to Tally out, and 
plunder in all direftions, 



Penrith is a neat town, fituated not un- 
pleaiantly, under moxmtains ; and in the neigh- 
bourhood of lakes. 

In the church-yard we few an ancient mo- 
nument, which has occafioned much fpecu- 
lation among antiquarians. It confifts of two 
rough pillars, with four femicircular ftones, 
fixed in the ground between them. Dr. Todd, 
an antiquarian of the laft age, found out four 

wild- 
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wUU-boars, and other mgenious devices, wi 
the different parts of this monument. We 
exanuned it with attehtion : but could not 
find even the moft diftaiit rcfemblance of any 
form in nature. The whole furfece feemed 
to be nothing more than a piece of roUgh 
chilTel-work. — -In the church, which is a 
handibme, plain ftru6tare, is placed a ftone, 
recor^ng die ravages of the plague among 
the feveral towns of this neighbourhood, in 
the year 1598. 



As we leave Penrith, which is within twenty 
miles of Carlifle, we enter that vaft wafte, 
called Inglewood-forejiy through which we 
rode at leaft nine miles ; in all wMch fpacc 
there is fcarce a tree to be feen ; and yet 
were it well planted, as it once probably was, 
many parts of it ftiight be admired: for the 
ground makes bold and noble fwells j the 
back fcencry is compbfed of a grand "Iweep 
of mount^ns ; and on the left, are diftaat 
views into a cultivated country. 

The mountains, which adorn thefe icenes, 

are the feme we iaw, as we left Keftdck j 

only the more northern part of that circular 

G 4 chain 
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chaiiti is how tiimed towards us. In" this 
view, the ridge of Saddle-back affumes that 
fliape, from which it derives it's appellation. 
That part of Inglcwood-foreft, which lies 
neareft the town, is known by the name of 
Penrith-fell, confiding of rough, and hilly, 
grounds. One of the higheft hills is occu- 
pied by the beacon, of which ive had a dif- 
tant view, as we examined the ruins of Pen-. 
rith-caftle. ■ ' 



On this fpot, in the year 1715, the Cum- 
berland militia aiEnnbled to oppofe the rebels 
in their march to the ibuth. But a miHtia 
without difcipline, is never formidable. Thev 
whole body fled, as the van of the rebels , 
appeared marching round an oppofite hiU. 

Nicolfon, biftiop of Carlifle, a ftrenuous 
man, who had been very inftrumental in 
bringing them together, and now attended 
their march; was fo chagrined, and mortified 
at their behaviour, that in a fit of obftinate. 
vexation, he would not quit the field. -The^ 
enemy was coming on apace. His feo^ants 
rode up to the coach for orders. The biftibp- 
fat mute with indignation. All thoughts of, 
himielf 
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hiihlelf were loft in the: public dilgrace. His. 
coachman however, whofe feelings were.lcfs; 
delicate, thinking the management of affairs, 
in this interruption of government, now de- 
volved upon him, laftied his horfes, and car- - 
lied his raafter off the field. 



On the verge of the foreft, at a place called 
Plumpton, a large Roman ftation (or .ftative 
camp) runs a quarter of a mile, on the right. 
You trace the ground broken variouily, -where, 
tents, kitchens, and earthern tables probably 
itood, not unlike the veftiges of a - modem- 
encampment. On the left appear the lines 
of a fort of confiderable dimenfions, about 
one' hundred and fifty yaills' fquare, which 
was once the citadel of this, military colony.- 
The ramparts," and ditches may eafily be traced 
on every fide. 

The great read indeed,' which we travelled, 
is intirely Roman; Mid is laid almoft :by a 
line over the foreft. You feldom fee a winding 
road of Roinah conftruftion. Tbdr furveyors, 
and pioneers had no idea of the line of beauty ; 
nor ftood in reverence of any inclofures ; but 
always took ■ the fliortgft cut; making, the- 
: Appian 
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Appian way the model of all their provincial 
roads. 

At Ragmire, about a mile ferther, where 
the road croffcs a bog, large wooden frame- 
works, yet uninjured by time, were lately 
dug upi which the Romans had l<dd, as a 
foundation for their caufey, over that un- 
ftable furiace. 



On leaving Inglewood-foreft, the road en- 
ters an inclofed country, in which is little 
variety, and fcarce an intercfting objeft, till 
we arrive at Carlifle. 



The approach to that dty, from the rifmg 
ground, near the little vilkge of Her^y is 
grand. The town, which terminates a vifta 
of a mile in length, takes a very compact 
form; in which no pjut is feen, but what 
makes a handibme.a{q)earance. The fquare, 
and iiia0y tower of the callle rifeis on the 
right : in the middle, tiie cathedral rifes ftill 
higher i and contiguous to it, on the left;. 
appear the round towers of the citadel ; which 
was built by Henry VIII. in the fiarm of aU 

hi» 
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his caftles on the Hampfhire, and Kentlih 
coafts. 

The beauty however of this approach is 
foon loft. As we defcend the hill from 
Hereby, the town finks into the inlignificance 
of ifs invirons. 

The entrance is ftill beautiful} the road 
winding to the gate round the towers of the 
citadel. 
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S E C T. XX, 

T7EW towns offer a fairer field to an anti- 
quary, tlian Carlifle. It's origin, . and 
hiftory, are remote, curious and obfcure. It 
was unqueftionably a place of confequence in 
Roman times. Severus's wall juft includes 
it in tlK Britifli pale. The veftiges of that 
barrier run within half a mile of it's gates; 
and it probably figured firft under the charac- 
ter of a fortrefs, on that celebrated rampart. 

In after ages it had it's Ihare fucceffively 
in the hiftory of Saxons, Danes, and Scots; 
and ■ dui'ing the revolutions of thefe feveral 
nations, was the fcene of every viciflitude of 
war. It hath been frequently befiegcd, pil- 
laged, burnt and rebuilt. Once it lay buried 
in it's ruins for the Ipace of two centuries. 
Rufus brought it again into exiftence. The 
prefent town is founded on the veftiges of 

former 
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former towns j which in fflany parts havd 
railed the ground within, nearly to the haght 
of the walls. The foundations of a houfe are 
rai'ely dug without diiturbing the ruins of ibme 
other houfe. It has been the reftdence ; and 
it has been the prifon of kings. An old afh- 
tree is ftill ihewn, near the gate of the caftle j 
which is £iid to have been planted by the 
unfortunate Mary of Scotland, who {pent a 
part of her capti\^ty in this fortrels ; whither 
flie was foon brought, after her landiiig at 
Workington. Many princes alfo have flied 
their royal fevours on this ancient town ; and 
made it's fortifications their care. 

Now all it's military honours are difgraced. 
Northern commotions are no longer dreaded!. 
It's gates ftand always open ; and it's wallsi 
the obje£t of no farther attention, are falling 
fall into ruin. The firing of a inoming and 
an evening gun from the caftle, which was 
the laft garrifon-form that remained, hath been 
difcontinucd thefe fix years, to the great regret 
of the countiy around, whofe hours of labour 
it regulated. 

But 
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But I mean not to enter into the hiftory of 
Carlifle : it concerns me only as an objeit of 
beauty. Within it's walls indeed it contains 
little that deferves notice. The caftle is heavy 
in all it's parts, as thefe fabrics commonly are. 
It is too perfeft to afford much pleafure to the 
pifturefque eye ; except as a remote obje£t, 
foftened by diftance. Hereafter, when it's 
fhattered towers, and buttreffes, give a light- 
nefs to it's parts, it may adorn fome future 
landfcape. 

The cathedral deferves ftill lefs attention. 
It is a heavy, Saxon pile j and there is nothing 
about it, that is beautiful -, except the eaft- 
window, which is a rich, and very elegant 
piece of Gothic ramification. 

Thsfratryj as it is called, or chapter-houfe, 
in the' abbey, is the only building that de- 
ferves notice. On one fide, where it has 
formerly been connected with the cloyfters, it 
has little beauty: but on the other, next the 
deanery, it's proportions and ornaments are 
elegant. It feems to be of that ftyle of arehi- 
teflure, which prevailal rather before the two 
later Henries. 

But 
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But though CarUfle furnifhes little amufe- 
ment within it's walls ; yet it adds great 
beauty, as a diftant objeft, to the country 
around. Few towns enjoy a better fituation. 
It ftands on a rifing ground, in the midft of 
meadows, watered by two confiderable rivers ; 
which flowing on different fides of the city^ 
unite a little below it; and form the whole 
ground-plot, on which it ftands, into a kind 
of peninfula. Beyond the meadows, the 
ground rifes, in almoft all parts, at different 
diftances. 

The meadows around it, e^ecially along 
the banks of the river Eden, want only a, 
little more wood to make them very beautiful. 
In high floods, which happen two or three 
times in the courfe of a winter, they exhibit 
a very grand fcene. The. town appears ftand- 
ing out, like a promontory in the midft of a 
vaft lake. 



The fliort fiege which Carlifle fuftained in the. 
rebellion of the year 1745, together with fome 
awkward circumftances that attended it, threw 

t a general 
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SI g^end odium upon the town; knd many 
believed, among whom was the late duke of 
Cumberland, that it was very ill-afFefted io 
the government* No fufpicion was ever more 
unjuft. I dare take upon me to fay, there 
were ftarce lialf a dozen - people in the whole 
place, who wifhed well to the rebellion. 



The following anecdote, known but to ftw i 
and totally unknown tiU many years after the 
event, will throw fome light on it's hafly fur- 
roider ; which brought diigrace on it's poUtical 
principles. 

When the rebels - came before it, it was 
gutifcmed only by two companies of invaUds; 
and two raw, undifciplined regiments of mi- 
Ktiai General Wade lay al Newcaftle with 
a confiderable force: and the governor of 
Carlide informing him, how unprovidied he 
was, begged a rdnforcement. The fingle hopd 
of this relief, enabled the gentlemen of thd 
country, who commanded the militia^ to keep 
thdr men under arms. 

In the mean time the rebels were known td 
be a£ ilUprepared for an attack, as the town 
was for a defence. They had now lain a wwfc" 
before it } and found it was impracticable, for 
. VOL. II. H wanit 
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Want of artillery, to make any attempt. They 
fear«d alfo an interruption from general Wade : 
and bcfides, were unwilling to delay any longer 
their march towards London. Under th^fe 
difficulties, they had come to -a refolution to 
abandon their defign. 

At this critical juncture the governor of 
Carlifle received a letter from general Wade, 
informing him, he was fo circumftanced, that 
he could not poffibly fend the ranforcerafent 
that had been defired. This mortifying intel- 
ligence, tho not publickly known, was how-r 
ever communicated to the principal officers j 
and to ibme others : among whom was a hvi£y 
attorney, whole name was H s. 

H s was then addreffing a young lady; 

the daughter of Mr. F— : — r, a gentleman of 
the country -, and to ajlift his caufe, and give 
himielf confequence with his intended fether, 
in law, he whifpered, to him, among his other 
political fecretsi the dilappointment from ger 
neral Wade. 

The whifper did not reft here. F r 

frequented a club in the neighbourhood > 
vvhere obferving (in the jollity of -a chearful 
evening) that cmly friends were prefent, he 
gave his company the information he had juft 
secdved from H— r-r^. 

There 
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"There was in that company, raie S d, a 

gentlonan of fome fortune near Carlifle, who, 
tho a known papift, was however at that 
time, thought to be of very intire affeftion to 
the government. This man, poffeffed of fuch 
a fecret, and vriflling for an opportunity to 
Jerve a caufe, which he favoured in his hearty 
took horfc that very night, after he left the 
club-room, and rode directly to the rebel- 
camp} which he found imder orders to break 
up the next mornings He was carried imme- 
diately to the duke of Perth, and others of the 
rebel leaders, to whom he communicated his 
intelligence i and allured them, they might 
expeft a mutiny in the town, if they conti- 
nued b^ore it, one day longer. Counter 
orders were immediately iiTued ; and the next 
day the Cwnberland and Weftmoreland militia 
began to mutiny and difperle : and the town 
defended now only by two companies of inva- 
lids, was thought no longer tenable. The 
governor was tried by a court-martial } and 
acquitted : and nobody fuf^fed that ather 
-the militia-officers, or their men, were im- 
j^^lTed by any motive worfe than fear. 



In 
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In (o vari^ated a, coxintry, as England, 
there are few parts, vvhich dtj not afford many 
pl^ng, and pi6turefque . views. The moft 
probable way of finding them, as I pbfervcd st 
Uttle above, is to foUow the courie of the 
rivers. About their banks we fhall.ufu^Iy 
find the richeft fcenery, whicji the, country cart 
produce. This ruje we followed in the fes^ 
excurfipns, which we. hgd time to maJc? from 
. Car^ile :. and firft, we tpok a view of . the rivCT 
Cauda. , 



Near the town this, river, is brok^ into & 
many ftceama j and throwre up, every where, fo 
many barren beds of pebbli?a, that.th.ere is no 
great beauty in: this part of it's cpurih. . But 
above, where. hl^^icr banks confine it's injfietu- 
ofity, it becomes more interc^ng. The val^ 
of Sehergham and Dalibsn, we heard much 
commended. The former «te did not vifit. : 
the.Iatterwe followed, many miles,, alpng it'^ 
winding courfei ind found ourielvea. often in 
the midft of beautiful fcenes j the river being 
Ihut up Ibmetimes by clofe and lofty banks, 

and 
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and ibmetimes flowing through meadows ^Iged 
with wood. 

Among other lituations oh the Cauda ^we 
were miich pleafed with that of Rbfe-caftle," 
the feat of the bifhop of Carlifle : which ftands 
on a gentle rife, in a wide part of the vak ; 
the river winding round it, in a femi-circulai* 
form, at about half a mile's diftance. Th^ 
ground between the caftle, and the river, cbn- 
fifts of beautiful meadows ; and beyond the 
river, a lofty bank, winding with it, and well 
planted, forms a fweep of hanging wood. 
The caftle compofed of fquare towers, tho no' 
ofcgedt on the fpot, is a good ornament to the 
fcene. 



Between Rofe'-caftle arid Wigton the coun- 
try abounds with the relicks of Roman jn- 
campments. At a place, called Chalk-cliff 
(which, by the way, is a cliff of red ftone) 
this legionary infcription is engraven in the 
natiift rock. 

LEG Ti AYG , 

MILITES FEC, 

coH ill coH fin 
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From the Cauda, our next excurfion was 
along the Eden. On the banks of this river, 
we were informed of .many intcrefting fcenes. 
At Kirkofwal, and Nunnery particularly, the 
country was reprefented as very enga^g ; but 
Corby-caftle, abput five miles from Carliflc, 
was the only place abov§ ^e to\m, which wq 
had time to vifit. 

At Wetherall we ferried over the river ; anid 
landol under the caftle, which Hands on the 
edge of a lofty bank, This bank fti'etches ait 
leaft ^ree mUes along the cpurfe of the river, 
partly below, but chiefly above the caftlQ. I 
give it it's ancient title $ tho it is now a mere 
modem houle, without the leaft-veftigc of it's 
former -digriity, Bttlovf the caftle, the bank 
is rocky, and falls precipitately into the water j 
above, it makes a more gentle; d^fcent ; and 
leaves an edging, wh;ct^ in IcHne parts, fpreads 
into little winding meads, and where it is nar-r 
roweft, is broad enough for a handfome walk. 
The whole bank, both above, and below the 
caftle, is covered with woodj large oak, and 
alh i and in many places the fcenery is rocky 
alfo. But the rocks are not of the grey kind, 

ftdned 
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ftained with a variety of 3ifferent tints ^ the 

faxa circumlfta' mufco : but incline rather to a 
iandy red, which is not the moft coalefcing 
hue. They give however great fpiiit, and 
beauty to the fcene. 

The bank of the river, oppofite to the caftle, 
is likewife high ; in many parts woody ; in 
others aiFording an intermixture of wood, and 
lawn. Here ftand the ruins of Wetherall- 
abbey; tho little more of it is left, than a 
fijuare' tower, which is feme ornament, tho no 
very pifturefque one, to the fcene. Thefe ruins 
were once exteniive, and, I have heai'd, beau- 
tiful ; but the dean and chapter of Carlifle, to 
whom the place belongs, feme years ago carried 

■ off the ftones, with more oeconomy than tafte, 

^ to build a prebeiidal houfe. 

On this fide of the river alfo, an object; 
prefents itfelf, known by the name of Wether all' 

Jufeguard, which is efteemed a great curiofity. 
It confifts of three chambers cut in the folid 
rock, which being in this part almoft a preci- 
pice, the accefs to the chambers is difficult. 
It is fuppofed to have been an appendage of 
the abbey -, where the monks, in times of dis- 
order, fecreted their wealth. Some antiqua- 
rians fiippofe it to have been inhabited by a 
H 4 reli^ous 
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religious devotee, and call it 5/* Cor^aniine't 
cell. It is rather a curious place,' than uiy 
great ornament to the fcene. 

To all thefe natural advantages oi the fcenery 
about Corby-caftle, the improvements of art 
have added little. The late proprietor, who 
had feen nothing himfelf; and imagined fi'om 
the refort of ftrangers to fee the beauty of his, 
lituation, that they admired his tafte, rcfolved 
to make Corby one of the moft fumptuoua 
places in Europe, With this ^^iew, he fcoope4: 
his rocks into grottos — fabricated a cafcade^ 
coniifting of a lofty flight of regular ftone ftep^ 
-^ cut ^ ftraight wplk through his woods, 
along the banks of the river j at the end of 
which he reared a temple : and bqng refolved 
to add every ornament, that ^xpoice couldj 
procure, he hired an artift of the country, at 
four-pence a day (for labour was then cheap), 
to make ftatues. Numberlefs wer? the works, 
of tliis genius. Diana, Neptune, Polyphemus, 
Nymphs and Satyrs in abundance, and a variety 
of other figures, became foou the ornaments of 
the woods J and met the eye of the fpe£tator 
wherever he turned. A punftcr, who was rcr 
niarkable for making only one good pun in hi$, 
life, made it here. .Pointing to flne of thefej 
ftrange 
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ftrange figures, he called it a fatyr upon the 
place. 

But the tafte of the prefrait age hath deftroyed 
the pride of the laft. The prefent proprietor 
hath done little ; . but what he hath done, is 
done well. The rocks indeed fcooped intc». 
holes, can never- be j^ftored to their native 
limpUcity, and grandeur. Their bold projec- 
tions ar? for ever ei&oed. Nor could a century 
reftore thofe trees, which wer^; rooted up to 
form the vifta. But the ^tues, like tlie. 
ancient fculpture 0|f the Egyptians, are now 
no more. The temple is going feft into ruin : 
and the cafcade (fo ;&:ivolou$, if it had even 
been good in it's kind, on the banks of a great; 
and rapid river) is now ovei^grown with thic- 
kets. The old Ui^ of the walk could not 
eafily be efFac^ : but a new &ae, beyond the 
temple, is carried (»i, which follows natucally 
the courie of the river. And indeed this part 
of the walk admits morf; beauty, than any 
other } for the varieti^ of ground are greater ; 
the bank, and ed^ng of meadow, are more 
irregular -, and the river more finuous. 

This walk haraig conducted us along the 
river, through thcfe pleafmg irr^ularities,. 
abput two miles froca the caftle, climbs the 

higher 
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higher grounds, and returfts through woods; 
and beautiful fheep walks, which lie on tl*ft 
fides, and fummit of the bank. Through the 
whole of it, both at the top, and bottom, arc 
many pleafant views ; but they are all of the 
more confined kind. 

Many parts of this walk were wrought by 
the prieft of the family, which is a popifh 
branch of the Howards. He belongs to ah 
order, which enjoins it's members to manual 
labour (o many hours in the day ; laying 
them, with admirable wifdom, under the 
•wbolefame neceffty of acquiring health, and 
fpirits. I am perTuaded that if a ftudious 
man were obliged to (Ug thi'ce or four hours a 
day, he would ftudy the better, during the re- 
maining part of it. We had been recom- 
mended to the civilities of this ecclefiaftic 
(the femily being then in'France,) and found 
him at work in the garden. He received us 
politdy ; and difcovered the manners of a gen- 
tleman, under the garb of a day-laboui-er, 
without the leaft apology for his drefs, and 
occupation. There is fomething very pleafing 
'in the fmiplicity and manlinefs of not bdng 
aihamed of the neceflary fun6tions of any ftate, 
which we have made our option in lift. —This 

eccle- 
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ecclefiaftic fucceeded Father Walfti, who has 

lately engaged the attention of the public. 

J have dwelt the longer on this fcene, as it is 
the moft admired one in Cumberland. 



From Corby-caftle to Warwick, which lies 
about two miles nearer CarliHe^ on the banks 
of the fame river, the road is beautiful. Many 
admire the fituation of Warwick alfo. It feems 
to be a fweet, retired fcene ; but we had not 
time to view it. 

The antiquarian's eye is immediately caught 
here by the parifh-church j the chancel of 
which, forming the fegment of a circle, and 
being pierced with fmall lancet-windows, fliews 
at once, that it is of Norman origin. Tho 
every other mark were obliterated, he will tell 
you, that this is evidence fuflicient of it's anti- 
quity. 
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SECT. XXI. 

TTAVING. feen a^ much of the river Eden, 
above Carlifle,\ as our time would al- 
Jow, we m&de our next, excurfion towards it's 
mouth, where Brugh-jnarfh attra£l;ed our at- 
tention. In our way we had many pleafmg 
river views. 



Brugh-^marfh lies at the extremity of the 
EngUfti border J. running up as. far as Solway- 
frith,. which, in this pact, divides Englgnd 
from Scotland. It is a vaA' extended plain, 
flat as the furface of a quiet .ocean. I do not 
remember that land, ever gave me before fo 
vaft an idea of ipace. The idea of this kind, 
which fuch fcenes as Salifbury-Plain fuggefts, 
is much lefs pure. The inequality of the 
ground, there, fets bounds, to- tlie idea- It is 

the 
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the ocesui in a ftorm; in which the idea, of 
exteniion is greatly broken, and intercepted 
by the turbulence of the waves. Bnigh-marih 
gives us the idea of folid water, rather than of 
land, if we except only the colour : 

' iDtcrmine&ble mead«t 

And Taft favannahB, where the wandering eye 
Unfist, ii in a teidant ocean loft, 

Brugh-marfh is one of thofe extended pldns, 
(only more extenfive, than fuch plains com- 
monly are) from which the fea, in a courfe 
of ages, hath retired. It is difficult to com- 
pute it's limite. It range* many leagues* in 
every direction, from a centre (for fpacc fo 
difFufe affumes of courfe a circular appearance) 
without a hedge, or even a bufh, to inter- 
cept it's bounds} till it foften into the azure 
mountains of the horizon. Nothing indeed^ 
but mountuns, can circmnfcribe fuch a fccne. 
All inferior boundaries of wood, and riiing 
grounds are loft. On the EngUlh fide it is 
bounded by that circular chain, in the heart 
of Cumberland, in which Skiddaw is pre- 
oninent. Nothing intermediate appears. On 
the Scotch fide- it's courfe is interrupted, 
through the Ipace of a few leagues, by Solvray- 

frith; 
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frith; which Spreads, when the tide is at 
^b, into a vaft ftretch of fand. The plain 
however . is ftill preferved. Having palTed 
this landy obftruftion, it changes it's hue 
ag^ into vivid green, and ftretches far and 
wide into the Scotch border, till it's progrefs 
at length is ftoppcd by the mount^s of 
Galloway, and Niddfdale. This exteniion is, 
as much as the eye can well comprehend. 
Had the plain, been boundlefs, like an Arabian 
delert, 1 know not whether it would not have 
loft that idea of fpace^ which fo. vaft a circum- 
fcription gives it. 

The whole area of Brugh-marfti, (which 
from it's denomination we (hould fuppofe to 
be fwampy,) is .every, where perfeftly firm; 
and the turf, foft, Iwight, and pure. Scarce 
a weed rears it's head. Nothing appears of 
ftateUer growth than a mufliroom, which 
Jpreads here in luxuriant knots. 

Tlus. vaft plain is far from bong a defert 
l^afte. Innumerable herds of cattle pafture 
at large in it's rich verdure } and range, as in 
a ftate of nature: 



But 
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But tho the primary idea, which this 
fcene rcprefents, ari&s purely from fpace, and 
is therefore an idea rather grand than pic-^ 
turefque ; yet it is not totally incapable of pic* 
tureique embelliftunent. It is true, it wants 
almoft' every ingredient of landftape; on the 
foreground, it wants objefts to preferve the 
keepings and in the ofFskip, that pfofufion 
of little parts, which in a fcene of cultivation 
gives richnefs to diftance. In treating there* 
fore a fubjeft of this kind on canvas, reCourie 
muft be had' to adventitious objefts- Cattle 
come moil naturally to hand; which being 
Rationed, in various groups, at different dil^ 
tances, may ferve both as a foreground to the 
landscape, and 'as a gage to the peripeftive^ 



Brugh-mai-fti is farther remarkable for having 
been the fcene of one of the greateft catal^ 
trophes of the Englifh hiftory — the death of 
Edward the Firft. Here; after Scotland had 
made a third attempt to recover it's liberty, 
that prince, drew together the moft puifiant 
army, which England had ever feen. The 
Scots from their borders, faw the plain 
whitened with tents : but they knew not how 

nearly 



,y Google 



( »3 ) 

nearly their deliverance approached. The 
greateft events genei-ally arrive unlocked for. 
They faw a delay ; and afterwards a conAifion 
in the mighty hoft before them : but they 
heard not, till three days after, that the foul 
and fpirit of the enterprizc was gonej and 
that their great adverfary lay breathlefs in his 
camp. 

Edward had been taken ill at Carlisle; 
where he had met his parliament. But nd- 
ther difeafei nor age (for he was now neaf 
ieventy) could reprefs his ardour. Tho he 
could not mount his horfe, he ordered him- 
felf to be carried in a litter to the camp^ 
where his troops received him with accla- 
mations of joy. But it was fliort-Uved. The 
motion had irritated his diforder into a vio- 
lent dyfentery ; which immediately carried him 
off. 

The Englifh borderers long revered the 
memory of a prince, who had ib often chaftifcd 
an enemy they hated : and in gratitude reared 
a pillar to his name; which ftill teftifies the 
fpot, on which he died. It ftands rather on 
the edge of the marfh, and bears this Ample 
infcription. 
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MEMORIA JETEKlfJE 

EDVARDI, 

REGIS ANGLIC LONGE CLARISSlMl, 

QUI, IN BELLI APPARATU 

CONTRA SCOTOS OCCUPATUSi 

HIC IN CASTRIS OBIII*, 

7 JULII A. D. 1307. 



Among other places in the neighbourhood 
of Carlifle, we made an excuriion into Gills- 
land, with an intentipn chiefly to fee Na* 
worth-caftle, the vale and ruins of the Abbey 
of Lanercoft ; and the ruins of Scaleby-caftle. 

As we leave Carlifle, along the great mili- 
tary road to Newcaftle, the view of the river 
Eden from Stanwix-bank, is very pleafmg. 
The curve it defcribesj the beautifril mea- 
dows it winds through} and the mount^ns, 
which clofe the fcene, inake all together an 
amufing combination of objefls. Wood only 
is wanting. 



On 
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On crdfing the river Irthing, about feven 
miles from Carlifle, the country, which was 
before unpleafing, becomes rich, and intereft- 
ing. Here we enter the barony of GiUfland, 
an cxtenlive diftri£t, which confifts, in tliis 
part, of a great variety of hill, and dale. 
The hills are landy, bleak, and unpleafant: 
but the vallies, which are commonly of the 
contrafted kind, are beautiful. They are ge- 
nerally woody, and each of them watered by 
ibme little bufy ftream. — From thefe vallies, 
or giiis, (as the country-people call them,) 
with which the whole barony aboimds, Cam- 
den fuppofes it might poflibly have taken the 
name of Gillfland. / 



On a delightful knoll, gently glldmg into 
a fmuous giU, furrounded with full-grown 
oak, and overlooking the vale of Lanercoft;, 
ilands Naworth-caftle. The houfe, which 
conlifts of two large fquare towers, united 
by a main body, is too regvdar to be beauti- 
ful, urilefs thrown into perfpeftive. It was 
formerly one of thofe fortified places, in which 
I 2 tlw 
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the nobility and gentiy of the borders were 
obliged to live, in thofe times of confufion, 
which preceded the union. And indeed £he 
whole internal contrivance of this caftle ap- 
pears calculated either to keep an enemy out ; 
or to elude his fearch, if he {hould hap- 
pen to get in. The idea of a comfortable 
dwelling is totally excluded. The ftate- 
rooms are few, and ordinaiy: but the little 
apartments, and hiding-holes, accefTibk only 
by dark paffages, and blind ftair-cafes,- are 
innumerable. Many of the clofe recefles, 
which it contains, are probably at this time, 
unknown . Nothing indeed can mark in 
ftronger colours the fears, and jealoufies, and 
caution of thofe times, than the internal ftnic- 
ture of one of thefe caftles. 

Naworth-caftle was formerly the capital 
manlion of the barons of Gillfland ; who, at 
fo great a diftance from court, and leated in 
a country, at that time, untamed by law,' 
are faid to have exercifed very extraordinary 
powers. The Lord William Howard, who" 
is remembered by the name of haU Willj^ 
is ftill the objeft of inveftive for his a£b of 
tyranny. His prifons are fhewn j and the 
fite of his gibbets j where, in the phrafe of 

the 
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the country, he would hefld, and bang with-^ 
out judge or jury. — But it is probable, that his 
memoiy is injured. He afted under a ftand- 
ing commiflion of oyer and terminer, from 
Elizabeth ; and was one of thofe bold fpirits^ 
which are neceffary to reprefs the violence of 
lawlefs times. Many afts of power undoubt- 
edly he committed : but his difficult fituation 
compelled him. This part of the kingdom was 
moft harraffed by thpfe troops of mifchievous 
banditti; whom I have juft had occafion to 
mention. They were a numerous, and not an 
ill-regulated body j afting under leaders, whom 
a Ipirit of enterprize raifed to power. Thefe 
jnifcreants, in times even of profoundeft 
peace, kept in conftant exercife the warinefs 
and activity of the chiefs of the cotintry. 
Sometimes they would plunder in large bodies j 
and fometimes in little pilfering bands. When 
they were taken in the fad ; or, as it was 
called, by the bloody bandy they were put to 
inftant death. In other cafes a jury was imw 
panneUed. 

The aftive chief, who gave occafion to this 

^greffion, feems to have lived in as much 

terror himfelf, as he fpread among others. 

He had contrived a fort of cilsidel in his own 

J 3 caftlei 
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caftlc; a room, wlych is ftill (hewn, with an 
iron door, where he conftantly flept, and 
where his armour lies rafting to this day. 
From him the earls of Carlifle are defcended j 
and have been, in fucceflion, the proprietors of 
Naworth-caftle. 



As we left' this old fortrefs, and defcended 
the hill towards the ruins of the abbey of 
Lanercoft, which lie about two miles farther, 
the whole vale, in which they aie feated, 
opened before us. It is efteemed one of the 
moft pleafing fc«ies in the country; and in- 
deed we found it iuch. It's area is about half 
a mile in breadth, and two or three miles in 
length, confifting of one ample fweep. The 
fides, which are gentle declivities, arc covered 
thick with wood, in which larger depreda- 
tions have been lately made, than ai« con- 
fiftent with pifturefque beauty. — ■ At the dif- 
tant end of the vale, where the woods appear to 
unite, the river Irthing enters ; which is con- 
fiderable enough, tho divided into two chan- 
nels, to be .fully, adequate to the fcene.^— 
The banks of the river, and indeed the whole 
area of the vale, are fprinkled with clumps, 
-> and 
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and fingle trees -, which have a good cffe6l in 
breaking the lines, and regular continuity of 
the fidc-lkreens i and in hiding, hiere and 
there, the courfe of the river j efpecially the 
bridges, which would otherwife be too bare 
and formal. 

Near that extremity of the vale, which 
is oppofite to Naworth-caftle, lies the abbey. 
At a diflance it forms a good object, rifing 
among the woods. As you approach, it be- 
^ns to raife a difappointmcnt : and on the 
ipot, it is but an unplcafing ruin. The whole 
is a heavy, Saxon pile; comprefled together 
without any of that airy lightnefs, w^ich 
accompanies the Gothic. Scarce one detached 
fragment appears in any point of \iew. The 
tower is low, and without either form, or 
ornament ; and one of the great ailes is mo- 
dernized into an awkward parifli-church. The 
only beautifiil part of the whole is the eaft 
end. It is fompofed of four broken ^les ; - 
every wall of which confifts of two tiers of 
arch^, affording a very unufual appearance; 
and at the fame time a very amufing confu- 
fion, from the uncommon multiplication of 

fo many arches, and' pillars.-! This part 

of the Ridley feems to have ' been a feparatc 
14 cbapelj 
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chapel ; or perhaps an oratory beloH^g to 
the noble ^imily of Dacre, which hal once 
poHeinons m thefe parts. Here' lie the re- 
mains of leveral ancient chiefs of that houfe; 
whofe fepulchral honours are now almoft in- 
tirely obUterated. Thdr blazoned arms, imd 
Gothic tombs, many of which are fumptuous, 
are fo matted with briars, and ihiftles, that evoi 
the foot of curiofity is kept at a (Uftance. 

Except thefe remains of the abbey-church 
no other parts of this ancient monaftery are 
now left J but an old gateway; and a fquare 
building, patched into a fafm-houle, which ha4 
no beauty. 



In returning to Carlifle we pafled through 
the valley of Cambeck, which contains Ibmc 
pleating fcenery j and a very confiderable 
Roman ftation, on a high bank at Ct^h' 
fieeds. 

Rivers often prefent us with very moral 
analogies ; their charafters greatly refembling 
thofe of men. The violent, the reftleis, the 
fi^tfiil, the aftive, the fluggifli, the gentle, 
the bounteous, and many other epithets, 
belong equally to both. The little ftream, 

which 
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which divides the valley of Cambcck, iug- 
gefted the analogy. It's whole courfe is marked 
with a£i:s of violence. In every part you fee 
heaps of barren fand, and gravel, which in it's 
^ious moods it has thrown up, fometimes on 
one Ade, and fometimes on another ; deftroyr 
ing every where the little fcenes of beauty, and 
plots of cultivation. 



About three miles farther we vifited the 
ruins- of Scaleby-caftle. This was another of 
thofe foitified houfes, which are fo fiiequent in 
this country. 

It ftands, as caftles rai'ely do, on a flat ; and 
yet, tho it's lite be ill adapted to any modes 
of defence, it has been a place of more than 
ordinary ftrength. Rocks, knolls, and bold, 
presetting promontories, on which caftles 
ufually ftandl fuggeft various advantages of 
fituation^ and generally determine the kind 
of ftrufture. On a flat, the engineer was at 
Uberty to choofe his own. Every part was 
alike open to aflault. 

He firft drew two circular motes around the 
ipot he deligned to fortify : the circumference 
^ the outward circle was fomewhat more than- 

half 
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half a mile. The earth, throTWi out of thefc 
two motes, which vCere broad and deep, feems 
to have been heaped up at the centre, where 
there is a eonfiderable rife. On this was built 
the caftle, which was entered by two draw- 
bridges ; and defended by a high tower, and a 
very lofty wall. 

At prefent, one of the motes only remains. 
The other is filled up ; but may ftiU be traced. 
The caftle is more perfeft, than fuch build- 
ings commonly are. The walls are very in- 
tire } and great part of the tower, which is 
fquare, is ftill left. It preferved it's perfeft 
form, till the civil wars of the laft century j 
when the caftle, in too much confidence of it's 
ftrength, fhut it's gates againft Cromwell,' then 
marching into Scotland ; who made it a monu- 
ment of his vengeance. ■ 

What Ihare of pi£turefque genius Crom- 
well might have, I know not, CertMn how- 
ever it is, that no man, fince Henry the 
eighth, has contributed mqre to adorn this 
country with pifturefque ruins. The differ^ 
ence between thefe two mafters lay chiefly 
in the ftyle of ruins, in which they compofed. 
Henry adorned his landfcapes with the ruins 
of abbeys; -Cromwell, with thofe of caftles. 

I have 
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I have feen many pieces by this mafta*, 
executed in a very grand flyle ; but feldom a 
finer monument of his mafterly hand thaii this. 
He has rent the tower, and depioliihed two of 
it's fides ; the edges of the other two he has 
fhattered into broken fines. The chafm dif- 
covers the whole plan of the internal ftruc- 
ture — the veftiges of the feveral ftories — the 
infertion of the arclics, which fappoited them 
— the windows for fpeculation ; and the breaft- 
work for affault. 

The walls of this caftle are uncommonly 
magnificent. They are not only of great 
height, but of great thicknefs ; and defended by 
a large baftion ; which appears to be of more 
modern . workmanflup. The greateft part of 
them is chambered within, and wrought into 
fecret receflcs. A mafly portcullis gate leads 
to the ruins of what was once the habitable 
part of the caftle, in which a large vaulted hall 
is the moft ronarkable apartment j and under 
it, are dark, and capacious dungeons. 

The area within the mote, which confifts 
of feveral acres, was ori^nally intended to 
fupport the cattle, which fhould be driven 
thitlier in times of alarm. When the houfe 
was inhabited (whofe chearful. and better 

days 
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days are ftill remembered,) this area was the 
garden; and all around, on the outfide of the 
mote ftood noble trees, irregularly planted, the 
■growth of a century. Beneath the trees ran a 
:walfc round the caftle; to which the fituation 
naturally gave that pleafing curve, which in 
modem days hath been fp much the obje6t of 
art.- This, walk might admit of great embel- 
Ufliment. . On one hand, it commands the 
xuins of the caftle in every point of view ; on 
the other, a country, which tho flat, is not 
tmpleafmg; confifting of cxtenfive meadows, 
(which a little planting might turn into beau- 
tiful lawns,) bounded by. lofty mountains. 

This venerable pile has now undergone a 
iecond ruin. The old oaks and elms, the an- 
cient natives of the ffene, are felled. Weeds, 
and fpiry gr^s have taken poflcffion of the 
courts, and obliterated the very plan of a 
garden : wl;iile the houfe itfelf, ,(whofe hof- 
pitable roof deferved a better fate,) is now a 
fcene of deiblation. Two wretched families, 
the only inhabitants of the, place, occupied the 
two ends of the vaulted hall, when we faw it, 
th fragment of a tattered curtain, j-eaclung 
half way to the top, being the fimple boundary 
of their reipeftiye limits, AU the reft was 

wafte ; 
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wafte : no other part of the houfe was habit- 
able. The chambers unwindowed, and almoft 
unroofed, fluttering wdth rags of ancient ta- 
peftry, were the haunt of daws, and pigeons ; 
which burft out in clouds of dult, when the 
doors were opened : while the floors, yielding 
to the tread, made curiofity dangerous. A 
few piftures, heir-looms of the wall, which 
have long deferved oblivion, by I know not 
what fate, were the only appendages of this 
difl*olving pile, which had triumphed over the 
injuries of time. 

Shakefpear's caftle of Macbeth could not have 
been more the haunt of fwallows and martins. 
We law them every where about the ruins > 
either twittering on broken coins j threading 
fome fraftured arch; or purfuing each other^ 
in fcreaming circles, I'ound the walls of the 
caftle*. 



* In this old caftle the author of this tour waa born, and fpent 
hit early youth ; which muft be his apology for dwelling fo long 

upon it. Since thi> defcription wa« written, it hat, in tome- 

degree, been repaired. 
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S £ C T. XXII. 

/^UR laft expedition, in the neighbourhood 
^"^ of Carlifle, was to fee the improvements 
of Mr* Graham of Netherby ; and the fcene or 
defolation, occafioned by the late overflowing 
of Solway-mofs. 

Mr^ Graham's improvements are not con- 
fined to a garden, or the fpacc of a mile or two 
around his houfe. The whole country is 
changed > and from a barren wafle, hath 
aflumed the face — if not of beadty, at leaft 
of fertility. 



, The domain of Netherby lies on the very 
ikirts of the Englifli border. The Romans 
confidered it as a part of Caledonia ;, and fliut 
it from the Britiih pale. In after ages the 
diftrift around it aflumed the name of the 
Deiate- 
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X>ebateable-land^ and was the great rendezvous 
of thofe crews of outlawed banditti, who, un- 
, der the denomination of Mofs-trooperSy plun- 
dered the country. We have akeady had 
occafion to mention them. In this ndghbour- 
hood were the ftrong holds of many of their 
chiefs i paiticularly of Johnny Armftrong of 
femous memory; the noted ruins of whole 
caftle are ftill extant. 

Among thefe people the arts of tillage were 
unknown. It was abfurd to be at the trouble of 
fowing land themfelves, when they could ib, 
eafily plunder the lands of others. 

Tho the union of the two kingdoms put 
an end to the ravages on the borders ; yet the 
manners of the inhabitants, in fome refpcfts, 
fuffered little change. Their native lazinefi, 
and inattention to all the arts of huibandry, 
remained. They occupied large trafts of ex- 
cellent land at ealy rates : but having no idea 
of producing yearly crops fromthe fame foil by 
culture J they ploughed their patches of ground 
alternately, leaving them to recover their fer- 
tility by fallows. An indolent and fcanty 
maintenance wfls all they wiflicd j aiid this they' 
obtained from a finall portion of their lan^' 
with a finall portion of their labour. Th«f ' 

lords 
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ipot i and knew little of the ftate dther of the 
country, or of it's inhabitants. 

Mr. Graham immetUatsIy fet himfelf to alter 
tills ftate of things. He built a noble manfion 
for himfelf; which makes a grand appearance, 
rifing on the ruins of a Roman ftation. With- 
out the pre&nce of the lord, he knew it was 
in v^ to expcA reformation. He divided 
his landj into moderate farms i and built com-^ 
modious farm-houfes. As his lands improved, 
he rufed his rents : and his tenants in propor** 
tion found it necefikry to increafe thdr labour^ 
Thus he has doubled his own income, and in- 
troduced a fpirit of induftry into the country. 
Thefe indolent inhabitants of the borders begin 
|iow to work like other labourers -, and not- 
mthfianding they pay higher rents, live more 
comfortably : for idleness can never be attended 
with the comforts of induftry. 

To bring about this great change, Mr. 
Graham thinks it neceflary to rule his fut^efU 
with a rod of iron. While he makes than 
labourers, he keeps than flaves. ~- Perhaps 
indeed the rou^h manners of the people ii^ 
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thofti paiirs, Could not eUily be moulded by the 
hand of tendemefs . 

The feudal idea of vafTalage, which has long 
diiap^eai-ed in all the internal parts of England, 
temains here in great force } and thiows a Urge 
Aiare of power into the hands of the land- 
holder. Mr. Graham's eftates, which are 
very extenfivc, ccmtain about fix hundred 
tenants ; all of whom, with their femilies, lie 
in a manner at his mercy for their fubfiftence. 
Their time and labour he commands, by their 
mode of tcntire, whenever he pleafes. Under 
the denomination of bobn-dayt, he experts, at 
any time, their perfonal fervice ; and can, in a 
few hours, mufter the ftrength of five or lix 
hundred men and horfes. 

Once he had occafion to call them together 
on inilitary fervice. On a iappoied injury *, 
Which, about two years ago, he had done the 
Scotch bcoderers by intercepting the &Imon in 
the Elk, a body of three hundred of thele 
people marched dovm upon him with an In-^ 
tention to dcftroy lus works. He had intelli- 



* I b&Tc kard fioee, that tbit injury fais been proTed. ta be 4 
ral one ; and that neparatuKt batji been made. 
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^snce 6{ that Ae&gOi and ifltiing his prec^ts, 
muftertd, in a few hours, above four hundred 
inen before his gates, aimed as the exigence 
Would allow : and if the Scotch, on fincUng 
luch fuperionty, had not retreated, Mr. Gra- 
ham, who told us the ftory himielf, ^d he 
believed, that all the fpirit and animollty of an- 
ient times would have revived on this occalion» 

In a civil light he a^ on as large a icale. 
^is inanor-courts are kept with great fbiA- 
inels ; in which his attorney, with a jury, fits 
ir^ularly to try Caufes ; and the tenants are 
injoined, at the hazard of bdng turned out of 
ihar ferms, to bring into th^ courts every 
fuit under the value of five pounds. Thus he 
prevents much iU-blood among them, by brings 
ing their difputes to a Ipeedy ilTue -, and ^ving 
the quarrel no time to rankle. He faves them 
Mfo much expence : for a fuit, which in the 
kiiig's courts would at leaft coA five or fix 
pounds } may in his, be carried through all it's 
forms for eight-pence. -^ At Patterdale we found 
a nominal king. Here we found almoft a king 
in reality. 

The works on the Efk, which gave fo much 

oiBfence to the Scotch borderers, deierve more 

notice. They confifted of a maiTy head thrown 

K 2 acro& 



■i.;, Google 



( <s« ) 

kcrolj the livCr, conftrufted, at a great ex- 
pcnce, of hewn ftoae. This mole wa* fbmwd 
at right angles with the bank ; but the floods 
6f the enltiing winter ^vept it awajr. It was 
attempted a feciHid time on the feme plan ; but 
was a fecond time deftioyed. Mr. Brindley 
was then lent for^ whoie works near MancheP 
ter had givoi him high repiutation. He 
changM die plan } and inftead of carrying the 
mole in a direft line acrols the river, formed it 
In a curve, arching agjunft the ftream : fo that 
it refifh the current, as a bridge does the 
Incumbent w^ght. Tlus W(»k. has ftood 
feveral vCTy great fk>od5, and leans fufficietuly 
firm*. From tiie curvature of it's form the 
fall of the water appears alio to more adraa- 
tage. It now forms a femi-drcular ca&:ade, 
which has a good efieA. 
■ *rlw chief end Which ihra work had in view, 
was a ftfliery. At this place ialaion cpops 



^ * Siacc tUk WM mittn, I an n&rnied, Mr. Brindley't work 
tm deltroyed ^m an unfufpeAed quarter, when the water wat 
low. ' Oa the bteaking of a (roft, a great quantity of ice coming 
down the river, md ooUeAing tt thit feippage, fome of it edged 
'Vnder the.loofer parts of the foiindatiaii, and being pnefTed oa with 
« coDtiaHed accefGon of ftrcngtti, «ded like a wedge, and the 
whole blew up. ' - ' 
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are placed » where all the fifii, ^hich tnXes 
the £ik, are taken. But "bdides diis, and 
other purpofes of utility, it adds great beauty 
ta the neighbourhood. The Elk., which wM 
before in cc»npahibn, a ihaUow ftrcaniy gliding 
unfeen beneath it's banks, is itow % noUft 
piece of water, raiied to a lertd with them, 
and ieen to great advantage from the h(>ufi^ 
and evciy part of the gnnind. 



It was in this part of the country where that 
dreadful inundation, {rotn the overflowing of 
Solway-mofs, deftroyed lately fo large a diftd£ti 
1^ fee the ^efts of this, was the objcft of our 
neKt expedition. 

Sdiway-mofs is a flat aita, about kvcn 
mttes in circUmfisrence. The fahfiaTtce of it 
is a grofs fluid, eompofed of mud, and thf 
putrid fibres of headi, diluted by. tntcniat 
^ngs, which arift in every part. They«Fv 
Jace is a dry cruft, covered with mg^ aod 
rufhes; offeiing a fair ap|warance ova aa 
unfound bottom — fhaking under the kaft jm^ 
fure. Cattle by inflinft know, .and ayoid ifi 
Where mfhes grow, the bottom is Ibuadeft. 
The adventrwas paflfeiiger thcttfiffe; wbof^me^ 
k: 3 times. 



,y Google 



( n4 ) 

'times, in dry feafons, traveries this perilou* 
wafte to £LVe a few miles, picks his cautious 
way over the rufliy tuflbcks, as they appear 
before him. If his foot flip, or if he venture 
to deiert this mark of fecurity, it is poflible ho 
may never more be heard of. 

At the battle of Solway, in the time of 
Henry VIII. Olivo' Sinclair was imprudently 
fet over the Scotch army, which had no coni 
fidence in him. A total rout enfued ; when an 
unfortunate troop of horle, driven by their 
fears, plunged into this morafs, which in- 
fiantly clofed upon than. The tale, which 
was traditional ; was generally believed ; but 
is now authenticated. A man and horie m 
compleat armour were lately found by thft 
peat-diners, in the place, where it was always 
iiippofed the ajS^ir had happened; and W 
preierved at the houfe of a Scotch baronet, if 
I miftake not, of the name of Maxwell ; »s 
we were informed by a gentleman ♦ of the 
borders, who aifiu%d us he had Teen them 
him&lf. The ikeleton of each was well prt- 
fervcd ; and the different parts of the armoui* 
eafily diftinguiflied. 

* JtAfh Daox^. £%..«£ KitUistoK, wv Loiigtawni 
■ , ■ ^ Solway- 
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^ Solway-mois is bounded on the fouth bjr ^ 
cultivated, and well-inhabited plain, which 
declines gently, through the fpace of a mile, 
to the river Elk. This plain is rather lower 
than the mofs itfelf, bong %)arated from it by 
a brcaftwork formed by digging peat, which 
inakes an irr^ular, low, perpendicular, line 
of black boundary. 

. It was the buriting of the mofs through 
this peat brcaftwork, over the plain between 
it and the Efk, which occafioned that dread- 
ful ruin, which vn came hither to explore. 
The more remarkable circumftances, re- 
lating to this calamitous event, ^s we had 
them on the bcft ai^thority, were thefc. 

On the 1 6th of November, 1771, in a -dark, 
tenq^eftuous ni^t, the inhabitants of the phuu 
were alarmed with a dreadful craih, which 
th^ could in no w^y account for. Many of 
them were then abr<»d in the fields, watching 
thrir cattle i left the Eflc, which was rifing 
violently in the ftqrm, Ihould carry them off. 
None oftheie milerable pec^le could concdve 
the noifc th^ heard to proceed from any caufe, 
but the overflowing of the river in ibme fhap^ 
tho to them unaccountable. Such indeed, as 
Uved ,^^earer tl^c fource of the crupjitm, were 
K 4 fenfibic. 
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ftnfible, that tiw noiie came in a difl^rent 
dire^on j but were equally at a Ids for the 
caiife. 

In the mean time the enormous mafs <^ 
fluid fubftance, which had burft from the 
mofs, moved flowly on, ipreading it&lf mor;; 
and more, as it got pof&lHon of tlie plain. 
Some of the inhabitants, through the terror 
of the night, could plainly ^fcover it advan- 
cing, like a moving hill. This was in {a£k the 
cafe ; for the gufti of mud carried before it, 
through the firft two or three hundnd yards 
of it's courfe, a part of the breaftwork ; which, 
Ao low, was yet feveral feet in perpendicular 
height. But it Toon depofited this fblid mafs j 
and became a heavy fluid. One houle ^ter 
anothei', it fpread round — filled — uutcrufhed 
into ruin^ juft ^ving time to the terrified 
inhabitants to efcape. Scarce any thing was 
&ved ; except their lives : nothing of their 
fiimitine : few of dicir cattle. Some pe(^It 
were evai fui^rized in their beds, and had die 
additi(»tal diftrefs of flying naked for fafety. 

The morning-light explaided the cauife of 

tlua amazing fcene of teiror; difcovering the 

calanuty'in it's full extent : and yet, among ^ 

the conje^ures of t^at dreadful night, the 

mifchief 
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mifcluef which really happened, had nevec 
been fuppofed. Who. could have imagined^ 
that a breailwork, which had ftood for £^e$, 
fhould give wayi or that thofc fubterraaeous 
floods, which had been balded in darknefs^ 
fincc the memory of mai, ihould burft from 
their black abode \ 

This drcadfiil inundation, tho.the firft flioclj 
of it was the moft tremendous, continued ftil 
fpreading for many weeks, till it covered the 
whole plain -r- an area of five hundred acres \ 
and, Ukc molten metal poured into a mouldi 
filled all the hollows, lying in fome parts 
thirty or forty fret deep, reducing the whole 
to one level furface. The ovorplus found it*s 
way into the Elk ; where it's quantity was 
fuch, as to annoy the fifh ; no lalmon, during 
that feafon, venturing into the river. Wc 
were aflttred alio, that many lumps of earth« 
which had floated out at fea, were taken up^ 
icnne months after, at the ifle of Man. 



As we deicended from die higher grounds 
to take a nearer view of this fcene of horror, 
it e^tnted a very grand appearance. The 
whole plain was covered by a thick, iinoke. 
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occ^oned by a finotherii^ fire fet to it iq 
various parts, with a view to confume it j and 
brought before us that fimple, and fublime idea 
oitbefmoke of a country going up likt tbefmoh of 
afurnact. 

When we came to the- plain on that iide, 
which is next the Eflc, it had fo forbidding an 
aipe£t^, as far as we could di{cover through the 
Jmoke, that we almoft defpaired of crolHng 
-to the chafin, as we had intended. On horfe- 
badc it was impoffible ; and when we 4iad 
alighted, we ftood hefitating on the brink, 
whether it were prudent, even on foot, tg 
attempt fo dangerous a march. 

While we remained in this fituation, we 
obferved fev«al groups of peafants working in 
the ruins ; and beckcming to the neareft, oiu 
of the group came forward. He was an d- 
derly man, flxengtheiung his fteps with a long 
meafuring wand. His ieatures, aiid gait, tho 
hard and clownifh, were marked with an wc 
of vulgar conlequence. As he approached, 
one of our company, who knew him, accoftbd 
him by the name of WiUbn ; and we found he 
was the perfon who condu£ted the wchtIw 
which were fet on foot to clear the foil of this 
melancholy incumbrance. 

On 
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- On informing him of our difficulties, and 
alking, whether we might ventilre acrofs the 
plun ; he bad us, like Csfar, with an air of 
affurance, follow him, and fear nothing. 
From one tuflbck to another we followed, 
ibmetimes ftepping — fometimes leaping — and 
jbmetimes' heiitating, whether to go on, or tp 
return. In very difficult places our guide 
condeicended to lay us a plank. In the midft 
of our perplexity, one of our company, ftray- 
ing a ftep from the right path, fell in ; but 
the mud being fliallow in that part, he lank 
only to the knees. Mr. Wilfon helped him 
out} but reprimanded his careleflhefs, The 
reproof and the example having a good effeft 
upon us all, we followed our guide, like pack- 
horfes in a ftring, and at length compleated 
our undertaking. 

When we got to the gulph, from whence 
all this mifchief had ilTued^ the fpedacle wa$ 
hid^us. The fiuface of tbe moji it/elf Imi 
iiiffered little change. Near the chalm it 
appeared indented, through a ipace of (everai 
yards: but not in any degree as one ihould 
have expected from fo vaA a difcharge. Th« 
mouth of the chaiin was heaped round with 
jnonftrous piles of ruin, formed by the broken 

breaft- 
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bfcaftwork, and flicU of the mofs, on the 
firft great' burft j and a black, moffy tmfturc 
continued ftill to ifiue from it. If this con- 
tinue to run, as it prc^bly will, it may be s 
fortunate circumftance; and favc the country 
from any farther mifchief, by draining this 
bloated mafs through a perpetual difcharge. 

' As. we ftood on the higher ground, and got 
to windward of the fmoke, we obtained a clear 
idea of the plain, and of the courfe of the 
irrupticm over it. Many fragments of a very 
large fize, which had been carried away in tlw 
firft fidl ftream of the difcharge, appeared 
thrown to a confidei'able diftance. Thefe were 
what made that moving bulwark, which {bm6 
of the inhabitants had feen in the nighti 
Fragments of a finaller fize, (and yet many of 
thefe confiderable) appearol fcattered over the 
plain, as the heavy torrent was able to carry 
them. The interftices between the fragments, 
which had been filled vnth fluid mofe, were 
now bafcfed by the heat of the fun, and cruftoi 
over like tiie great fiirface of the mofs itlelf^ 
Heie an4 there, afong this furfece, the broken 
rafters of a houfe, or- the tc^ of a blafted tree 
-were feen ; and made an odd appearance, rifing 
as It were, out of ^e pound, in which th^ 
- J were 
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were half funk. But thrdugh the whole wafte, 
there wis, not the leaft fign Ish erf" any cukure-j 
the this plain had once been the pride of the 
country. Lands, which in the evening would 
have let for twaity (hiilings an acre, by the 
morning-light were not worth fix-pence. 
: ■ Oii this well cultivated plain twenty-eight 
families had their dwellings, and little farms-i 
every one of which, except a few, who lived 
near Ae ikirts of it, had the world totally 
to begin again. Mr. . Grahun, agreeably to 
the prudential maxims he has ever obferved, 
kffbrds thon^ little afliftance himfelf ; and dif;- 
courages the bounty of others. He feems to 
wifli his dominions fliould thrive by induftry 
alone ; and would have his fubje£ls depend on 
J&as gitat viitue for the fupply of every want, 
Aod the reparation of every lofs. If the maxinn 
in'fo ftiU an extait, be goodj it requires at 
ieaft, a great hardinefs of refojudon to. carry 
it into practice. 

WJuther the imiaenie work of clearing this 

plain can ever totally be effected, is a doubt 

-with many. It is attempted however with 

great fpirit, through the unitoi force of the 

. two powerful elements of fire and water. 

AU - 
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- AH the fldrtt, and other parts of it which 
&re drier than the r^ are reduced by firC} 
which occafioned the great fmoke from the 
plmn, as we defcended into it j and which, at 
that diftance, appeared to arife from the whole 
area. 

But this method is not found very effefhial i 
as it reaches only a little below the fur&cc; 
Much more is expected from the applicatioii 
of water} which is the part our guide Mr^ 
Willbn has undertaken. — How well qualified 
he is for the undertaking, and in what manner 
he propofes to accomplifli it, may be conceived 
from the following ftory. 



Mr. Graham's houfe ftands on an eminence, 
with higher grounds above it. A little on one 
fide of the front, ftood a knoll, which made a 
tUIagreeabie appearance before his windows. — 
Being deiirous therefore of removing it, he fent 
to Newcaftle for a perfon accuftomed to works 
c^ this kind. The undertaker came, furveyed 
the ground, and eftimated the expent^ of 
moving fo much earth, at thirteen hundred 
pounds. 

While 
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W&ile the stffaiv was in agitation, Mr. Gra- 
ham heard, that Wilfon had fiud, the earth 
irnght be removed at a much eafier rate. He 
wa9 examinM cm the fut^e£t; ; and his anfwers 
appeared fo rational, that he was fet to wotk. 
He had already {urveyed the higher grounds, 
Where he firft colle£led all the iprings he found, 
^totwo large refervoirs; from which he cut 
a precipitate channel, pointed at an abrupt 
comer of the Imoll. He cut aUb a channd 
bf cumnunication between his two relervoirs. 
Thefe bong both filled, he opened his flulces, 
andtkt out iiich a continued torrent of water, 
(the upper pool feeiting the lower) that he 
very foon carried away the comer of the knoll, 
i^sonft which he had pointed his artillery. 
•He thm charged again, and levelled againil 
anoth^ part with equal fuccefs. In fliort, by 
a few effi:>rts of this kind, he carried away 
the whole hill; and told Mr. Graham, with 
an £ur of triumph, th^ if he plea&d, he 
would carry away his houfe next. The work 
was compleated in a few days j and Mr. Gra- 
ham himfelf informed us, that the whole ex- 
pence did not amount to twenty pounds. 

Thb man, with fo much giemus about him, 
tives in the loweft ftUe of life > and works for 

the 
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the loweft -wlges. When WeT r^j^netttd, that 
he was paid fo .'inodequut^ to his worth, wfe 
were aflured, as his appear^ce m^e^d teftiiiidj 
that he had no higher ideapf h^ppiixei^* ^thaa 
to get drunk after tus day's labcHir:; iaid. tlrat 
bettei' wages would only deftroy luro fo^mtfTv 

I have fince heard, that one hundfal and 
^fty acres of the plun dre now cleared by thi 
ingenuity of this man : and that there is reafon 
to believe, he will in time ftUl clear a more 
coniiderable quantity. From a refervoir formed 
by a little Ilream at the higheft part of the 
overflowed ground, he cuts channds in various 
directions to the Eik : and whoi the water is 
let o6F, he places numbers of ^len by the fide 
<^ each flream, who roll into it l^ge ma^s of 
mofly earth, which had been hardened by the 
fun. The ftream tumbles them into tjic river 5 
and the river conveys them to the &a. 
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SECT. xxin. 

TTAVING feen fuch parts of the country 
■^ on the borders of England, as were 
moft curious ; we fet out on oiu* return. 
But inftead of taking the Kefwick-road, we 
proposed to vary our rout ■ by the mountuns 
of Brugh*, 



At Penrith the rdad divides. We turned to 
the left> towards Appelbyj and foon fell into 
a rich> and beautiful vale, in which the river 
Lowther^ gliding undeir lofty woody banks, 
bore us company a cohliderable way. 



Wheal we crolTed that river, the fituation 
cf Brougham-caftle, one of the feats of the 



* See page 168. ««Li. 
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celebrated countefs of Pembroke, attraftol our 
notice. It had not efcaped the notice of the 
Romans } who fixed here a ftation to com- 
mand the country. It appears as great, at 
this time, in a pifturefque light, as it did 
formerly in a military one. But we had not 
time to ride., tip to it; contenting ourfelves 
with viewing it only as the ornament of a 
iecond diftanCe. . 



i.Ap Clifton the road opens ag^n. info a wild 
fi^ene. Here weexan^ined the fpot, where, 
in the year 1745, the rebels entering anjn- 
clofed country, made a Hand; and Imed the 
hedges to retard the duke of Cumberland's 
purfuit* Sii: J<^h York, in hie ro^ ftom 
Ixt^and, had bten there, ,;iVe. founds a few days 
before. He hadf accompanied th? diike; in 
}u$. ex^editipn agaii^ft .the rebels; ,an^ftop{:£d 
at Cliftpji to i-evjevv .the fcene. He left the 
people, we were informed, much pleafed with 
his remembering a gallant aftion, which had 
b^n achieve, about that tiD^e, by a -heroine 
pjf; the coi(intry, .j,whp,. had ,>carri^ a letter 
3Crpfs_ the .fire of the rebels, when no other 
meflenger could be obt^ed. 

From 



1.1 Google 



( H7 ) 



From Clifton, we turned afide, to fee, LoW-i 
ther-hall, the feat of Sir James Lowther. It 
is only a temporary houfe, the old manlion 
having been burnt in the time of the latQ 
lord Lon£lale. But materials are now. collect- 
ing for a grand ftrufture. It is fituated in an 
extenlive park, which contains a great variety 
of beautiful keasry. 



Frran LoWther-hall we purfued our rout 
to Appelby, kwping on our left that, vaft 
traftof barren country, called Wingfield- 
foreft. 

The fituation of Appelby-<!aftle, which be- 
longs to the earl of Thanet, is magnifiicenti. 
It ftands on a rocky raninence, falling precis 
pitately into. the river Eden; which half in- 
circles it. The banks of the. river, .an4 dift 
fides of the precipice, are. fio^y :hu<ig vrith 
wood. The caftle is ftUl in good repfUT} 
and is a noble pile. But, in a pi£lunsfqMe 
light, it lofes half it's beauty, from it's being, 
broken into two parts. A fmalier break from 
a grand pile removes heavinefs j and is a iburce 
i, 2 of 
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of beauty. We have feen the principle tX-* 
cmplified in mountains, and other objefts*. 
But here the Whole is diidded into two parts, 
of fuch egual dhnenfions, that £ach afpiretf 
to pre-eininence<^ Each therefore becomes a 
feparate whole; and both together dUbaft 
the eye. The detached part ihould always 
obferve a due mferioiity^ But what is faid of 
thefe two detached parts of the caftle, is meant 
only with regard to that view of it, winch 
appears Jrom the road. If you go round it, 
yon are prefentcd with other views, in which 
it is feen more advantageoufly ; particularly 
where you lee the brk^» and the firft open- 
ing into the vale of Eden. There the caftle 
takes a Very grand fttuation on a hanging' 
rbck over the river; and the detached part 
makes but an inconfiderable appearance. 

Wft had not time to take a view from the 
e^le i 'which muft ccanmand a beautiiul dif- 
tance, ova: the vale^ 

Appdby-caflle was the AjKillaba of the 
Romans ; and prefeiTes it's origin clearer in 
it's etymology, than the generality of Roman 
ftatiohs. 



* Sec pige 5Jt nd. ii. 

This 
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This caftle was formerly the favourite man- 
fion of Ann countefs of Pembroke, DoHet, 
and Montgomeiy. As this very extraordinary 
lady is ItiU the ohje£t: of great veneration in 
theie parts : as her hiftory is curious, and lefs 
known than it ought to be ; and as it is ib 
intimately connected with all this country ; 
1 thought the following djgreflion a proper 

She was the daughter of Geoige Clifford, 
earl of Cumberland ; one of the heroes of the 
gallant age of Elizabeth, This noble perfon 
diftinguiflied himfelf chi^y by his naval ex- 
peditions ; on which he was iuffered, in thofe 
^6rugal times, to expend a great portion of 
his patrimony. In return for his patrioUlin, 
he was appointed fey his royal miftrefs, her 
champion in all tilts and tournaments ; where 
the graCe, and dignity of hi,s behaviour, and 
his fkiU and addreis' in arms, were equally 
admired. The rich armour he wore, on 
thefe occaiions. is ilill Hiewn in this cafUe. 

Lady Ann Clifford was only ten years of 
age, when her father died. But her educa- 
tion was conducted by two excellent women — 
' X. 3 her 
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her mother, a daughter of the earl of Bedford — 
and afterwards > by her aunt the countefs of 
. Wal^vick. 

In her early youth Ihe married lord Budc- 
hurft, earl of Dorfetj vrith whom during a 
few years flie lived very happily*. But he 
loon leaving her a widow } flie married,* fix 
years after, Philip earl of Pembroke, and 
Montgomery. 

This nobleman, through the favour of 
James I. poiTeffed, as a reward for his great 
Ikill in the arts of hunting, and hawking, 
a prodigious eftate ; not lefs, at that time, 
than dghteen thoufand pounds a year. His 
nlanner of living, was fumptuous beyond ex- 
ample J and his apparatus for field-^rts 
magnificrait beyond belief. His dog-kennels 
were fuperb ; and his ftables vied with pa-r 
laces. But his falconry was his chief pride ; 
Ivhich he had furnilhed, at a wonderful ex- 
pence, with birds of game ; and proper per- 
fons to manage, tran and exercife them. 

Here ends the hiftory of Philip earl of 
Pembroke — imlefs we add, that in private 



* I have fcen fome accounte, which Ipeok of this manriage 
u an unhappy one. 

life. 
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life, he Was vicious, ignorant, and unlettered 
in a lurprizing degree j and that in pubhc, 
his character is ftained with ingratitude, and 
tergiverfation, by the noble hiftorian of thofe 
unfortunate times. 

With this worthlefs man his unhappy lady 
lived near twenty years. During the. latter 
part of his 'life indeed he became fo diflblute, 
that ftie was obliged to leave him. 

About the time of his death ftie found her- . 
felf poffeffed of a very ample fortune. For, 
it feems, her immediate fucceflion to the 
large eftates of her anceftors in the north, 
had been difputed by an uncle, who inherited 
the title : and an award had been given againft 
her by James I. to which however ftie 
would not fubmit. But the uncle, arid his 
fon both dying, the great eftates , of the 
Cliffords, the conliderably impaired by her. 
fether's geherofity, came to her without any 
farther moleftation. She had befides two 
large jointures. That which ftie received 
from her firft huft>andi was between three, 
and four thoufend, a year; and that from 
the earl of Pembroke was nearly equal to it. 

On the event of the earl of Pembroke's 

death, flie immediately laid out the whole 

L 4 plan 
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plan of her future life j detemunlng to retire 
into the north ; and fyenA it on hei* own eftate. 

In ancient times the earls of Cumberland 
poflefled five noble caftles in the three coun- 
ties of Yorkihire, Welbnoreland, and Cumber- 
land Skipton — Pendragon — Appelby — 

Brougham — and Brugh. The tower of Bar- 
don aUb was another fortified feat, where 
they fometimes refided. But all thefe caM^ 
had fu^ed in the late civil warsj and were 
reduced, more or lefs, to a ftate of great decay^ 

The countefs of Pembroke however deter- 
jnined, on her coming into the north, to 
repair and fumifh them all. This great 
work ihe compleated during the years 1657, 
and 1658 ; and placed over the gate of each 
caftle the following infcription ; 

THIS CASTLE WAS REPAIREt) BY THE LADY 
ANN CLIFFORD, COUNTESS DOWAGER OF PEMj 
BROKE, &c. INTHE YEAR-r^n — AFTER THE MAIN 
PART OF IT HAD LAIN RUINOUS EVER SINCE 
iM. WHEN IT WAS DEMOLISHED. ALMOST TO 
THE GROUND BY THE PARLIAMENT THEN SIT- 
TING AT WESTMINSTER, BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN 
A GARRISON IN THE. CIVIL WARS. IS. LVIIL la, 
LAUS DEO ! 

Oliver Cromwell was, at this time, at the, 
head of afiairsi whofe hypocrify and villany. 

the 
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tiie countefs of Pembroke detelled: and as 
flie had too muchi Ipirit to conceal her fen- 
timents, it is probable> the proteftor was 
enough informed, how little flic efteaned 
him. Her friends therefore, knowing the 
jealoufy of his temper, advifed her not to be 
fo profiife va. building; as they were well 
alTured, that as foon as fhe had buUt her caftles, 
he would order them to be, dcftroyed. But 
ftie aniwered with great (pirit, " Let him 
deftroy them if he will: but he (hall fiirely 
find, that as often as he deflroys them, I 
win rebuild than, while he leaves me a 
(hilling in my pocket." 

She (hewed her, contempt for Cromwell, 
and h^r own high (pirit, on another occafion. 
H?r uncle had left her affairs To involved, , 
that (he found herfelf under a neceflity of re- 
covering ibrae of her rights by a tedious law- 
fmt. The afi^ir being r^refent^ tp Crom- 
well by the oppo(ite party, he o(Fered his 
mediation. But (he aniVered loftily, (he 
would never accept it, while th^re was any 
law to be found in England. " What ! faid 
(he, does he ima^ne, that I, who refilled 
.■ to fubmit to king James, will fiibmit to 
him?" 

BQt 
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But notwithftanding her fpirit, neither 
her caftles, nor her eftates were injured. 
Some afoihed this lenity to Cromwell's re- 
verence of her virtue ^ which is very impro- 
bable: others, to her numerous friends, with 
whom the proteftor wiihed to keep f^; 
which, it is moft likdy, was the truth. 

Her diflike to Cromwell was not founded 
on party ; but on principle. She had ,the 
fame diflike. afterwards to Charles, when flic 
became acquainted with the fpirit of his go- 
vernment. On being preflai by her friends, 
fometime after the reftoration, to go to court j 
" By no means, iaid fhej unlefs I may be 
allowed to wear blinkers *." 

Beiides her caftles, fhe found likewile in 
ruins, almoft all the churches, belonging 
to the feveral villages on her eftates. The 
fpire of one had been beaten down : another 
had 1)een turned into a magazine: a third 
into a holpitai. Seven of them were in this 
ruinous condition : each of which fhe either 
built from the ground, or repaired; fiimifh- 



* Blmkera are Uufe blinds affixed to the btidks of, coacb- 
borfes, which piereot their leang what thej ought not ta 
fee. ■ 



ing 
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ihg them all -mth decent pews ; tjiat her 
tenants, in every part of her eftates, might 
have churches in thek neighbourhood. 

Her feveral buildings, and repairs, . at her 
firft coming into the north, did not coft her 
lefs, than forty thou^d pounds. 

At each of her caftles ihe refided a part 
of every year; regularly moving from one to 
the other ; over-looking the whole of her vaft 
eftates ; and bleffing the coimtry, wherever 
ihe went. She was every where die common 
patronefs of all, who were diftrefled. Her 
heart was as lai^, as her ability : and mifery 
of every kind, that could get it's ftory' feirly 
reprefented to her, was fure of relief. 

Nor was ftie content with occajional a6ls 
of charity ; but made many of her charitable 
intentions permanent by endowments. The 
greateft of thefe works were two hofpitals, 
which flie founded. 

One little pleaiing monument of this kind 
{lands by the fide of the road, between Pen- 
rith and Appelby, It is a monument indeed 
rather of ho: filial piety, than of her charity. 
On this ^t, in her early youth, (he had 
paited with her beloved mother; whom ihe 
never afterwards faw. She always remem- 
bered 
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bered this parting-rfcenc with the tendereft 
feelings J and, when ftie came to refide in 
Weftmpreland, fhenuied, among her other 
buildings a pillar to record it; with a ftone- 
table at it's bafe. The pillar, which is ftill 
known in the country by the name of Countejs- 
pillary is decorated with her arms ; a fun- 
dial, for the benefit of travellers; and the 
following infcription, 

THIS PILLAR WA3 ERECTED IN THE YEAR 
i6j6, BY ANN COUNTESS DOWAGER OF PEM- 
BROKE, ftc. FOR A MEMORIAL OF HER LAST 
PARTING, IN THIS PLACE. WITH HER GOOD 
AND PIOUS MOTHER, MARGARET, COUNTESS 
DOWAGER OF CUMBERLAND, ON THE id OF 
APRIL ifli6: IN MEMORY WHEREOF SHE HATH 
LEFT AN ANNUITY OF £^ TO BE DISTRIBUTED 
TO THE POOR OF THE PARISH OF BROUGHAM, 
EVERY *d DAY OF APRIL FOR EVER, UPON 
THE STONE TABLE PLACED HARD BY. LAUS 
DEO! 

Her very hou&-hoId was a noble charity. 
Her fervants were generally the children of 
her tenants ; and were fure of a provifion, 
if they behaved well. Her women-fervants 
had always little portioni given them, to begin 
the world with, if they married to pleafe 
her. 

The 
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The calamities of. the times alib^ during 
Cromwell's government, particularly the dif- 
trcfled fituation of feveral gefted minifters 
of the church, fiirnifhed her with ample op- 
portunities of exerting her generofity. Among 
others, flie was particularly kind to King, 
afterwards bifliop of Chichcfter ; and Duppa, 
and Morley, both afterwards bifhops of Win- 
chefter. To each of thefe fhe aUowed ^^40 
a year ; and when, in thdr diftrefles abroad, 
they informed her, that a fum of money 
would be of more fervice to them, than the 
annuities ihe was pleafed to g^ve them; flie 
remitted a thouland pounds to be divided 
among them. 

She was a lady of unc<»nmon prudence in 
the management of her ai&irs. Bilhop Rain- 
bow fimis up her character on this head, in 
two words, by calling her a perfect miflrefs 
oi forecqfti and aftercaft. 

For the numberleis a£ts of bcamty, that 
ilowed from her, fhe depended, under God, on 
two things — her regularity in keeping ac- 
counts; and her great economy. 

With regard to the former, in whatever" 
caftle ihe refided, an office was kept, in which 
all her receipts, and dilburlements were en- 
tered 
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tcred with conunercial exafbxefs. Qf her 
private charities, fhe kept an account herfelf j 
but was fo regular, that, at any time by com- 
paring it with her public accounts, flie had, 
at once, a compleat view of the lituation of 
her afF^s. 

Her economy was equal to her exaftnefe. 
Nothing was. fpent in vanity. Notlung was 
trifled away. All ha: family-expences were 
under' the article of neccl^es : and the very 
form of regularity, in which they conftantly 
ran, made one year a check upcm another. 

The Ipirit, which fhe ihewal in def^d- 
ing her rights, may perhaps be mentioned 
alfb among her plans of economy. It was 
a fpirit not often exerted j but when it was 
r^fed, it always carried her vigoroufly to the 
end of the-queftion; and, no doubt, fecured 
her from many, contentions, which might 
btherwife have difturbed her, in the midft of 
fb complex a property ) and in thofe dubious 
days, -when legal .rights were fo mftch un- 
hinged. I have mentioned her Ipirit, in one 
fuit, with regard to an affair of conTequence, 
We have an account of another, tho of lefs 
importance. , 
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It y^s a cullora, on all her eftates, for 
each tenant to pay, befjdes his roit, an an- 
nual boon'ben, as it was called. This had 
ever been, acknowledged a juft claim ; and 
is, I believe, ' to this day, paid on many of 
the great eftates in the north; being gene-f 
rally ccHiiidered as a Reward's perc^uifite. 

It happoied, that a rich clothier from Ha- 
lifax, one Murgatroyd, having taken a tefie- 
ment near SkJpton, was called on by the 
fteward . ot the caftte for his boon-ben. On 
his re:fu&l to pay it, the couhtefs ordered a 
fuit. to. be conuiKnced againft him. He was 
pbftinate ; and flie determined ; To it was car- 
ried into length.- At lafl: fhe recovered her 

hen ; but at the expence of ^C^oo* It is 

iald, that after the affair was decided, fhe 
mvited Mr. Murgatroyd to dinner ; an4 draw- 
ing the hen to her, which w^ ferved up as 
the firft difti, " Come, faid ftie, Mr. Mur- 
gatroyd, let us now be good friends: Since 
you allow the hen to be drdfed at my table, 
well divide it between us." 

She had a mind improved, and cultivated 
tn.vmaay parts of. learning. Dr. Donn, in 
Jiis -humorous manner, ufed to lay, Jhe kneio 
hmv to converfe of every thing; from predefii- 

nation 
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nation to Jlea-Jilk *. But hiftory feons to have 
been her chief amuiement; to the ftudy of 
which flie was probably firft led, by examin- 
ing the hiftory of her own anceftors. This 
indeed comprdiended, in a great degree, the 
hiftory of England from the times (^ die 
conqueft : for there were few fcenes of public 
Hfe, in which her progenitors, the Veteriponts 
and the CliiFords, ' an a£1ive race <^ men, 
were not deeply engaged. 

She feems to have entertained a defign of 
colle£ting materials for a hiftory of thefe two 
potent northern funilies. At a great expence 
ihe employed learned men to make colleftions, 
for this purpofe, from the records in the 
tower ) the rolls j ''and other depofitaries of 
public papers J which being all fairly tran- 
fcribed, filled three lai|;e volumes. This 
work, which contains anecdotes of a great 
variety of original charafters, exerting them- 
felves on very important occafions, is ftill, I 
liave heard, among the tiunily-records at 
Appelby-caftle. 

While Ihe was thus careful to prelerve the 
honour of her anceftors ; fhe inftituted a very 



• A Jund of nw filk nfed, at that time, in embroidery. 

fevere 
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fevere hiftorical reftramt, if I may fo call it, 
on hei-felf. In a large folio volume, which 
m&de a part of her > equipage, when ihe tra- 
velled from one caftle to another, ihe, ordered 
an entry to be made, under her own infpeftion, 
of ^ the tranfaftions of every day. To what 
particulars this journal extended, I have not 
learned. But if it was kept, as it probably 
was, by a confidential iecretary, . it m^ight have 
included very minute particulars. What an 
interefting coUefHon of valuable anecdotes 
might be fumilhed from the incidents of fuch , 
a life! What a fetire would it be on the 
vanity, the diffipation, and frivolous employ- 
ments of the generality of the great ! This 
work, I am informed, is ftill extant; and in 
the hands of the earl of Thanet *. 

But the moft confpicuous part of the cha- 
rafter of this illuftrious lady, was her piety 
and great attachment to religion. No doubt 
the amiable inftruflbrs of her youth had given 
her dilpofition, naturally- fcrious, a proper 



* I' haye Gnce been informed, that the late etui oC Thanet , 
deftroyed it, as it contained many fevere remarks, on fereralcha- 
radera of thofe times, which' the eail fuppofcd might give ofience 
to theic familiee. , 

V.0J,. II. M. dire^ion: 
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(!ire£tion: but perhaps the bell ichocA> in 
which Ihe had learned to think juftly,- was, 
that fchool of afHi£tion, the houfe of her fecond 
hufband, the earl of Pembroke j whofe diffi- 
pated, abandoned life had taught her, mote than 
any thing elfe, the vanity of all earthly things, 
anlefs ufed for the purpofes they were ^ven. 
- Few divines were better verfed in fcripture, 
than fhe was. She could quote it peilinently 
on all occafions } and never failed to tefid a 
porti(»i of it every dayv or have it read to 
her, in the latter part of her life. , 

The new tefhiment was her principal ftudy. 
Next to it ftie was particularly fond o£ the 
plalms of David $ and had thofe appginted 
for the day, read r^ularly to her. . , 

She had been bred up in the church of 
England from her youth j and the ihe could 
not, in the fanatical times of the ufurpation, 
attend any public fervicej yet in the worft 
of thofe times fhe never foiled to hear the 
church-forvice in her own private ehap^ 
which {he had been careful to fit up in all 
her caftles. Many menaces of fequeftrations 
ftie received from the ruling powers, if fhe 
periifted in that praftice. But fhe fhewed 
the fame fpirit on tlus occafion, which fhe 

had 
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had before Oiewn on many others. She con- 
tinued her practice} and left them to do as 
they pleaied. No attempts however were made 
ag^ft her. 

She had no idea of pomp, and grandeur. 
With regard to herfelf, her mode of larm% 
was rather parfimonious. Amidft all the ob- 
je£b of her generofity, herfelf was the only 
perfon forgotten. In her diet (he wa» even 
abftemious ; and would Ibmetimes plea&ntly 
bdaft, that (he had fcarce ever tafted wme, 
or phyfic; during her whole life. Of the 
el^ance of drefs flic had never been fond i 
but in her latter life flie laid it intirely afide; 
wearing nothing, for many years, but, a clofe 
habit of plain, black ferge j which occafioned 
many pleafant miftakes between her, and her 
attendants. 

Her retinue was merely for ule, not parade. 
Befides her common domeflics, flie luul always 
two ladies of education, who Uved vrith her. 
Many hoiu's flie ipent alone : at other times, 
they read to her, and were her companions. 

Her chief expence, as far as concerned her- 
felf, was in books. Her library was ftored 
with all the beft writers in the Englifli lan- 
guage. She knew no other. 

M 2 Such 
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Such was the life of this excellent ladyj - 
equally luited to any ftation, in which God. 
had picafcd tophce her. It was a life ,of no 
more indulgence, than the . moft abridged 
circumftances would have allowedi Her; aH- 
lity in doing good, was .that only, in which 
ihe exceeded others. 

She lived twenty-fix years, after the death 
of her fecond hufband i- Providence lengthen- 
ing out her life, as a bleffing to j the country, 
beyond her eightieth year. The 23d of March 
1675 was the day of her diflolution — one of 
the moft melancholy days the northern coun* 
tics ever experienced. 

In her ended the noble family of the Clif- 
fords. Her daughter Margaret, by the ear! 
of Dorfet (her fole furviving heirefs) marry- 
ing the earl of Thanet, carried the Clifford 
eflates into the Tufton family*. 



* I'be nioft material part of thia little biftory is talen from r~ 
MS.' life of Mr. Sedgwick, her fecretary, written by him£elf. 
Iq this work 'Mr. Sedgwick, occafionally iaferts a few circum-i- 
Aances relating to bis lady. — It u a ^ty he bad not given her the 
beUer Ihare. Hi« MS. it ftiU extant in AppelbyKaftle. 

SECT. 
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SECT. XXIV. 

Tj'ROM Appelby-eaftle we fbon approach 
■ rfie .barrier-mountmns : but we approach 
them, in the ufual order of nature, by regular 
progrefs. The ground is firft high, before it 
becomes mountainous; and tillage appears in 
fcanty plots, before cultivation ceafes, 



A little to the north of Bragh, the ground 
on the left^ makes a lingular appearance. A 
hill, on which a fair is annually held, forms 
an exaft, femi-circular convex. Scarce a 
knoll, or bufli breaks the regularity of the lijie. 
Beyond this, but without any intervening 
ground, rifes a range of diftant mount^ns. 
Thefe wore a light purple hue, when we law 
them — the circular hill, a deep green. Per- 
haps no difppfition of ground Was ever more 
M 3 totally 
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totally unpifhirefque : and yet even this (fuch 
is the force of contraft) it it be only bilefted, 
and in a fmall degree adorned, is not wholly 
difagreeable. 



At the commencement of the mountain^ 
iVand the town, and cafVIe of Brugh, not 
unpleafantly feated. The caftle which con- 
lifts, life that at Appelby, of two parts, 
fcems to have been a very ftrong ptace. Since 
the time of it's laft noble inhabitant, the 
countefs of Pembroke, it has been falling iafl; 
into ruin; but we found it no cafy matter, 
even yet, to fcale the out-works of it's cguthem 
mounds : fo ftrong a fortrefs hath it once 
been. — Some parts of it, efpecially a ftiattered 
round tower, are very pifturefque. 

We had not the opportunity of feeing this 
caftle in fo advantageous a light, as had fa- 
voured us, when we faw the caftle of Penrith. 
We faw them both in the evening ; but here 
we had no bright beam of fun-fet to illumine 
the ruins. And yet the effeil was grand. 
The caftle and landfcape around, were in deep 
fhadbwj under the influence of a retiring 
ftorm, which had hung a fettled gloom on all 

^e 



.y Google 



.;, Google 



.1 Google 



( '67 ) 

the upper re^ons of the fky. The fun was 
invifiblej but had fired the whole weftem 
horizon WTth a deep red. We viewed the 
caftle from the eaft j and had therefore the 
ruddy part of the hemifphere as a background 
to the grey tints, and ftrong Ihadows of the 
towers, and battlements, which intervened be* 
tween us and the weft. Th^, with the deep 
iblemnity of the gloom, were a fufficient ba- 
lance to the glowing red of the horizon, which 
would otherwife have been too glaring. But 
the whole was in perfeft harmony ; and had a 
fine efFeft, — Indeed nature's cobufing is rarely 
without harmcmy. If the lights be glowing, 
the ftiades are proportionably deep j on . the 
contrary, if the lights decay, the fhadows de- , 
cay with them ; and as light is alfo the fource 
of colour, the landfcape wears always one uni- 
form hue. Either the fiber colouring prevails, 
or one vivid titft fupports another. In compoji-- 
tim *, we have found, that nature may be im- 
proved i but in the beauty, and proportion of 
ber tints, in the harmony of her colouring, flie 
is feldom at variance with herfelf. 



* See the idea oi improving natund compolitioii, ^plained^ 
p. 125, kc. •hA.'u 

M 4 The 
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The Iquare tower, which made tiic grand 
part of the caftle, conyeyed, as we looked 
into it, a very horrid idea. Moft of thefe old 
ftruftures have fuffered great external dil^pi-r 
' dations. But here the fiell was intire ; and 
all the internal parts _were gone — the roof, 
the ftories, and even the vault over die dun-r 
geon. The whole was a mere excavation. I 
know not, that I was ever ftruck with a more 
horrid i<Jea of the kind. The eye, confined 
within the walls of a vaft tower, open to the 
Iky -above, which lom'ed with unufual black- 
nefs, [poked down with ludeous contraft, deep 
into a dimgcon below. 



The whole road, over the mountains of 
Stainmore, from Brugh-cafHe to Bowes>caftl^ 
which is about thirteen miles, - is the moft 
unpleafent that can be conceived; and. the 
more fo, as it reminded us. of the iiibUme 
fcenes, which, we had pafled, in another part 
of this chain, between Amblefide and Kefwick, 
In the mountains of Stainmore» th? parts are 
neither fufficiently ample to be grand; not 

rich 
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rich and varied, to be beautiful. We did not 
even $nd what we have elfewhere called a mere 
fcene bfmotmtains*. In iuch a feene, X\iR parti 
are beautiful, tho there is no whole ; but here, 
in a pi£hirefque view, there is neither v^boht 
■Qor parts. 

\ Nothing remains pf Bowes-^-caftle, but (me 
heavy, Tquare tower, much defaced, and ruin- 
pd J this the, ftone-work appears to have been 
excellent. This fortrefs f^ems originally to 
have been intended as a defence at the foudiem 
pnd of the mountains > as. Brughrcaftl^ yf^ at 
the northern, 



. From the pofition of thefe caftles, it feems . 
probable, that . formerly the road over the 
mount^s of Stainmore was the only road into 
Cumberland, that was paiTable, and of coiuie 
necel&ry. to be defended. The Kefmck inoun- 
t^ns, till lately, were impervious ; and die 
mountains of Shap are much fialler of defiles, 
amd dangerous pailes, than thofe of Stainmore, 
which are tbe-moft level, and the:moft pene- 
trable part of this vaft chain. 

.* See page i68, v^Li. 
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^ As we leave the mountains, a very rich and 
extenflve view opens before us Into Yorkfhire. 
We had notfeen iuch a view for many days. 
For tho in Cumberland, we had many very 
extenfive profpefts, yet they extended chiefly 
over barren country. 



At Greta we found much devaftation &(»n 
the late high floods. The bridge was beaten 
down ; and large fragn^ents of it carried away; 
through the violence of the ftream. With 
thefc, and huge ftones torn from the adjoining 
cliffs, the bed of the river was' choaked. 
Nothing could have a more ruinous appeary 
ance. A broken bridge imprefles one of t^Q 
^'ongeft emblems of defolation, from the 
idea of cutting off all intercourfe amoi^ men, . 



Here lir Thomas Robinfbn luu a houfe^^ 
{ituated in a ple^nt park j one iide of which 
is bounded by the river. 



* It 11 now Mr. Monitt'i. 

The 



^ 
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The road from Greta-bridge leads throngi) 
a rich country, but open, and unpleafingj 
unlefs in diftance. 

The middle of Gatherly-moor commands 
a moft extenfive view - in evay direction,. 
Hambledon-hills boimd the prof!pe^ in front. 
On the right (Iretches an extent of coimtry. 
towards Richmond. A diftance ftill more> 
remote opens, on the left, into the bifliopric 
of Durham -, and betund rife the mountains of 
Weftmoreland, as a bacl^round to all the 
wild fcenes we had left. 



Few places afford a fituation, where a painter 
may fee, at once, fo many monies of difiance : or 
n^iere he may better compare, at one glance, 
their £everal beauties and imperfections. 

The wild, unwooded wafte, when thrown 
into diftance, hath nrither variety, nor rich- 
nefs. It is one uniform, dark, and dfeaiy 
fpread: unlefs it . be happily ioUghtened ; or 
conlift of hilly grotind broluai into large parts. : 

The intermixttire of trafts of woodland, 
adds a pleafing variety to diftance; and is 
adapted to rccdve the fweeteft effefts of ligh^. 

But 
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But the cultivated country forms the moft 
amufmg diftance *. Meadows, corn-fields, 
hedge-rows, ipires, towns, and villages, tho' 
loft as fingle objeEls, are all melted together 
into the rtcbeji mafs of variegated furface ; 
over which the e^ ranges with delight; and 
following the flitting gleams of fun-fliine, 
catches a thoufand dubious objefb, as they 
arife; and creates as many more, which do 
not really cxift. But fuch a country will not 
bear a nearer approach; efpecially if it be 
6ver-built, which is the cafe of moft of tlte 
rich diftances about London: the /ar/i afliune 
too much confequence, and the whole becomes 
a fcene of confufion. 



When the death of Elizabeth called James 
to the crown of England, he took this road 
from Scotland} and on Oatherly-moor, we 
are told, he ftopped to take a view around 
him; with which he is feid to have been 
greatly deUghted. The fpot, where this royal 
furvey was taken, is ftill ihewn -r-. the fummit 
of a Roman ftation. — It is not likely, that 



* See page 7, voL i. 
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pi^turefque thoughts engaged his princely 
attention at that. time. It is rather probably 
that he began there to meaiure the length of 
his new Iceptre — for. there, his wiftful eyes 
were bleffed with; the firft fair prpfpe£t of the 
promiled land. 



From Gatherly-moor we entered Leeming* 
lane; grieved to leave fo much fine country 
on both fides unleen. Within a few miles 
the Tees pouring through a rocky channd, 
forms fome of the moft romantic fcenery in 
England} and boafts, at Winfton-bridge, a 
more magnificent fingle arch, than perhaps , 
any Englifh river can produce. — Within a few 
miles, in another direftion, lie the beautiful, 
and vaned grounds abput Richmond; which 
among other noble fcenes, exhibit the magni- 
ficent ruins of a calHe, on the fummit of a 
lofty rock, over-hanging the Swale. ^—AU 
this beautiful country we were obliged to leave 
behind, and enter Leeming-lane, which ex- 
tends near thirty miles, in a ftraight line, ihut 
up between hedges; bdng a part of a great 
Roman caufey. And yet the whole is fo well 
planted, tlut we found it le& difgufting, than 
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Wft expected. The finalleft turn, where the 
wood hung loofely over the lane, efpecially 
when there was any variety in the ground^ 
broke the lines, and deftroyed much of the 
difagreeable regularity of the roadi 

We left the lane however abruptly, and 
went to Norton Conyers, near Rippon, the 
ieat of fir Bellingham Graham ; from whence 
we propofed to vifit the neighbouring fcenes 
9f Studley, and Backfall. 



SECT, I 
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SECT. XXV. 

npHE moft unproved part of the gardens 
■*■ at Studlcy, and what is chiefly ftiewn 
to ilrai^rs, is a valley, nearly drcular, fur- 
rounded by high woody grounds, which Hope 
gently into it in various directions. The cir- 
cumference of the higher grounds includes 
about one hundred and fifty acres j the area, 
at the bottom, confifts of dght. The higher 
parts prefent many openings into the country. 
The lower, of courfe, are more confln»l ; but 
might aiFord many pleaiing woody Scenes, and. 
folitary retreats. A confiderable ftream runs 
through the valley : and on the banks of this 
ibream, in another valley, contiguous to ther 
drcular one, ftand the ruins of Fountain's 
abbey i the grandeft, and moft beautiful ^ 
except p^haps thofe of Glaftonbury, which, 
the kingdom can produce, 

•Hie 
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The idea, vrfiich fuch vallies naturally 
luggeft,, is that of retirement — the habitation 
of chearful folitude. Every obje£t points it 
out ; all tending to foothe and amufe : but not 
to roufe and tranfport -, like the great fcenes of 
natiu^. 

Sometimes indeed the recluie may be more 
enamoured of the great fcenes of nature, and 
wifh to fix his abode, where his eye may be 
continually prefcnted with fublime ideas. But 
in.general, we obferve (from the whole hiftory 
of monaftic Ufe) that he wifhes rather, to 
. fequefter himfelf in fome tnanquil fcene : and 
this in particular was chofen as a qvuet recefs, 
C(Hifecrated tojetirement.. 

Solitude therefore bonig the , racing idea 
of die place, every accompaniment ihould 
tend to imprefs it. The ruins of the abbey, 
which is the great obje£t, certainly do. .The: 
river and the paths fhould wind carelefly: 
through the lawns and woods, with little 
decoration. Buildings Ihould be fparingly 
introduced. Thoie which appear, ihould be 
as fimple as poffible — the mere retreats of: 
folitude. The fcene allows no. more ; and the^ 
neighbourhood of fo noble a ruin renders every- 

other 
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odwr decoration^ in the way of building, dthef 
trivial, or offenfivc. 

Inftead of theie ideas, which the vailies of 
Studley naturally fuggeft, the whole is a vain 
oftentation of expence j a mere Tipton's villa j 
decorated by a.tafte debauched in it's concep- 
tion, and puerile in it's execution. Not only 
the reigning idea of the place is forgotten ; but 
all the great mafter-ftrcAes of nature, in every 
ihape, are effaced. Every part is touched and 
retouched with the iniipid fedulity of a Dutch 
riiailer: 

'■ - Labor improbui omnia nocit. 

What a lovely fcene might a perfon of pure 
tafte have made at Studley, with bne tenth 
jiart of the expence, which hath been laid 
out in deforming it. 

Frefli Auulow* fit to fluond from funn; ray ) 
Fair lawna to take the fun in feafo^ due ; 
Sweet fpringis, in which a thou&nd nymphB did pky ) 
Soft, tumbling brooks, that gentle bomber drew ; 
. I£gh reared mounts, ' the bu)di about to Tiew ; 
Ijow-winding dales, diHoigncd from eominoa gaze ; 
Delightfril bowers to folace lovers true. 

Such might have been the fcencs of Studley j 

but fuch is the whimfical channel of human 

VOL. u. N operations, 
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Operations, that we fometimes fee the pendl 
of Reubens employed on a country v/akei 
and ' that of Teniers difgracitfg the nuptial$ 
of an" emperor. .■- . ' 

On the whole, it is hard to fay, whether 
nature his done more to embellifli Studley; 
or art to deform it. Much indeed is below 
critidfm. But even, where the rules of more 
geAuinc tafte have been adopted, they are for 
themoft part unhappily -mifapplied. In the 
ptMht df opaiiifg views, for inftanc^ few of 
the openings here are Ample, and natural; 
The artifice is apparent. The marks of the 
ftiecrs, and hatchet, are confpicuous in them 
all. Whereas half the beauty of a thing 
confifts in the eafinefs of it's introduction. 
Bring in your ftory awkwardly j and it offends. 
It is thus in a view. The eye roving at larg^ 
in queft of objefts, cannot bear prefcription. 
Every thing forced upon it, difguftsj and 
when it is apparent, that the view is contfi^oedi 
the effe^.h.hfi: , 

The valley, Ih which Fountain's abbey 
ftands. Is not of larger dimftnfions, thaii the 
other, we have juift defcribed : but inftead of 
the circular form, it winds (in a more beau- 
tifiJl proportion) ^to ' length. ' It's fides are 

^- -"i • :i ' compofed 
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compofed of woody hills flo^nng down in varied 
declivities ; and uniting with the trees at die 
bottom, which adorn the river. 

At one end of this valley ftand the ruins of 
the abbey, which formerly overfpread a large 
^ace of ground. Belides the grand remains 
of rum, there appeared in various parts, among 
the trees and bufhes, detached fragments, 
which were once th£ appendages of this great 
faouibv One of thefe, which was much ad- 
mired, feemed evidentiy to have been a court 
ofiuftice. 

Such vras the general idea of this beautiful 
valley, and of the ruins which adorned it, 
before they fell into the hands of the preient 
prc^rietor. Long had he wiihed to draw them 
within the drde of his improvements: but 
fome difficulties of law withftood. At loigth 
they were removed; and the time^came (which 
every lover of pifturefque beauty muft lament) 
when the It^al poffeffion of this beautiful fcene 
was yielded to himj and his bufy hands were 
let looie.upon it. 

A few fragments icatter^ anmnd tiie 

body of a ruin, are proper^ and piBurefque. 

They are proper, becaufe they account for 

what is defaced: and th.ey axe pi^rej^ue^ 

M 2 becaufe 
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becaufe they unite the principal pile with the 
ground } on which union the heauty of coni- 
pofition, in a good meafure, depends*. But 
here they were thought rough and unfightly j 
and fell a iacrifice to neatnefs. Even the 
court of juitice was not fpared; the a 
fragment, probably as beautiful, as it was 
curious. 

In the room of thefe detached pdrts, 
which were the proper and pifhirefque em- 
betlifhments of the fcene, a gaudy temipk is 
ere£tcd, and other trumpery wholly for»gn 
to it. 

But not only the fcenery is defaced, and the 
outworks of the ruin violently torn away j the 
rafdh body of the ruin itfelf, is, at tins very 
time, under the alarming hand of decoraticm. 

The remains of this pile are very magnifi- 
cent. Almoft the intire Ikeleton of the abbcy- 
church is left^ which is a.beautiiul piece of 
Gothic architecture. The tower feems wholly 
to have efcaped the. injufies of time. It's 
mouldering lines only are foftened. Near tlie 
church ftand a double row of cloyfters; which 



* See tlie lame idn in mountaios, p. 50, toL it. and ii 
fng, p, 14$, aod aftcnmds in cattle, SiSt. XXXI. 
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are fingularly curious from the pointed arches, 
which do the office of columns, in iupporting 
the roof. At the end of thefe cloyfters ftand 
the abbot's apartments} which open into a 
court,- called the Monk's garden. On one 
fide of this court is the hall, a noble room ; 
which communicates, in the fpirit of hofpit 
tality, with the kitchen. There are belides a 
few other detached parts. 

When the prefent proprietor made his pur-i 
chafe, he found this whole mafs of ruin, the 
cloyftws, the abbey church, and the hall, 
choaked with rubbifti. His firft work there- 
fore was to clear and open. And fometbing 
in this way, might have been done with 
propriety. For we fee ruins fometimes fo 
choaked, that, no laew of them can be ob- 
buned. 

To this bufmefs fucceeded the great work 
of reftoring, and ornamenting. This required 
a very delicate touch. Among the ruins were 
found fcraps of Gothic windows ; finall, mar- 
ble columns ; tiles of different colours j and a 
variety of other ornamental fragments. Thele 
the proprietor has picked fi-om the rubbifh 
with great care • and vnth infinite Induftry is 
iu>w reftoring to th^ old fituatiqn* But in 
^ N 3 vain j 
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vain } for the friability of the edges of every 
fi-afturc, makes any reftoration of paits an 
awkward patchwork. 

Indeed the very idea of giving a finifhed 
fplendor to a ruin, is abfurd. How unnatural, 
in a place, evidently forlorn and deferted by 
man, are the recent marks of human indufljy ! 
- — Befides, every fendment, which the fcene 
fuggcfts, is deftroyed. Inftead of that Iboth- 
ing melancholy, on which the mind feeds 
in contemplating the ruins of time; a fort of 
jargon is excited by thefe heterc^nequs mix- 
tures ^ as if, when feme grand chorus had 
takai poffeflion of the foul — when the founds 
in all th«r fublimity, were yet vibratmg on 

, the ear — a light jig Ihould ftrike up. 
- Butthp reftoration of parts is. not enough ; 
ornaments muft be added: and fuch incon- 
gruous omam^ts, as cUfgraced the^rw^, are 
4i%i^cing alfo the ruin. The monk's garden 
is turned into a trim parterre, and planted, with 

. flowering fhrubs: a view is opened, .through 
^c great window, to fome .ridiculous figure 
(I know. not what; Ann Bolein, I think; they 
called it)r that is placed in the valley ; and- in 

: the central part of the abbey-church, a. circular 
pec^^ i$ r^pl out of the -fragments of .the 

oM 
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ioW pavement ; on which is erected - 
lated heathen ftatue ! !! 



It is a difficult matter, at the fight of fuch 
monftrous abfurdities, to keep refentment 
within decent bounds. I hope I have not 
exceeded. A legal right the proprietor un- 
q!iidH(Hiably has to deform his ruin, as; he 
pleafes. But tho he fear no indictment in 
-the king's bench, he muft^ .e^cpeft a very 
fcverc profccution in the. court of tafte. , .Xhe 
refined code of this court does, not .con- 
fider an elegant ruin as a man's property ^ 
on which he may exercife at will the 
irregular fallies of a wanton imagination : 
but as a. depofit, of which, he is .only -the 
guardian, for the amufement and admiration 
of poftcrity . -— A ruin is a &cred thing. , , RoQt- 
ed for ages in the foil ; aflimilated to it ; and 
become, as it were, a part of it; we confider 
it as a work of nature, rather than of art. 
Art cannot reach it. A Gothic window, a 
fretted arch, fome trivial peculiarity may have 
been aimed at with fiiccefs: but the magnifi- 
cence pi ruin was never attained by any modern 
^ttempt, 

N4 What 
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What reverence then is due to thefe iacred 
relics; which the rough hand of temerity, 
and caprice dare mangle without remorfe ? The 
leaft error is irretrievable. Let us paufe a 
moment. — : — A Goth may deform : but it ex- 
cels the power of art to amend. 



The fcenes of Studley, which I have here 
defcribed, are confined to the two contiguous 
vallies. The improvements of the place ex- 
tend conliderably farther : but we had ndther 
time, nor inclination, to examine more. We 
had leen enough. 



About the clofe of the laft century, a piece 
of human antiquity exifted in the neighbour- 
hood of this abbey, ftill more curious, than 
the abbey itfelf — that venerable inflance of 
longevity, Henry Jenkins. Among all the 
events, which, in the courie of a hundred and 
fixty-nine years, had fattened upon the memory 
of this Angular man, he fpoke of nothing with 
fo much emotion, as the ancient ftate of Foun- 
tain's abbey. If he were ever quettioned oA 
that fiibje^, he would be fure to inform you, 
" What 
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" What a brave place it had once been ;" and 
would fpeak with much feeling of the clamour, 
which it's difToIution occalioned in the coun- 
try*. " About a hundred and thirty years 
ago, he would fey, when I was butler to lord 
Conyers, and old Marmaduke Bradley, now 
dead and gone, was lord abbot, I was often 
fent by my lord to inquire after the lord- 
abbot's health ; and the lord abbot would 
always fend for me up into his chamber, and 
would order me roaft-becf -f- ; and waffel - 
which I remember well, was always brought 
in a black-jack." — — From this account we fee 
what it was that rivetted Fountain's abbey fo 
diftinSly in the old man's memory. The 
black-jack, I doubt not, was a ftronger idea, 
thao the fplendor of the houfe, or the t^E*^^ 
oi the lord-abbot. ^^ 



* The fuhfioHci of thefe particulars the author had from a 
MS. (hewn him by fir Bellingham Graham, 

f The MS. (xji, a quarter of a yard of roaft-bccf. I have 
beard that the monafteriei ufed to mcafure out their beef; 
but in what way I never ucderfiood. 
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SECT. XXVI. 

ipROM Studicy we vifited the fcencs of 
■-*- Hack^. Thefe own> the lame pro- 
prietor ; and are adorned with equal tafte. 



' It is a ciircumftance of great advantage, 
to be carried to this grand exhibition (as 
you always fhould be) through the clofe lanes 
of the Rippori road. You have not the leaft 
intimation of a defign upon you ; nor any 
fuggeftion," that you are on high grounds ( 
till the folding-doors of the building at Mow- 
bray-point being thrown open, you are ftruck 
with one of the grandeft, and moft beautiful 
burfts of country,- that the ' imagination can 
form. 

• Your eye is' firft carried many fathoms pre- - 
- cipitately down a bold, -woody- fteep, to the 
i. river- Ewer, which fonns^ a large iemi-cireular 

curve 
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curve below ; winding to the very foot of 
the precipice, on which you ftand. The 
trees of the precipice over-hang the central 
part of the curve; 

In other parts too the river is intercepted 
by woods ; but enough of it is difcovcred to 
leave the eye at no uncertainty ih tracing it's 
courfe. At the two oppolite points of the 
curve, two promontories flioot into the river, 
in oontraft with each other : that on the right 
is woody, faced with rock, and crowned with 
a caftle : that, on the left, rifes foiooth fi-om 
the water, and is fcattered over with a few 
clumps. TIk peninfiilar part, and the grounds 
alfo at fome diftance beyond the iflhmus, con* 
fift of one intire woody tra£t ; which ad- 
vancing boldly to the foot of the precipice, 
unites itfelf with it. 

This woody fcenery on the banHs of the 
river may be called the firft diftance. Beyond 
this lies a rich, extcnfivc country •— broken 
into large parts >— decorated with all the ob- 
je£^s, and diverfifiec} with all the tints of 
diftant landfcape — retiring from the eye, fcene 
■ after fcene — till at length every vivid hue 
feding gradually zwsy, and all diftin£Hon of 
parts bong loft, tlie country imperceptibly 

melts 
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melts into the horizon ; except where the 
blue hilb of Hambledon clofe the view. 

Through the whole extait of this grand 
fcene — this delightful gradation of light and 
colours — nature has wrought with her broadeft, 
and freeft pencil. The parts are ample : the 
compofition perfeftly cprfcft. She hath ad- 
mitted nothing diiguftiftg, pr, even trivial. I 
fcarce remmibcr any .where . an extenUve view 
ib full i of beauties, and> at the fame time, fo 
free from faults. Nothing di%ufts. The 
foreground is as pleafing as the backgroimd ; 
which it never can be, when plots of cul- 
tivation approach the eye: and it is rare to 
iind fo large an extent of near-ground, cover- 
ed by wood, or other furface, whofe parts 
arc alike grand, and beautiful. 

■ The vale^ of which this view is compofed, 
Jiath not yet intirely loft it's ancient name — 
the vale of Mmobray; fo called, from Mow- 
bray-caftle now no longer traced even in it's 
ruins } but once fuppofed to be the capital 
manfion of thele wide domains. , This vale 
extends from York almoft to tiie con6nes of 
-Durham; is adorned by the Swale, and tiie 
Ewer, both confiderable rivers ; and is cer- 
tainly 
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tainly one of the nobleft tra£b of country - 
of the kind in England. 



Hack^l is as much a contraft to Studley, 
as the idea of magnijicence \s to that oi foHtude... 
It requires of courfe a different mode of or- 
nament. A banqueting hooie, inricHed i«ith. 
every elegance of architefture, in the form 
perhaps of a Grecian temple, might be a 
proper decoration at Mowbray-point j which 
at Studley would be fuperfluous, and . abfurd. 
The ruins of a caftle too, if they-«»/</ be ex- 
. ecuted with veri-fimilitude and grandeur, might 
adorn the rocky promontory on the right with 
propriety. The prefent ruin is a paltry thing. 
Any other ornamental building, belides thele 
two, I fhould Aippofe unneceflary. Thefe 
might fufficiently adorn every part of l3ie 
fcenery, both in the higher, and in the lower 
grounds. If the expence, which is generally 
laid out, in our great gardens, on a variety 
of little buildings, was confined to ,one or . 
two capital oSjeffs, the general, effect would 
be better. A profufion of buildings, is one 
of the extravagances of felfe tafte. One ob- 
jp£t is a proper ornament in eveiy icene : more 
, than 
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than one, at leaft on the foregrounds, diftra£t 
it. Particular drcuniftances indeed may tuid 
a propriety to a greater number of objefls: 
as at Kew ; where a Q>ecimen is given of dif' 
ferent lunds of religious ftruftures : or at Chif^ 
wick ; where it is intended to exhibit an idea 
of various modes of architefture. But it is 
unity of defign, not of piUureJque compofition^ 
which pleafes in thefe f<^nes. As far as 
this is concerned, one handfome objeft is 
enough. 



Having ex^nined the whole of this very 
extraordinary burft of landfcape from Mow- 
bray^poiht, we defcended to the bottom, 
where a, great variety of grand, and pleafing 
views are, exhibited j particularly a ^ew of 
Mowbray-point from Limus-hill j and another 
irf .the piromontory with the caftle upon it, 
from the tent : and it muft be acknowledged, 
that many of thefe views are opened in a very 
natural, and niafterly manner. If any art 
hath been ufed, it hath been ufed with dif- 
cretion. 

At the lame time, amidft all this profuiion 
of great obje£fcs, and all ibis grandeur of de- 
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^gn (for nature has here not only brought 
her materials together, but has compofed th^i 
likewife) the eye is every where c^led alidc 
from the contemplation of them by finne trivial 
objc6t — an awkward cafcade —a fountun — 
a view through a hole cut in a. wood — or fbme 
other ridiculous fpecimen of abfurd tafte. 
, It is a great happinefs however, tha.t die 
improver of thefe fcenes had lefs in his power 
at Hackfall, than he had, at Studley. The 
vallies there, and home-views were all with- 
in the reach of his fpade, and axe. Here 
he could only contemplate at a diftance what 
glorious fcenes he might have dij^layed, if 
his arm could have extended to the horizcxu 
Some of the nearer grounds of thisi grand ex- 
hibition, {I believe all beyond the Ewer,) 
are the property of another perfon. So that 
the whole peninlular part, and the. grounds 
.immediately beyond it, continue facred, ' and 
untouched: and thele are the fcenes, whtdi 
form the grand part of the view from Mow- 
bray-point. In fiirveying thefe, the eye over- 
looks the pueriiities of improvement at the 
bottom of the precipice. 



The 
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The banks of rivers are {o various, that I 
knavt not any two river r^^ews of any celebrity, 
which at all refemble each other in the ^ail » 
tho in the general cajty and outlines of the 
fcene^ they may agree. Thus at Studley, and 
at* Corby, the materials of the fcenery are, in 
both places, the fame. Each hath it's woody 
banks — it's river — and the, ruins of an abbey. 
In each alio ttw beauties of the fcene are in a 
great meafure ihut up in a valley nidiin itf^; 
and the idea of icJitude is imprei^ on both. 
I^otwithftanding this fimilarity, two icenes can 
hardly be more diffisrent. At Corby, the 
woody bank is grander than that at Studley, 
bordering rather on the fublime. At Studley, 
the form and contraft pf the vallies, and tho 
great variety of die .ground, is more pleaiing. 
In the former fcene the river is fiiperior : in the 
latter, the ruins. In one, you wander about 
the mazes of a circular woody bank : in the 
otha:, the principal part of the walk is con- 
tinued along the margin of the river; the 



' See p^!' lot^ ■ •• 
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woody bank, which is too fteep to admit i 
path, ferving only as a fkreen. 

There is the fame union and diiference be- 
tween the fcenes of Persfield*, and HacldalK 
Both are great and commanding fituations. 
The river, in both, forms a fweeping curve. 
Both are adorned vnth rocks, and woods: and 
fiiblimity is the reigning idea of each. Not- 
withftanding all thefe points of union, they 
are wholly unlike. Persfield, tho the coun- 
try is open before it, depends little on itV 
beauties. Ifs own wild, winding banks, 
fupply an endlefs variety of rocky fcencry ; 
which is fufficient to engage the attention. 
The banks of Hackfall* are left majgnificent ; 
tho it's river is more pifturefque, and ifs 
woods more beautiful. But it's views into the 
country arc it's pride j and beyond any com- 
parifon, grander and more inchanting, than 
thofe at Persfield. 



From Hackfall we returned to our hofpt- 
table quarters at Norton Gmyers, which is 



* See ob&rvatioDB xm the W^e^ page 39; 
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fituated in a pleafant park-fcenc} but too flat 
to admit much variety. 

In the time of the civil wArs, the owner of 
this manfton was Sir Richard Graham; of 
whom we heard an anecdote in the faadlyi 
which is worth relating; as it is not only 
curious in itfelf, but throws a very ftrong, 
and yet natural fliade, on die diarafter of 
Cfoniwell. 

- When the aflairs oi Charles t. were in 
tfaar wane in all the ibuthem coimtles; the 
marquiis of Newcaftle's prudence gave them " 
feme credit in the north. His refidcnce was 
at York, where he engaged two of the gen- 
tlemen of the coimtry to aft under him as 
lieuten^itst Sir Richard Graham was one ; 
whofe commiflion under the marquifs is ftill 
in the hands of the family. As Sir Riclulrd 
was both an a£tive man, and much attached 
to the royal caufe j he entered into it with 
• i tiiat vigour; which ability, infpired by in- 
clination, could exert ; and did the king more 
eflefhial fervice, than perhaps any private 
gentleman in thofe parts. 

On that fatal day, when the precipitancy 

of prince Rupert, in oppofition to the &ge 

o 2 advice 
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ftdvice of the marquifs, led the king's forces 
out of York againfl: '.Cromwell, who waited 
for them on Marfden-moor, Sir Richard Gra- 
liam.hiid a prindpal cinrtmaiui} and no man 
did more than he, to end an aflion with fiic- 
cefs,, \yhich bad been undertaken with tem&> 
rity; 

When the day wais irretrievably Idlj and 
nothing rem^uned, but feir every man to feek 
the beft means of fecurity that offered. Sir 
Richard fled, with twenty-fix bliee<Ung wounds 
upon him, to his own houfe at Norton Con-, 
yers,^ about fifteen miles from the field. Here 
he arrived in the evening: and bdng ^ent 
with lofs of blood, and fetigue, he was car- 
ried into his chamber ; where taking a laft 
farewell of his difconfolate lady, he expired. 

Cromwell, who had ever expreHed a pecu- 
fiti' invetei^y ag^ft this gentleman, and 
thought a vi6tory only.h»lf obtdned, if he 
efeajKd -, purfued his. flight in perfon, with 
a ti'oc^ of horfe. 

When he arrived; at Norton, his gallant 
enemy was dead ; having fcarce lived an hour, 
s^ter he' was carried into his chamber : and 
Cromwell found his wretcbbd lady weeping 
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over the mangled corpfe of her hufband, yet 
fcarce cold. 

Such a fight, one fhould havq imagined, 
might have given him — not indeed an emo- 
tion of pity — but at leaft a fatiety of revenge. 
The inhuman mifcreant ftill felt the vengeance 
of his foul un&tisiied ; and turning round 
to Ws troopers, who had ftalked after him 
into the facred recelTes of forrow, he gave 
the fign of havoc; and in a few moments 
the whole houfe was torn to pieces : not even 
the bed was ^ared, on which the mangled 
body was extended: and every thing was 
defti'oyed, which the hands of rapine could 
, not carry off. 

In this country we met with another cu- 
rious memorial of the battle of Marfden-moor. 
A carpenter, about two years ago, bought 
fome trees, which had grown there. But 
when the timber was brought to the &w-pit, 
it was found very refraftory. On examining 
it with more attention, it appeared, that great 
numbers of leaden bullets were in the hearts 
pf feveral of the trees j which thus recorded 
the very ipot, where the heat of the battle 
bad raged. 

03 SECT, 
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SECT. XXVII. 



'C'ROM Norton we propofed to take our 
rout, through Yorkftiire into Derby- 
ihire and fo through the other midland 
counties into the fouth of England. 



The town of Rippon makes a better ap- 
pearance, as you approach it, than the gene- 
rality of country towns. The church is a 
large building ; and gives a coniequence to 
the place. 



- From Rippon the road is not unpleafant } 
palling generally through a woody country, 
till we entered Kttarc£borough-foreft, where 
all wood ceafed. Like other royal chafes, it 
hath now loft aU it's iylvan honours, and is 
a. wild, bleak, unornamented traft of country, 
04 Near 
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Near the clofe of the foreft, Ues Harrogate, 
in the dip of a hill; a cheerlefs, unplea^t 
village. Nor does the country make any 
change for the better j till we crofs the ri- 
ver Wharf. 



From hence, leaving the ruins of Hare- 
wood-caiUe on the left, and Harewood-houfe 
on the right, we afccnded, by degrees, a traft 
of high ground, and had an extenfive view 
which was illumined, when we' faw it, by 
thofe gleaming, curfory lights, which jire fo 
beautifal in diftant landicape ; and fo common; 
when the incident of a bright fun, a windy 
iky, and floating clouds coincide. It is amu- 
fing, under thefe circumftances, to purfoe 
the flitting gleams, as they fpread, decay, and 
vanifh — then rife in fome other part ; varied 
by die different furiaces, over which they 
ipread. 

We have this appearance beautifully de- 
tailed in an old Erfe poem, the title of which 
is Dargo. The bard poetically, and pi£tu- 
' refquely- 
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refijuely compares the ftiort traniilions of joy 
in the mind, to thcfe ti*aiiiitory gleams of 
Ught. 

" The tales of the years that are paft, are 
beams of light to the foul of the bard. They 
are like the fun-beams, that travel over the 
heaths of Morven. Joy is in their coiirfe, 
the darknefs dwells around. Joy is in their 
courle ; but it is Jbon paA : the ihades of 
darknefs purliie them : they overtake them 
on the mount£uns } and the footfteps of tho 
chearful beam are no Ibngo' difcovered. •— Thiis 
the tale of Dargo travels over my foul like 
a beam of light, tho the gathering of the 
clouds is behind.^' 



We fliouU have been glad to have . ex-^ 
amined Harewood-houle, as it is a fimiptuous 
pile i but it is fhewn ohly on particular days j 
and we happened to be there on a wrong one. 



We r^retted alfo another misfbrtmie , gf 
the lame kind, for which we iiad only our- 
&lves to blame j and that was the omiilion 
of Kirkftall-abbey. In ^the precipitancy of 



,y Google 



.( 202 ) 

an early mormng, and through an unaccount- 
able error in geography, we palled it j and 
did not recoileft the miftake, till we were 
half a day's journey beyond it. 



Around Leeds the foil wears an unplea£int 
hue ; owing ia part to the dirtincis of die 
furface j within a few yards of which, coal 
is every where found. — The country however 
changes greatly for the better, before we ar- 
rive at Wakefield, which lies in the midft 
of beautiful fcenery. The river Calder inakes 
a fine appearance, as we leave the towns 
and it's banks are adorned by a Gothic 'cha- 
pel, now in ruins, dedicated by Edward IV., 
to the memory of the duke of York, his fa- 
ther, and the other chirfs of his party, who 
fell at the battle of Wakefield. It is built 
in the elegant proportion of ten by fix j plam 
on the fides j but richly adorned cm the front j 
and finifiied with a fmall oftagon turret at 
the eaft end. — This little edifice ferves both 
to albert^in the hiftory of architeftiuc, which 
appears to have been near it's meridian j and 
to illuftrate an important part of the Englifli 
ftory. It's whimfical fituation ; by ■ the fide 

of 
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of a bridge, was intenddl probably to mark 
the fpot, where fome principal part of the 
aflion happened : tho at the entrance of great 
towns it was not unufual, in poplHi times, 
to place chapels on bridges j that travellers 
might immettiatdy have the benefit of a mais. 
There was, for this purpofe, a chapel formerly 
in one of the piers of I^ndon^bridge. 



Not for fix>m Wakefield -we rode paft a 
piece of water, which takes the humble name 
of a mill-pond } but is in fa£t . a beautiful 
little lake, bang near two miles in circum- 
ference, and containing fome pleafing fcenery, 
along it's little wopdy fhores, and promon-' 
tones. 



- Frrnn Bank-top we had a good delcending 
view of Wentworth-caftle — of the grounds, 
which inviron it — and the country, which 
furrounds it. The whole together is grand. 
The eminoice, on which we ftood, is adorned 
with a great profufion of fomething, in the 
way of an artificial ruin. It is poflible it 
may have an effe^ from ^ caille below ; 

but 
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but on the' jpot, it is certainly ho oraa- 
ment. We found fomc difficulty in' pafling 
through lord StraiFord's park ; and proceeded 
therefore to Wentworth-houfe ; which is a 
fupert) ; and is efteemed, an elegant pile : bat 
there fecms to be a great want of limplicity 
about it. The front appears broken into tod 
many parts j arid the infide, ihcactU)ered. A 
Ample plan has certainly more dignity. Such, 
for inftance, is lord Tilney's houfe at Wan- 
ftead, where the whole is intelligible *i:?^^/. 
The hall at lord Rockingham's is a cube of 
iixty feet. The gallery is what they call a 
jhelf. For niyfelf, I few nothing ofFenlive 
in it, tho it is undoubtedly a more mafterly 
'contrivance to raife a gallery tt^on a wall, 
than to affix one to it. The long gallery ^ a 
noble apartment J and the interception of a 
breaklaft room from it by pillars, and an ocn. 
caflonal curtain, gives a pleafdnt combiriedt 
idea of retirement, aild company. The Ijy 
brary alio is grand. 

There are few good piftures at .Wcntworth, 
The original of lord Sti^affi)rd, and his fccretary, 
is f^d to be ha^. It's pretenfions are .dif. 
puted i tho I think it has merit cnoi^h to 
maintain thoa any wheit. ^ There is another. 

good 
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good portrait by Vandyke of the fame noble* 
man. He refts his hand upon a dog; and 
his head in this picture is perhaps fuperior 
to that of the other. — Here is alfo, by Van- 
dyke, a fon of the fame earl, with his two 
lifters. The management of the whole dif- 
pleafes ; but the boy is delightfully painted. 
Wentworth-houfe ftands low. It's front 
commands an extenftve plain, and a flat dis- 
tant country; which are feen betwixt a ri- 
fmg wood on the left } and a variety of croff- 
ing lawns on the right. On the whole, we 
were not much plealed with any thing we iaw 
here. 
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SECT. XXVIII. 

't'ft.OM Wentworth-houfe the fame plca- 

•^ fant face of country continues to Sheffield* 
feut it foon b^ins to change, as we approach 
Derbyfhire. The rifing grounds become in- 
ienfibly more wild: rocks ftart every where 
from the foil i and a new countiy comes on 
apace. For we now approached that great 
central traft: of high lands; which arifing 
in thefe parts, form themfelves into moun- 
tains } and fpreadin^ here and there, run on 
without interruption, as fer as Scotland*. 
Before we reach Middleton, the whole fece 
of the land has fuffered change; and we iee 
nothing around us, but wildnefe and defola- 
tion. 



* See page 3, vol; i. 
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About two miles {hort of Middleton we are 
cheared again by a beaotiful valley; which 
participates indeed of the wildnefs of the court- 
try ; but is both finely wooded, and watered. 
In a recefs of this valley ftands Middleton, a 
very romantic village j beyond which the valley 
ftill continues two miles farther. 

It is this continuation of it, which is known 
by the name of Middleton-dale j and is 
efteemed one of the moft romantic fcenes of 
the country, It is a narrow, winding chafm ; 
hardly broader than to give ^ace for a road. 
On the right, it is rocky; on the left, the 
hills wear a fmoother form. The rocks are 
grey, tinged in many parts with plots of ver- 
dure infmuating themfelves, and running amon^ 
them. Some of thefe rocks affume a peculiar 
form, rearing themfelves like the round towers, 
and buttreffes of a ruined caftie; and their 
upper ftrata running in parallel direftions, take 
the form of cornices. The turriti fcopult of 
Virgil cannot be illuftrated better. I (hould 
hot however affiim, they are the more pic- 
turefque . on this account. Nature's ufual 
forms, when beautiful in their kind, are gene^ 
rally the moft beautiful. 

When 
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When we leave Middleton-dale the waftes 
©f Derbyfhire open before usj and wear ^e 
fame fa.(x as thofe we had left behind, on the 
borders of Yorkfhire. They are tra£ts of 
coarfe, moorlfh pafturagc, forming vaft con- 
vex iweeps, without khy intcrfeftion of line, 
or variation of ground ; divided into portions 
by ftone walls, without a cottage to diverfify 
the Icene, or a tree to enliven it. Middleton^ 
dale is the pafs, which unites thefe two dreary 
fteneSi 



Having travelled feveral nules in this high 
country, in our way to Caftleton, we came 
at length to the edge of a precipice; down 
which ran a long, ftecp defcent. From the 
brow, an extenlive vale lay before us. It's 
name is Hope-dale. It is a wid^ open {bene 
of cultivation j the fides of which, tho moun- 
tainous, are tilled to the top. The village 
of Hope ftands at one end of it, and Caftleton 
at the other. In a direction towards the nuddle 
of this vale we defcended. The obje£t of our 
purfuit, was that celebrated chafin, near Caftle- 
ton, called the Devits-cave. . 

VOL. II. p A defcent 
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A defcent of two miles brought us to it. ^— 
A combination of more horrid ideas is rarely 
found, than this place affords. It exceeded our 
liveUeft imagination. 

A rocky mountain riles to a great hdght : 
in moft parts perpendicular ; in fome, beetling 
over it's bafe. As it afcends, it divides j 
forming at the top, two rocky fummits.'— 
On one of thefe fummits {lands an 6ld caftle ; 
the battlements of which appear to grow dut 
of the rock. It's fituation, on the edge of a 
precipice, is tremendous. Looking up from 
the bottom, you may trace a narrow path, 
formed merely by the adventrous foot of cu-j 
riofity,-^ winding here and there rouhd the walls 
of ^e caftk ; which, as hr as appeal^ is the 
Only road to it. — The other rock referves it's 
terrors for the bottom. There it opens into 
that tremendous chafin, called the Devil's-cave. 
Few places have more die air of the poetical 
regions of Tartarus. 

The combination of a caftle, and a cav^ 
which we have here in reality, Virgil feigns — • 
with a view perhaps of giving an additional 
terror to each. 
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' .M^— I f .. .. JEaeM arceir quitus a&iu ApoUo 
Pnefidct, horrendxque procul fecreta SibjUK, 
Antrum tmmBDe, petit i- 

The poet does not give the detail of his antrum 
immane : if he had, he could not have con- 
ceived more interefting circumftances, than are. 
here brought together. 

A towering rock hangs over you j under 
which you enter an arched cavern, twelve yards 
high, forty wide, and near a hundred long. 
So vaft a canopy of unfillared rock llretching 
over your head, gives you an involuntary ftiud^ 
der. A ftrong light at the mouth of the cave, 
diQ)lays all the horrors of the entrance in AiU 
proportion. But this light decaying, as you 
proceed, the imagination is left to explore it's 
deeper caverns by torch-light, which gives 
them additional terror. At the end of the firft 
cavern runs a river, about forty feet wide, 
over which you are ferried into a fecond, of 
dimeniibns vafter than the firft. It is known 
by the name of the Cathedral. The height of 
it is , horribly difcovered by a few Ipiracles at 
the top J through which you fee the light of 
the day, without being able, at fuch a diftance, 
to enjoy the leaft benefit from it. It may 
be 'c^ed a kind of ftar-light. Beyond this' 
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cavern flo#s another branch of the feme river 
which becomes the boundary of other caverns 
itiU more remote. But this was farther than 
we choft to proceed. I never found any pic-» 
turefque beauty in the interior regions of the 
tfarth J and the idea growing too infernal, we 
were glad to return 

- - " coeii meliomad auiMi 

The inhabitants of thefe fcenes arc as lavage 
dS the fcenes themfelves. We were reminded 
by a difagreeable conti*aft of the pleafing fim- 
plicity and civility of manners, which we found 
among the lakes and mountains of CumberUnd. 
Here i wild, uninfdrmed ftare, through matted, 
difhevelled locks, marks every feature; ihd 
the traveller is followed, like a fpeftacle, by a 
croud, of gazers. Many of thefe miferable 
people live under the tremesidous foof we havd 
juft defcribed • where a raaHufaftufe of rope- 
yarn is carried on. One poor iVretch has 
erected a hut within it's verge, where ftie has 
lived thefe forty years. A httle ftraW fuffices 
for a roof, which has only to refift the drop- 
pings of unwholefome vapour from the tog 
of the cavern. 

The 
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The exit from Hope-dale, in our road to 
Buxton, is hot inferior to the fcene >ve had left. 
We alcend a flraining flreep, ornamented on 
each fide, with bold projefting rocks, moft of 
which are pifhirefque ; tho fome of them are 
rath?r fant^i^ic. 



As we leave (his pafs, on our right appears 
^am~tory fum^med the S&ivering mountain. A 
part of it's fide has the appearance of a cafcade } 
down yvhich it continually difcharg^ the flaky 
fiibftance, of which it is compoied. 



On th^ confine of this mountiun, and but 
a little below the {Urface, Is found that curious, 
variegated mineral, which is formed into Imall 
onriamental obelilks, urns and vafes. It is 
fuppoled to be a petrliaftion ; and is known in 
London by the name of the Derbyjbire drop. 
But on the fpot i^ is called Blue John^ from 
the blue veins, \vhich over^read lixe fineft 
parts of it, Where it wears a yellovfifii hu^ 
the vdn is coarfcft ; in mMiy parts it is beau- 
p 3 tifiiUy 
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tifully honeycombed, and tranfparent. The 
proprietors of the marble works at Afhford 
formed thie quarry of this curious mirierai, laft 
year; at ninety-five pounds ; and it is thought 
have nearly exhaufted it. 



From Hope-dale to Buxton,- the country is 
dreary, and uncomfortable. The eye ranges 
over bleak waftes, fuch as we had feen before, 
divided every where by ftorie walls. The paf- 
turage in many parts {eems good, as the 'fields 
were flocked with cattle j but hardly a tree, oi" 
a houfe appears through the whole diftrift. 



In a bottom, in this uncomfortable country, 
lies Buxton, furrounded with dreary, baiTen 
hills ; and fteaming, on every fide, with ofFen- 
five lime-Idlns. Nothing, but abfolute want 
of health, could make a man endure a icene 
fo wholly di%ufting. 

Near Buxton we vifited another horrid cave, 
"called Pool's bole ;■ hut it wants thofe magni- 
ficent accompaniments of external fcehcry, 
which we found at the Devirs-cave. 

■^ V The 
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The fame dreary face of country continues 
from Buxton to Alhford. Here we fall into a 
beautiful vale fringed with wood, and watered 
by a brilliant ftream, which recalled to our 
mememory the pleafing fcenes of this kind we 
had met with among the mountain? of Cum- 
berland. 

At Afliford is carried on a manu:fe£tory 
of marble dug on the l^t j fbme of which, 
curiouily incrufted with fhells/is very beau- 
tiful, 



. The vale of Afhford continues with little 
interraption to Bakewell, where it enters 
another fweet vale — . the vale of Haddon ; Co 
called from Haddonrhall, a niE^ificent old 
manfion, which ftands in the middle of it, on 
a rocky knoU, incompafled with wood. 

This princely ftrufture, fcarce yet in a ftate 

of ruin, xs able, it is feid, to trace it's ori^n 

into times before the conqueft. It thtti wore 

a military form. In after ages, it became 

p 4 \ poffcffed 
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poflefled by different noble ^milies ; and about 
the beginning of this century was inhabited'by 
the dukes of Rutland. Since that time, it 
has been neglefted. Many fragments of it's 
ancient grandeur remain — iculptured chim- 
nies; fretted cornices j patches of coftly ta- 
peflryj 

Anraufque tnbo, Teteram deeort tlu pucDtim. 

Not ^ from hence lies Chatfworth, in a 
lituation naturally bleak; but rendered not 
unpleafant by the accompaniments of well? 
grown wood. 

Chatfworth was the glory of the lafl age, 
when trim parterres, and formal water-works 
were in fefhion. It /^ acquired a celebrity, 
which it has never lofl; ; tho it ha$ now many 
rivals. A good approadi has been made to 
it ; but in other ixfpe^is, when we Havt it, it's 
inviroiis had not kq)t pace with the improve 
ments of the times. Many of the old formar 
iities remained. But a dozen years, no doubt, 
have introduced mut^h improvement. 

The houfe itfelf would have been no way 
ftrildng; except in the wilds of Derbyfture. 
The chapel is magnificent. It is adorned, on 

the 
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the whole of one fide, by a painting in frefco, r&- 
prefenting Chrift employed in works of charity. 
There are few pi6hires in the houfe. A 
portrait of the late duke of Cumberland by 
Reynolds was the belt. But there is much 
exquilite carving by the hand of Gibbons. We 
admired chiefly the dead fowl of various kinds, 
with which the chimney of one of the ftate 
rooms is adorned. It is aftonifhing to {cc the 
downy foftnefs of feathers given to wood. The 
particulars however alone are admirable: Gib- 
bons v^ras no adept at cQmpofltion. 



From Chatfworth, through Darley-dale, a 
Cveet, extenlive fcene, wc approached Matlock. 

Th? rocky fcenery about the bridge is the firft 
grarid fpecimen of what we were to expeS:. 

As we advanced towards the boat-houfe, the 
views became more interefting. 

Soon after the great Torr appeared, which is 
a moft magnificait rock, decorated with wood, 
and ftained with various hues, yellow, green» 
and grey. — On the oppofite fid^ the rocks, 
contrafting the road, flope diagonally, 

Thefe ftnuts open into the vale of Matlock j 
a romantic, and moft delightful fcene, in which 

the 
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the ideas of fubUmity and beauty are blended 
in a high degree. It extends about two miles 
in length ; and in the wideft parts is half a 
mile broad. The area coniifts of much irre- 
gidar ground. The right hand bank has little 
confequence, except that of Shaping the vale. 
It is the left hand bank which ennobles the 
fixne. This very magnificent rampart, lifing 
in a femi-drcular form, is divided into four 
ample iaces of rock, with an iiitemiption of 
wood between each. The firft, which you 
approach, is the higheil; -, but of leaft extent ; 
the next fpreads more j and the third moft of 
all. A larger interruption Succeeds j and the 
lall, in compariibn of the others, feems but a 
gentle effort. The whole rampart is beautifully 
Ihaded with wood; which in Ibme places, 
grows among the cliffs, gamilhing the rocks •— 
in others, it grows wildly among thoie breaks, 
and interruptions, which leparate their feveral 
^ices. The fummk of the whole foiu-drcular 
range is finely adorned with £:attered treesj 
which often break the hard . lines of the rodi. ; 
and by admitting the light, give an airinefs to 
the whole. 
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The river Dcrwent, which winds under this 
femi-cuxular fcreen, is a broken, rapid ftream. 
{n Jbme places, only, it is vifiUe : in others, 
delving among rocks, and woody projections, 
it is an object only to the ear. 



It is impoflible to view fuch fcenes as thefe, 
without feeling the imagination take fire. 
Little fairy fcenes, where the parts, tho trifling, 
are happily difpofed -, fuch, for inftance, as the 
cafcade-lcene * in the gardens at the Leafowes, 
pleafe the fency. But this is fcenery of a dif- 
ferent kind. Every' objeft here, is fublimc, 
and wonderful. Not only the eye is pleafcd ; 
but the imagination is filled. We are carried 
at once into the fields of fi£tion, and romance. 
Enthufiaftic ideas take pofTeHion of us ; and 
we fuppofe ourfelvcs among the inhabitants of 
fabled times. — The tranlition indeed is eafy 
and natural, from romantic fcenes to romantic 
inhabitants. 



- Sylvii fcena eorufcis 



Defuper, hoircDtique atnun nemua imminet umbra; 
Kjmpbanm domiu —-^^-^ 



• See page jyi ToLi.' 

The 



1.1 Google 



( 230 ) 



The woods here are fubjeft to one great 
inconvenience — that of periodical lopping: 
About feven years ago, I had the iQortification 
to fee almoft the whole of this fcenery difplaying 
one continued bald face of rock. It is now, • 
I fhoul(l fuppofe, in perfeftion. More wood 
would cover, and lefs would difinantlc It -f. ■ 



The exit of this bold romantic fccne, (which 
from the fouth is the entrance into it,) like the 
exit fi-om Hope-dale, is equal to the fcene 
itfelf. Grand rocks aiife on each fide, and 
difmifs you through a winding barrier, wWch 
lengthens out the impreflion of the fcene, like 
the vibration of a found. In fome parts the 
foUd ftone is cut through j 

Aduvittitqoo Tiam fcfte per vifcera rupw. 



• In the year 1773. 

f Thn whole fide of tbe river is now, I am tt>\^, in the hands 
of a proprietor who will not allow the wood to be lopped perio- 
dically any more. It may however be fufieicd tp become too 
lozurisnt i and efface the roclt. 
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,y Google 



,y Google 



.y Google 



( 221 ) 



From hence to Aftibum the road is plea&nt, 
after the firft fteeps. The ground is variedj 
and adorned with wood ; and we lofe all thofe 
. wild ftenes, which we met with in the Peak. 
When nature throws her wilJ fcenes into 
beautiful compofitton ; and decorates than with 
great, and noble objeds ; they are, of all others, 
the mpft enga^ng. But as there is little of 
this decoration in the wild fcenes of the Peak, 
we left them without regret. 
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SECT. XXXIX. 

"C'ROM Aihbum, vt^ch is among the largei" 
vill^^es, and ftands fweetly, we made an 
excuiiion to Dove-dale. 



Dove-dale is the continuation of another 
(imilar dale, which is fometimes called Bunjier- 
dale ; tho I believe both parts of the valley are 
known, ratcept juft on the fpot, 1^ the general 
name of Dove-dale. 

Bunfter-dalc opens with a grand craggy 
mountain on the light. As you look up to 
the difFs, which form the irregular fides of 
this precipice, your guide will not fail to 
tell you the melancholy fete of a late digni- 
tary of the church, who riding along the 
top of it with a young lady, behind him, 
and purfuing a track, which happened to be 

only 
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only a fhecp-path, and led to a declivity i 
fell in attempting to turn his horle but of iti 
He was killed ; but the young lady was caught 
by a bufh, and faved, — A dreadful ftory is 
ah admirable introduction to an awful fcene^ 
it roufes the mind j and adds double terror to 
every pl-ecipice. 

The bare fides of thefe lofty crdggs on the 
right, are contrafted by a woody mountain 
on the left. In the midft of the wood, a. 
fort of rocky-wall rifes perpendicular frodi 
the foil. Theie detached rocks are what 
chiefly charafterize the place. — A little be- 
yond them, we enter, what is properly called, 
Dove-dale. 



From the ddcription given of Dov&^lale, 
even by men of tafte, we had concaved it to 
be a fcehe rather of curiofity, than of beauty. 
We fuppofed the rocks were formM into the 
mofl ^taMc ihapesi and expected to fee 
a gigantic difplay of all the conic iedions. 
But we vrere agreeably dec^ved. The whole 
compofition is chafte, and piCturefquely beau- 
tiftil, in a high degree. 

On 
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On the right, you have a contimiation of 
tiie lame grand, craggy mountain, which ran 
along Bunfter-dalC} only the mountain in 
Dove-dale is higher, and the rocks itill more 
majeftic, and more detached. 

On the left, is a continuation alfo of the 
fame hanging woods, which bc^n in Bun- 
fler-dalc. In the midft of this woody fce- 
nery arifes a grand, folitary, pointed rock, 
the charafteriitic feature of the vale; which 
by way of eminence is known by the name 
of Dove-dale-church. It confifts of a large 
fece of rock, with two or three little fpiry 
h^s, and one very lai^e one: and tho the 
form is rather peculiar^ yet it is pleafing. 
It's riiing a fmgle objeft among furrounding 
woods takes away the fentaftic idea ; and 
gives it fublimity. It is the multiplicity of 
thefe ^iry heads,; which makes them dif- 
gufting : as when we fee feveral of them 
adorning the fummits of alpine mbuntains*. 
But a foUtary rock, tho ^iry, has often a 
good eiFeft. A pifturefque ornament of this . 
kind, marks a beautiful icene, at a place 



* See ^ge Si, rof. i. 
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tailed {he New-ff^eir, on the banks of thtf 
Wye*. 

The colour of all theie rocks is gr'r^ ) and 
harmonizes agreeably with the verdure, wludt 
runs in laige patches down tiieir channelled 
fides. Among all the plfhire^ue accompa- 
niments of rocks, notlung has a finer effect in 
painting, than this variation antf contfaft of 
colour, between the cold^ grey hue of a 
rocky furface, and the rich tints of herbage. 

The valley of Dove*<lale is very narrow at 
the bottom, coniiiling of little more than 
the clmnnel of the Dove, which is a confi- 
derable ftream -, and of a £x>t'path along it's 
Jisnks. When the river riles, it fwells over 
the whole area of the valley ; and has a fine 
eflfeft. The grandeur of the river is thai 
in full harmony with the grandeur of it's 
banks. 

Dove-<iale is a calm; iequeftered fcene ; aoid 
yet not wlK^y the haunt of IbUtude, and con- 
templation. It is too magnificent, and too 
intenefting a piece of landfcape, to leave the 
mind wholly difengaged. 



■ See obfcrtationt on the Wje, page 24. 
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.^The late Dr. Brown,* ccmipanng the fce* 
nery her^ with that of Kefwick*, tells us, 
■ that of the three circuMfianceSy beautyl horror^ 
and immenjky (by which laft he means ff-an- 
4eur) of which Kefwhk conjyis, the fecond 
alone is found in Dove-dale, 

In this defcription he feems, irt my opinion, ' 
juft to have inverted the truth. It is difficult 
to concave, why he ftiould either rob Dove- 
dale of beauty^ and grandeur i or fill it \Vith 
horror. If beauty confift in a pleafing arrange- 
ment of pleafing parts, Dove-dale has cer- 
tainly a great fhare of beauty. If grandeur 
confift in large parts, and large objects, it 
has certainly grandeur alio. But if horror 
confift in the vaftnefs of thofe parts, it cer- 
tainly predominates lefs here, than in the re- 
gions of Kefivick. The hills, the woods, 
and the rocks of Dove-dale are fufficient ' to 
raife the idea of grandeur ; but not to. impre& 
that of horror. 

On the whole, Dove-dale is perhaps one 
of the moft pleafing fcenes of the kind vre 
wiy where meet with. It. has fomething in 



* In » kttei to lord LyttelcoD, already qnottd. 
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it peculiarly chara^etiltic. It's detached, per- 
pendicular rocks ftamp it with an image 
intirely it's own : and for that reafon it affords 
the greater pleafure. For it is in landfcap^ 
as in life j we are moft ftruck with the pecu- 
liarity of an original character ; provided there 
is notlung ofieniive in It. 



, From Dove-dale we proceeded to Ham ; 
which is another very charafteriftic {bene. 

Ilam ftands on a hill, which flopes gently 
in front j but is abrupt, and broken behind, 
where it is gamifhed with rock, and hanging 
wood. Round this hill Iweeps a femi-cir- 
cular valley j the area of which is a flat mea- 
dow, nearly a quarter of a mile in breadth, 
and twice as much in circumference. At tlw 
extronity of the meadow winds the channel 
of a river, coi^deraUe in it's dimenfions; 
tho penurioufly fuj^Ued with watsr : and be- 
yond all, fweeps a grand, woody bank, which 
forms a background to the fcenery behind the 
houie; and yet, in the front, adnuts a ^oew 
of diftant mountains ; particularly of that 
fquare-capt hill, called Thorp-cloud, which 
ftands near the entrance of Dove-dale. 

Befidea 
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Befides the beauty of the place, we are 
prefented with a great curtly. The rivej 
Manifold fonnorly ran in that channel under 
the woody bank, which we obferved to be 
now io penurioufly fuppUed. — It has deferted 
it's ancient bed; and about fevm miles from 
Ilam, enters gradually the body of a moun- 
tain ; under which it forces a way, and con- 
tinues it's rubterran«}us rout as far as the 
hill, on which Ilam ftands. There it ri)[es 
from the ground, and forms a river in a burft. 
The channel under the bank is a fort of wafte* 
pipe to it} carrying off the fuperfluity of 
water, which in heavy rains cannot enter the 
BK)untain. 

Curious this river certainly is : but were 
it mine, I (hould wifh much to check it's 
fiabterrmeous progrefs, and throw it into it's 
(dd channel. The oozy bed, which is nwo 
a deformity, would then be an ofajeft of 
beauty, circling the meadow with a noble 
ftream. ■— Another deformity alfo would be 
avoided, that of cutting the meadow vritb 
two channels. — Or perhaps all ends mi^^ 
be anfwered, if the wafte-flream could be 
diverted. Then both the curiofity ; and, in 
A good degree, the beauty, would remain. 

<;^3 On 
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On the whole, we have few iituations to 
plealingly romantic, as Ham. The rocky hiU 
it ftands on; the ample lawn, which Incir^ 
cles it; the bold, woody bank, which in- 
virons the whole (where pleafing walks might 
be formed) the bold incurfion of the river; 
the views into the coimtry; and the neigh- 
bourhood of Dove-dale, which lies within 
the dlAance of an evening walk, bring 
together fuch a variety of uncommon, and 
beautiful circumftances, as ai*e rarely to bo 
found in one place. 

Very little had bean done, at Ilam, when 
we faw it, to embelllfli it's natural iituation} 
tho it is capable of great improvement ; par- 
ticularly in the front of the houJe. There 
the ground, which is now a' formal flower- 
garden, might eaiily be united with the other 
parts of the fcenery in it's ndghbourhood.' 
It is nqw totally at variance with it. 

In the higher part of the garden, under a 
rock is a feat dedicated to the monory of 
Congreve; where, we were told by our con-. 
du£tor, becompoibd fev^al of his plays. ■ 

From 
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From Ham wc went to Oakovcr to fee die 
holy family by Raphael. As tUs piftare is . 
very cdebrated, we gave it a minute examina- 
tion. 

Whether it be an original, lam not critic 
enough in the works of Raphael to deter- 
mine. I ihould fuppc^, it is; and it were 
a pity to rob it of if s greateft merit. No- 
thmg, I think, but the character of the 
mafter could give it the reputation it holds/ 
If it be examined by the rules of painting, 
it is certainly dehcient. The manner is hard, 
without freedom } and the colouring black, 
tnthovt fwcetnefs. Nathcr is there any har- 
tnony in the whole. What harmony can 
arife from a conjun£tio|i of red, blue, and 
yellow, of Tflduch the draperies are compofed, 
almoft m raw tints ? Nor is the defict^cy in 
the colouring, compenlated by any harmony 
^ the light and fhade, 

But the^ things perhaps we are not led to 
cxpeft in the work? of Raphael^ In them 
we fe^k for gr^ce, (Jrawing, charafter, and 
exprcffion. H^e hpwever they are not found. 
The virgin, wc allow to be a lovely figur? i 
%.^ but 
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but Jofeph is inanimate; the boys are grin- 
ning ^tyrins ; and with r^ard to drawing, 
the right arm of Chrift, I fliould fuppo^. is 
very i^ulty *, 



On the whole> a holy family is a fut^efl: 
but indifferently adapted to the pencil. Un- 
lefs the punts' could give the mother that 
celefthl (ovBi and the child, that divine csm^ 
pofure^ and fmeetnefsj (which, I take it fpr 
granted, no painter can g^ve,) the futgeft 
immediately d^enerates into a metbery aod g 
child. The anions of our Saviour's Hfe may 
be good fubjefts for a picture : for altho the 
divine ena*gy of the principal figure cannot 
be expreffed : yet the other parts of the ftory 
bemg well told, may fupply that deficiency. 
But in a holy ^mily there is no a&ioft -t- no 
ftory told — the whole ccoififts in the expre£- 
fion of chara6):er5 and aiB:3^ons, which wc 



* Snice I made tfaefe remarks I wu glad to £ee. a kind ef 
fimAion given them by a great authority. Sir Jofhua Reynolds 
m one of hiB Ie£)ureS| before the academy, fpeaks very fligktfy of 
thceiffd-fiSaru of Raphael { which, Ik bjt, give m no id^ of 
that great ma&er's paiua 

muft 
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muft fiippole beyond conception. So that if 
thele'iare not exprelled, the whole is nothing. 



In the iame room hang three or four pic ; 
tures, any of which I fhould value more than 
the celebrated Raphael, There is a finall 
picture, by Rubens, reprefenting the angels 
appearing to the women in the garden, which 
pleafed me. The angels indeed are clumfey 
^gures i and drefied like choirifters : but every 
other part of the picture, and the management 
of the whole, is good. 

In a large pifture alfo of the unjuft fteward, 
the family in diftrefs is well defcribed: but 
on the whole, it is one of thofe ambiguous 
piftores, on which we cannot well pronounce 
at fight. One half of it ieems painted by 
Rubem j of the other half we doubted. 

There arc alio in the (ame room two very 
capital Vanderveldts -~ a calm, and a ftorm. 
Both are good: but the former pleafed me 
better, than almoft any pi£hire by that njafter, 
I have any where ficn. 
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SEC T. XXX. 

'P'ROM Afliburh, to which we returned 
from Oakover, we went, . the next day,, 
through a chearfiil, wpody country, to Ked-, 
dlefton, the feat of lord Scarfdde. 

The iituation of Keddlefton, participates 
little (rf" the romantic country, on which it 
borders. The hpule ftands in a pleafant park, 
rather bare of yvood ; but the deficiency is in 
a: great degree compenfat^ by the beauty of 
thetneesi fome of which ar? large, and noble. 
A ftream, by the help of art, is change into 
a.' river, over which you are cpnduf^ed by a 
good approach obliquely to the houie. 

The archite£):ure of Keddlefton, as far as 
I could judge, is a compotition of elegance, 
and grandeur. The m^n body of the houfe, 
Yirhich you enter by a noble portico, is joined, 
by a corridore.on each fide, to a handfom^ 

wing. 
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wing. In the back-front, the faloon, which 
is a rotunda, appears to advantage. From the 
hall lead the ftate rooms, which are not many. 
The reft of the houfe confifts of excellent 
offices, and comfortable apartments; and the 
plan of the whole is eafy, and intelligible. 

The hall is perhaps one of the grandeft, 
and moft beautiful private rooms in England. 
The roof is fupported by very noble columns ; 
£»ne of which are ititire blocks of marbl^ 
dug, as we were infoimedj from lord Scarf^ 
dale's own quarries. It is rather indeed a 
fpurious fort of marble ; but more beautiful, 
at leaft in cdlour, than any that is imported. 
There is a richnefs, and a variety in it, liiat 
pleafes the eye exceedingly: the vans are 
large, and fuited to columns j and a rough 
poli(h, hf receiving the light in me body, gives 
a noMe Iwell to the colmnn ; and adds nfuch 
to it's beauty. 

When I faw this grand room, I thought it 
wanted no farther decoratic»i. AH was fimplc^ 
great, and unif<HTn, as it ought to be. Smc^ 
that time I have heard the doors, and windows 
have been painted, and vamifhed in the cabinet 
ftyle. I have not (eoi thefe alteraticms i and 
cannot pronounce on tl^ir merit; but I aiQ 

at 



,y Google 



( 237 ) 

at a lofs to conceive, that any ferther embel- 
Uflunent could add to 1^ ef&A* 

The entrance of a great houfe, fliould, in. 
my opinion, confift only of that kind of beauty, 
which aiifes merely from fimplicity and gran- 
deur. Thefe ideas, as you proceed in the apart- 
ments, may detail themfelves into ornaments 
of various kinds ; and, in thdr proper places^ 
even into prettinefles. Alien, mifplaced, an- 
bitious OTnaments, no doubt, are every •where 
difgufting: but in the grand entrance of a 
houie, they {hould particularly be avoided. A 
ftilfe tafte, difcovercd there, is apt to purfue 
you through the apartments; and throw it's 
colours on what may happen to be good. — I 
Ihould be unwilling however to fuj^le, that 
any improper decorations are added to the hall 
at Keddl^em ; as the. ornaments <^ the houfe^ 
in general, when I faw it, feemed to be under 
the conduft of a chafte and elegant tafte. Tho 
every thing was rich j I do not recolleft, that 
any thing was tawdry, trifling, or af&fted. 

The pifhires, of which there is a confider- 
able collection, are chiefly, what may be called 
good furniture pi^ures ♦. A Rembrandt is 



* See-p^ 24, ToL i< 
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the firft in rank; and is indeed a Vahial^c! 
piece. It reprefents Daniei interpreting Bel^ 
tejhazzar's dream. There Is great amufement 
in this pifture. It is highly finished ; knd 
the heads are particularly excellent. For the 
reft, it is a fcattered piece, without any idea 
■of c<»npofition. 

In the drawing-room are two laige uprights 
^y Benedetto Lutti} one representing the laft 
iiipper i the othci- the .death of Abel. They 
are painted in a lingular manner with ftrong 
lights. The former has a good efFcft. Tht 
death of Abel is likewile a Ihewy picture ^ but 
has nothing very ftriking in it, except the 
figure of Cain. 

In the dead game by Snydei-s, there is a 
good &wn ; but the picture is made dilagree- 
able by the glaring tail of a peacock. 

In the dead game and dogs, by Fyt, there 
are good pajfages^ but no whole. 

The •woman of Samaria^ and 5/. John in the 
^iUeme/s, by B. Stiozzi, are good pictures. . 

There is alfo a large Coyp, well painted; 
but badly compofed. 

At 
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At Derby, which lies within three miles <^ 
Keddlefton, we were immediatly ftruck with 
the tower of the great church, which is a beau-* 
tiful piece of Gothic architecture. 



The objeft of the china- works there is merely 
ornament ; which is particularly unhappy, as 
they were, at the time we few them, under' 
no reguUtion of tafte. A very &ee hand we 
found employed in painting the vales ; and the 
firll colours were laid in with fpirit : but in the 
fnijbingi th^ were fo richly daubed, that. all 
. jiieedtHn was loft in finery. — It may now be 
Qtherwife. 



The gaudy painters however of filch works, 
have the example of a great mafter before them, 
even Raphael himfelf ; whole p^tings In the 
pottery way, tho highly efteemed in the cabi- 
-nets of die curious^ feem generally to be daubed 
.with very glaring colours. It is {aid, that 
Raphael fell in love with a potter's daughter } 
-and- that to plea& her, he painted her Other's 

difiies. 
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diihes. It is probable therefore, that he fuited 
them to' her tafte -, which accounts for the gaudy 
colouring they difplay, — How much more fim- 
ple, elegant, and beautiful is the painting of 
the old Etrufcan yafes, many of which Mr. 
Wedgewood has fo happily imitated? There 
we fee how much better an eflfeft is produced 
by chafte colours on a dark ground ; than by 
gaudy colours, on a light one. 



A perfbn curious in machinery would be 
much amufcd by the filk-mill at Derby, in 
which thirty thouland little wh^ls are put in 
motion by one great wheel. The various parts, 
tho lb complicated in appearance, are yet fb 
diftin£t in their movements ; that we were told, 
any one workman has the power of flopping 
tluit part of the machinery, which is under 
his direftion, without interrupting the motion 
of the reft. 



The country between Derby and Ldcefter is 

flat. Quardon-wood, a little beyond Lough- 

bOTOUgh, rifing <mi the right, makes an agree- 

aMe variety, anudft fuch a continuation of 

imiformity. 
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uniformity. < Mount Sorrd alio has the iaizuB 



The approach to Leicefter gives it more con- 
jequence than it rcaUy has. The town itfelf, 
old and incumbered, has little beauty: but 
it abounds with fragment* of antiqmty. 



Behind St. Nicholas's church is a piece d 
Roman archite£Vure ; one of the only pure 
pieces perhaps in England. We fee many 
towets, which go by the name of Cse&i ; and 
boaft of Rcmian migin. I doubt, whether 
any of them can boaft it with truth. And 
what few remnants we have, it is thought, 
have all been retouched in jrfter times, This 
fragment feems to have fiiffered no alteration. 
It's infignificance has fecured it. Little more 
is left, than a wall, with four double arches 
pn it's face, ixtinng, hut not perforated, ^ And 
yet in this triQing remnant th^e is a fimplicity 
iand dignity, v^luch ar^ very pl^fing. ■ It is 
ppflible however that pr<^udice may in part, 
b? tbe fourqc.Qf it'§ beauty, Through an affo.- 
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dation of ideas, we may here be pleafed withi 
what we have admired in Italian views.-— 
This wall is built of brick ; tho it has pro- 
bably been iaced with better materials. For 
what purpofe- it was conftnifted, does not 
appear : nor whether it "was intended for the 
end, or fide of a building. The idea of the 
country is, that it has been a temple, from the 
great number of bones of animals, which have 
been found near it -. . from whence it takes the 
name of Holy-bones, 



The church of St. Nicholas, which Hands 
oppofite to it, feems to have been built out 
of it's ruins, from the many Roman bricks 
with which it abounds. Ind^ the ftyle of 
building, in the body of the church, is not 
unlike it. 



; At Lncefter aHb we were put on the purfuit 
of another Roman fragment — a curious piece 
of fculpture J wWch we found at laft in a cel- 
lar. It is a ftmp of teffulated pavement, on 
which three figures arc -reprefentedj a^ftag; 
a- wCHnan leaning over it } and a boy Ihooting 

with 
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with a bow. It may be a piece of Roman 
antiquity } but it is a piece of miferable work- 
manfhip. 



In this ancient town are found alfb man^r 
Teftiges of Britlfh antiquity. •— From fo rich 
an. endowment as the abbey of Lacefter for- 
merly poJIelTed, we expected many beauti^l 
remains } as it is fliU in a kind of lequeftered 
ftate: but in that expe£btion we were-diiap- 
pointed. Not the leaft fragment of a GotHc 
window is left J not the mereft mutilation of 
an arch. Ifs prefent remans af!brd as little 
beauty, as the nuns of a common dwelling.; 
And in all probability the prefent nun has 
only been a ccmunon dwelling; bmlt frcna 
the materials of the ancient abbey. Sucti 
At leaft is the traditi<»i of the place. It be- 
longed formerly, we were t<dd, to the family 
of Haftings ; and was loft at ptay to the earl 
of Devcmfhire : but before the conveyance was 
prepared ; the owner, in the fpirit of revenge, 
and mortification, lent private orders to have 
it burnt. — Many a black tale might be un- 
.folded in old houfes, if walls could fpeak, 

- ' R a , But 
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But the great ftory of this abbey has a virr 
tuous tendency. Within it's walls was once 
exhibited a fcene more humiliating to human 
ambition, and more inftruftive to human' 
grandeur, that ^dmoft any, whidi hiftoiy bath^ 
produced. Here the fallen pride of Woolfey 
retreated hxm the inflUts of the world. All 
his vilions of ambition were now gone ; his 
pomp; and pageantry } and crouded levees. 
On this fpgt he tQld the Uftening monk$> the 
ibie attendants pf his 4yv^S ^^^> ^ th^ ftopd 
around his pallet, that hq was cpme tp lay hi? 
bones apiong the^n ; a;id gave ' that . pathetit: 
teftimony to the truth, and joys of religiqr^ 
whiqh prgaches beyqnd a thpufand l^i^res. 
*' If I had ferved God as feithfuUy as J fcrve<J 
the ^ng, he would npt thu? h^^YQ forfa^e^ 
my old age." 

Th? df^tl^ of Wpolfqy wo\i|d miake a fin? 
moral picture i if th^ hand of at>y mafter could 
give the pallid feature^ of Ui^e dying ftatdina^ 
that chagrin, that remofte^ thole pangs of 
anguilh, wluch, in thefe laft bitter mctcn^t? 

of his life, pol]e0ed him- The. poiiit might 

te taken, when the monks are admimftring 

tiie 
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tKe coftiforts oiF religion,' which the ^clpair* 
ing prelate Cdnnot feci. The fubje£l; requires 
a gloonfty apartment j which a ray through a 
Gothic window might juft enlighten ; throw* 
ing it's force chiefly on the principal figluej 
and dying away on the reftj The appendages 
of the piece need ohly be few, arid nitiple; 
little more than the crozicr, and red hat, to 
mark the carcUnal, and t«ll the ftory. 



This is not the Only pleCe of fengtifhhiftory,' 
which is illuftrated in this ancient town.—' 
Here the houfe is ftill (hewn, where Richard 
III. paffed the night, before the battle of Boit 
worth: and there is a ftory of him, ftill 
prefcrvcd in the corporation-records^ as we 
were informal by our conduftor, (who did 
not however appear to be a man of deep eru- 
<Ution) which illuftrates the caution and dark- 
nels of that prince's charafter. — It was his 
cuftom to carry, among the baggage .of his 
camp, a cumberfome, wooden bed, which he 
pretended was the only bed he could flcep in. 
Here he contrived a fecret receptacle for his 
trcaliire, which lay concealed under a weight 
of timber. After the fatal day^ on whicli 
R 3 Richard 
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Riirhard Ml, the earl 6f Ridunond'' aitered> 
Leicefter widi his victorious tEoops. The; 
friends of Richard were pillaged -, but the bed: 
tyas neglected by every plunderer, as ufelefs 
lumber, — The owner of the houTe afterwards, 
difcoverinz the hoard, became fuddoily ridi, 
widiout any. vifible cauie. He bought hnds ; 
and at length (as our intdllg^K^- inibnned 
us) arrived at ihc (%mty of being mayor of 
Leicefter. Many years afterwards, his widow, 
who had been left in great affluence, was 
murdered for her wealth by & fervant-mdd, 
who haul been privy to the affair : and at the 
tnai of this woman, and her acc(»npUces, the 
whole tranf^^on came to light. 
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SECT. XXXI. 

"pROM Leicefter the country ftill conti-. 
-*- nuesflat and woody j ftretehing out into, 
meadows, paftures, and common fields. The 
horizon, on every fide, is generally terminated 
by Ipires. bftcner tiiah once we were able 
^ count fix, or ieven. adorning the limits of: 
one circular view. 



. Of all the countries in England, this is the 
place for that noble fpecies of diverfioh, to 
which tiie inventive genius of our young fportC- 
men hath given the name oi Jieepk-bunting. 
In a dearth of game, the chaiTeurs draw up 
in a body, and pointing to fome eonlpicuoua: 
fteeple, iet off, in full Ip^ towards it, ova: 
h?dge and ditph. He who. is fo h^py, as to 
arrive firfi:, receives equal honour, it is, laid^ 
R 4 as 
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ii if he had come in forranoft, at the deatii 
of the fox. 



In thdfe plaint, as ridi, di tliey irt uhjiic- 
turefque. We had nothing to obferve, but the 
numerous herds of cattle, and flocks of flieep, 
which graze thtiiii :■ and iii the deficiency of 
other <jbje£b, we amuled ourfelves with the 
various forms of thele animals, smd their mo^' 
agreeable combinations. 



'i'he horfe in itfelf, Is certaiiUy a nobler 
Animal, than the cow. His form is more 
elegant ; and his fpiiit ^ves fire and grace tO' 
his aftions. But in a piBurefque light the 
cow has undoubtedly the advantage; and is 
ev^ry way better fiiited to . receive the graces 
of the pencil. 

In tile firft place, the linei of the horfe 
are round and finoothj and admit little va^ 
riety I whereas the bones of the cow are high, 
and yary the line, hdre and there, by a iqus^ 
nef&, which is very pifhu^dque. There is a 
greater proportion alfo of doncavity in than; . 
the lines of the horfe being chiefly convex- -. 

But 
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Biit is Hot the lean, wom-out hdrfe, whofe 
bones are ftaring, as pifturefque as the cow? 
In a degree it is j but we do not with plea- 
lure admit the idea of beauty into any defident 
form. Prciu(^ce, even in fpite of us, rather 
revolts againft fiich an admiiHon, however 
pifturcfque. 

The CO* alio has the advantage, hot only 
(n it's pifturefque lines; but in the mode of 
filling them up. If the horfe be fleek dpe-" 
tijally, and have, what the jockies call, a 
^ne coat, the fmoothnefs of the furface Is^. 
not fo well adapted to receive the fpiritcd 
touches of the pencil, as the rougher form 
ind coat of the cow. The very action of 
licking herfelf, which is fo common among 
cows, throws the hair, when it is long, into 
dil&rent feathery flakes; and g^ves it thofe 
ftrong touches, which are indeed the very. 
touches of the pencil. — Cows are commonly 
the moft pifturefque in the months of April, 
and May, when the old h^ur is coming off. 
There is a contraft between the rougher, and 
finoother parts of the coat j and oftai alfo a 
pleafmg variety of greyifli tints, blended with 
others of g. richer hue. We obferve this too 

in 
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m Colts» when we fee them in a ftate of 
nature. 

The cow is better adapted alfo to recMve 
the beauties of light. The horfe, like a piece 
of Imooth garden-ground, receives it in a 
gradual fpread : the cow, like the abraptneis 
of a rugged country, receives it in bold 
catches. And tho in iarge objeSts a gradation 
of light is one great fource of beauty ; yet, in 
a fmall oijeB^ it has not commonly Qi pleafing 
an efFeft, as ari&s horn /mart ^ catching lights. 

The colour of the cow alfo is often more 
pifturelque. That of the horle is generally 
uniform. Whereas the tints of the cow fre- 
quently play into each other; a dark head 
melting into lighter fides ; and thefe again 
bong ftill darker than the hinder parts. Thofe 
are always the moft beautiful, which are thus 
tinted with dark colours, harmonioufly deal- 
ing into lighter. Here and there a few fmall 
white fpots may add- a beauty ; but if they run 
into Urge blotches, and make a harih termif 
nation between the dark, and light colom-f 
fhey are (Ufagreeable. The full black alio; 
and full red, have little variety in theatfeheti 
tho in a group all this unplea£mt colouring 
may harmonize. .j 

In 
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■ In the cbara^er, and genefet form 5f coWs, 
as well as of horfes, there are many degreet 
of beauty and deformity. 

The cbaraBer of the cow is marked chiefly 
in the head. An open, or contrafted fore- 
head} a long or a fhort village j the twift of 
a horn; or the colour of an eyebrow j will 
totally alter the cbaraSfer\ and give a four^ 
or an agreeable air to the countenance. Nor 
is the head of this animal more chara£teriftic, 
than it " is adapted to receive the graces " of 
the pencil. ^ 

■ With r^ard to the general form of the 
cow, we arc not indeed fo exaft, as in that 
of the horfe. The points and proportions 
of the horfe are ftudied, and detennined with 
fo' much exafhiefs, that a linall deviation 
ftrikes the eye. In the form of the cow, wc 
are not fo learned. If deformity be avoided^' 
it . is enough. There are two feults particu- 
larly in the line of a cow, a bog-back, and a 

finking rumpt which arc it's moft ufual ble- 
mUhes. If it be free from theie, and have 
an harmonious colouring, and a pleafant cha- 
racter, it cannot well be disagreeable. 

The 
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. The luS and the am diifer more In iheraBer 
iXvAformy than the horfe snd the mare. The^ - 
are caft in different moulds. The foumefs of 
the head ; the thicknefs and convexity of the 
neck; the heavinefs erf the cheft, and ihouU 
den ; the finoothnefs of the hip-bones ; anA 
the lightnefs of the hind-quarters, are always 
found in the bull ; and rarely in the cow. 



' The Iheep is as beautiful an animal, as the 
cow J and as well adapted to receive tlw graras 
of painting. Tho it want the variety of co- 
louring: yet there is a foftnefs m it's fleece,- 
a richnefs, a delicacy of touch, and a fweet 
tendemefs of AukIow, which make it a very 
pleafing ol^e6t. - 

The fheep is beautiful in every ftate, except 
juft when it has paft under the Iheers. But 
it foon recovers it's beauty j and in a few 
weeks lofes it's furrowed fides, and appears 
again in a pifhirefque drefs. It's beauty 
continues, as the wool increafes. What it 
lofts in Ihape, it gains in the felthered fialu- 
ncfs of it's fleece. Nor is it the leaft beau-, 
tifiil, when it's fides are a little ragged — 
■when part of it's Jhape is dilcovered, aiid 

part 
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part hid beneath the wool. Berghera de-^: 
lights to reprefent it in this ragged form. 

In the charaSierSt and formi of flieep we 
obferve little difference. We fometimes fc^ 
ah unplealing vifage j and' fometimes the dis- 
agreeable roxinding line, which we have juft 
called the hog-back: but in an animlal fo 
finallj the eye is Icfs apt to inveftigate parts ;r 
it rather refts on the whole appearance ; and 
the more fo, as flieep being particularly gre^ 
gariqus, are generally confidered as ol^eft^ 
in a group, 



The oblervatiom I have made with regard 
to the beauty of thefe animals, aie confirmed 
by the praftice of all the great matters in ani- 
mal life, Berghem, Coyp, Potter and others ; 
who always preferred them to horfes and deer, 
in adorning their rural fcenes. — It is an ad- 
ditional pleafure therefore, that Juch animals, 
as are the moft xxfeful, are likewife the moft 
omamcn^t 



Haidng thus examined the forms of thefe 
pi£turefque animals, we fpent fome time alfo 

ia 
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in examining thdr moft agreeble comhi/u- 
tiont. 

■ Cattle are io large, that irfien they orna- 
ment a foreground, a few are fiifficient. 
Two cows will hardly combine. Three make 
a good group — rather united — ■ or wheaone is 
a little removed from the other two. If yoa 
incrcafe the group beyond three; one, or 
more, in proportion, muft neceffiirily be a 
tittle detached. This detachment prevents hea-. 
vinefs, and adds variety. It is the feme prin- 
ciple applied to cattle, which we. bef<H% ap- 
plied to mountains, and other ol^efts*. 

■ The feme rules in groUfmig may be applied 
to diftant cattle j only here you niay introduce 
a greater number. 

' In grouping, contrafted attitudes fhould be 
ftudied. Recumbency ihould be oppofed to 
a ftanding pofture; forefliortened figures, to 
lengthened ; and one colour, to another. 
White blotches may wiUven a group, the in 
a fingle animal, we obferved, they are (rffen^ 
five. 



' See page J5, vA, a. &C. • ' 

I Sheep 
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Sheep come under the fiuQe rules ; only 
the foregroimdy as well as the dtftance, .- ad- 
mits a larger number of thefe finaller anir 
mals. In paftoral iubjefts fheep are often 
ornamental, when dotted about the fides of 
difiant hills. Here little moi^e is neeeffary, 
than to guard againft regular fliapes — lines i 
circles; and crofles ; which larger' flocks of 
iheep fometimes form. In combining them 
however, or, rather fcattering them, the 
painter may keep in view the principle^ we 
have already (a often inculcated. Thusy may 
be huddled together, in one, or more, large 
bodies ; from which little groups of difierent 
fizes, in proportion to the larger, fhould be 
detached. 

In favour of the doftrine I have here ad- 
vanced of the fubordinate ^up, I cannot 
forbear adding the authority of a great maflsr, 
whofe thorough acquaintance with every part 
of painting hath often, in the courie of tiiis 
work, -been obferved. 

j¥^neas, landing on the coaft of Afiica, 
fees feom th^ higher groimd a herd of deer 
feeding in a valley ; and Virgil, who, in the 
llighteil inftance, feems ever to have had 
before his eyes, ideas . of pifturefqiie beauty, 
i - introduces 
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introduces the herd, juft as a p^teF would 
have done. From the larger ^oup he dw 
taches a fuhordinate one i 



—Trit litore CPr**'* 



Prafpicit rmoto [ koa lota armenia CeqnuDtur 
A tergo, I I I II 

I need not conceal, that fome commentators 
have found in theft three ftags, which the 
ha"d followed, the poet's inclination to arifto- 
cracy} and that others have Aippofed, he 
meant a complement to the triimivirate. It 
is the commentator's bufinefs to find out a 
recondite meaning : common fenfe is fatisfiet} 
with what i^ moft obvious. 



It may be obferved farther, that tattle and 
Jheep mix very agreeably together ; as alfo yowig 
animals, and old. Lambs and calves filt itp 
little interftices in a grpup, and aflift the com-* 
bination. — I may add, 1^t human fgures alio 
.combine very agreeably with animals. Indeed 
they generally give a grace tp a group, as th^ 
draw it to an apex. 



I need 
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I need not apologize for this long digreffion, 
as it is fo naturally fiiggefted by the country, 
through which we pafled ; and fo clofely con- 
nected with the fubjeft, which we treat. He 
who ftudies landfcape, will find hinifelf very 
deficient, if he hath not paid great attention 
to the choice, and combination, both of animaJl 
and human figures., 
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SECT, %%%Il, 

T HAVING the plains of. Leicefterihii-e, wc 
,'*"' entered the county pf Northampton, wlu^ 
aiTumes a new face. The ground be^ns to rift 
and ^11, and diitances to open. 



. Lord Strai&rd's gardens, Qjctending a ccmfi- 
derable way on the left, are a great omam^t 
to the country. 



' Lord Halliiax's improvements fucceed. They 
make little appearance from the road : but the 
road itfelf is fo beautiful, that it requires no 
£ud. It pafles through fpacious lanes, adgmed 
on each fide by a broad, irr^ular bcjrder of 
grals ; and winds through hedge-rows of full- 
grown oak, which the feveral turns of the 
s a road 
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road form into clumps. You have both a good 
fore-ground, and beautiful views into a fine 
country, through the boles of the trees. The 
undrefled fimplicity, and native beauty, of fuch 
lanes as thefe, exceed the walks of the moft 
finifhed garden. 



From Ncwport-Pagnel the country ftill 
continues pleafant. Before we reach Woobum, 
we have a good view of Woobum-abbey, 
and of the furrounding woods ; which deco- 
rate the landfcape.. 



Woobum-park is an extenfive woody iixne, 
and capable of mudi improvement. We rode 
through it: but could not fee the duke of 
Bedford's houfe; which is ftiewn only on 
particular days. — But the difappointment was 
not great. The furniture of all fine houfes 
is much the fame} and as for pifhires (fuch 
is. the prevalence of tmmes^ and £i{luon) that 
fometimes what are called the beft coUeftions, 
fcarce repay the ceremonies you ane obliged to 
go through in getting a fight of them. 

Aftei^ 
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After wc leave Woobum, the views con- 
tinue flill pleafimtj till we meet the chalky 
hills of Dunftable. Thefe would disfigure 
the lovclieft fcene. But when we have pafled 
thefe glaring heights, the country revives : the 
riiing grounds are covered wilji wood, and ver- 
dure; and the whole looks pleafing. About 
Redbum particularly the country is beautiful -, 
and is thrown into diflance by large oaks, 
which over-hang the road. 



St. Albans' church, and the ruins about 
it, make an inunenfe pUe ^ of which fome parts 
are pifturefque. There is a mixture too' of 
brick and ftone in the building, which often 
makes a pleafing contrafl: in the tints. Tho 
there are many rem^s of beautifiil Gothic 
in this church} there are more deformities 
of Saxon architecture } particularly the tower, 
which is heavy, and di&greeably ornamented. 
The little fpirc, which arifes from . it, is veiy 
abfurd. — Within the church is. a monument 
near the altar, of very curious Gothic work- 
manfhip. 

Among 
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Among the numerous inhabitants of the 
fubterraneous regions of this church, lies that 
celebrated prince, remembered by the name 
of good duke Humphrey; the youngeft 
brother of Henry V. He was put to death 
by a &£tion, in die fucceeding reign ; and was 
buried fomewhere in this abbey ; but his grave 
was unknown. Having lain concealed near 
three centuries, he came agmn to light, not 
many years ago. By an accident, a large 
vault was difcovered, in which he was found 
ible tenant} wrapped in lead, and immerfed 
in a pickle, which had prelerved him in tole- 
rable order. , 



Near St. Albans ftood the city of Verulam j 
formerly one of the greateft feats of the Roman 
empire in Britain, It was facked, and def^ 
troyed by Boadicia, when that heroine, exaf- 
. perated againft the Romans, cut in pieces thor 
,armiQs. Camden carries the dignity of it into 
tunes itill more ronote; and fuppoies it to 
have been that foreft-tqwn, where C^a^bdixi 
defended himfelf againft Cse&r. 



Beyond 
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Beyond Verulam the country grows pleafant. 
From Bai-net, the road enters Finchley-com- 
mon. The (Uftance is woody, interfered by 
an extenfive plain, which is connected with 
it by a fprinkling of fcattered trees ^ The 
parts are large j and the fcenery not unpic-, 
turefque. 



The firft view of Highgatc^hill would make 
a good diftance, if it were properly fupported 
by a forcu-ground. The view from it, is very 
grand j but h diftrafted by a multiplicity of 
objects. 



After this the country is gone. LondcHi 
comes on apace ; and all thole difgufting ideas, 
with which it's great avenues abound — brick- 
kilns fteaming with offenfive finokc — fewcrs 
and ditches Iweating with filth — heaps of col- 
lected foil, and itinks of every denomination 
— clouds of duft, rifing and vanifhing, from 
agitated wheels, purfuing each other in rapid 
motion — • or taking ftationary pofTeflion of the 

r(^. 
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road, by becoming the atmoiphere of Ibme 
cumberfome, flow-moving yraggon — callages 
without rural ideas — trees, and hedge^rows 
without a tinge of green -— and fields and mea- 
dows without p^hirage; in which lowing 
bullocks are croudied together, wiaiting for the 
fhambles j or cows penned, like hogs, .to feed 
on ^^ris. — It was an agreeable relief to get 
through this fucceflion of noifome obje^s, 
which did violence to all the fenfes by turns : 
and to leave bdiind us the hufy bum ef men} 
ftealing from It through the quiet' lahes of Sur- 
ry ; which leading to no great mart, or gener^ 
rendezvous, afford calmer retreats on every fickr, 
than can eafily be found in the neighbom*hood 
of fo great a town. 

July 3» '77i- ' 1^ 



THE END. 
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